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“Love, Not War” is a modern motto reflecting a present day philosophy. It seems to offer 

an alternative to war, that alternative being “love.” Of course, it has never been that simple, as 

though man by his own free will could just as well push the “love” button as that other button 

men are afraid might plunge humankind into nuclear destruction. It is not that simple now, either, 

as history is only repeating itself. War is not the only evil that destroys the earth and the race of 

man, upon it. There were the Canaanites: they were destroying the earth and man with their 

horrible abominations, most of them too horrible to mention, but you may read of them in 

Leviticus, Chapters 18 and 20. Things became so bad among these vile people that they literally 

stunk with sin. They corrupted all the nations with whom they ever came into contact. Israel was 

in great danger of being so corrupted by them that they would soon become like them. Things 

worsened, and eventually came to war. It would not have been love to have tolerated the 

Canaanites any further. It would not have been love to future generations. Then as an alternative 

to the war against the Canaanites, so called “love” was not that alternative. So called “love” 

would only have added to the sin of the Canaanites. 

But what is really meant by the motto, "Love, Not War” is “Lust, Not War,” that is, Let 

us enjoy our lusts! Let not war interfere! But the motto is self-contradictory. What is the cause of 

war? That cause of it is latent in that very motto as “luv” is now commonly conceived. Let James 

explain it. “From whence come wars and fighting among you? come they not hence, even of 

your lusts that war in your members?’' (Jas. 4:1). Lust in all its forms is the great principal cause 

of war, whether that sin appear in the form of pride, covetousness, ambition, envy, hate. These 

are horrible idols, which like Agur’s horseleech, never cease crying “Give! give!” (Prov. 30:15). 

The blood of thousands has been sacrificed to these insatiable idols. 

We ask the question, Is war a judgment? God judges men not only at the end of time in the 

day of judgment, but also in every moment of time, in peace as well as in war. But war is one of 

the heavier forms of divine judgment in this life. War becomes a means in the hands of God 

whereby one ungodly nation punishes another, or where heathen nations punish each other, This 

was the case when the four kings made war against the five kings of Genesis 14. While wicked 

men war one against another, God has his own ways of warring against them. We read that “the 

vale of Siddim was full of slime pits,” which is a preindication of judgment. The kings of Sodom 

and Gomorrah fell into those pits. God has His arsenals of judgment everywhere about men, 

ready to break out upon them when it is God’s time. This world, this life is a “vale of Siddim,” a 

“vale of tears.” A Valley of Fields appears, upon cursory view, to be a lush, lovely and 

comforting place. But it is treacherously “mined” with dangerous pits. Many a Mr. Vain-

confidenee falls therein and is dashed to pieces. The munitions of God are everywhere. In 

Noah’s day there was waiter all about, in the earth beneath, and in the heavens above, though the 

ark to all appearances gave no promise before the Deluge of ever getting afloat. So there are 

divinely hidden pitfalls strategically laid about to fatally entrap the enemies of God’s kingdom. 

You remember how Demas fell down the shaft of a silver mine and broke his neck! In the last 

day the earth shall be destroyed by fire. Men mock such an idea. But that consuming element is 

in every part of our cosmical environment. It is in the air, in the form of lightning, in the water, 

which consists of highly flammable materials, hydrogen and oxygen, in the suns of space, and in 

the bowels of the earth, as volcanoes reveal. Some scientists believe that the very core of this 



planet is liquid fire, perhaps molten, liquid iron! But when it is time for that final conflagration, it 

will, for God, be as easy as speaking a mere word to call forth fire to melt all the elements with a 

fervent heat. 

Another question we raise is, Is war ever justifiable? The five kings mentioned were 

fighting, in the first war ever mentioned in Scripture, for freedom from a foreign power. 

It may not be easy to say which side was justifiable in its warring, although men and nations 

have the right to defend themselves, as in this case it was a war of the world against the world. 

But with Abram it was different. He used the Blitzkrieg (lightning war) method of attack, but in 

faith, and out of love to his brethren. He was running down a case of kidnapping. He had the 

right to punish such a crime. The whole land was his by no less authority than the promise of the 

covenant of God. He, therefore, had the right to punish the crime as a magistrate and act as an 

executioner under the institution of God. War, then, may be justifiable. The conscientious 

objector does not believe so. To him, no war is ever justifiable, but all war is sinful, so making it 

impossible for the true Christian to partake in any war. This is the position that war in and of 

itself is sinful. The motto of pacificism is, “A bad peace is better than a good war.” That is 

definitely not the theme of John Bunyan’s “The Holy War.” In that marvelous story the town of 

Mansoul made peace with Diabolus. That was the saddest day of history. But apply that specious 

motto, and all David’s wars against the Philistines, from Goliath on, were nothing to be 

compared to Jehoshaphat’s making peace with the king of Israel. Yet the divine verdict with 

regard to Jehoshaphat’s act was that his doing this was to “help the ungodly, and love them that 

hate the Lord.” The truth is, “a bad peace” is deserving of wrath as I Kings 22:44 and II 

Chronicles 19:2 do show. Joash, king of Israel, also held to the stupid philosophy of that motto. 

That is why he struck the ground with his arrows only three times, rather than five or six times. 

Is war of self-defense justifiable? Not always. Jeremiah had the unpleasant duty to warn 

Israel against taking steps of self- defense against the Babylonians. They were instead, to put 

their necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon (Jer. 27:9-11). Then again, it may be 

justifiable. Think of Israel under Moses defending himself against Amalek. “Then came Amalek 

and fought with Israel in Rephidim.” That this war had God’s sanction is clear from verse 14 of 

Exodus 17. War as such cannot be sinful, since God commanded it against the Amalekites until 

they were exterminated. “And the Lord said unto Moses, “Write this for a memorial in a book, 

and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out, the remembrance of Amalek from 

under heaven.”  

In war, victory is not always to the deserving. The present war now going on, the so-

called Vietnam War, has continued for years and years, yet has not been a victory for us, but, if 

anything, a victory for our enemy. But is our country any more deserving of victory than our 

enemy? Even if it were, victory does not always go to the deserving. “The race is not to the swift, 

nor the battle to the strong” (Eccles. 9:11). Power-mad dictators have thought that God is on the 

side with the strongest battalions and the latest weapons of destruction. But the Philistines 

learned differently. So did Napoleon. So did the French in spite of their boasted Maginot Line. 

So Hitler learned with his Siegfried Line. There is a popular presumption that God always gives 

victory to those in the right. But the power which strikes for the holiest cause is not always 

triumphant. History bears this out. God in His sovereignty, Scripture teaches, is independent of 

task forces, hydrogen bombs and intercontinental ballistic missiles. He can save by many or by 

few, and gives the victory to whomsoever He will, sometimes to the enemy against the right, in 

order to chastise the righteous, stir them up to repentance, prayer and faith, or to teach them 

some important spiritual lesson. In the times of the Judges, the victory did not always go to the 



righteous. Many times they went down into defeat. Yet it must be said that ultimately the battle 

goes to the righteous. Their battle is not against flesh and blood, but against spiritual wickedness. 

They are greatly outnumbered in the battle. In Jesus’ day there were but a handful of disciples, 

where two or three were gathered together in His name, the church in seed form, then a little 

flock, a hundred twenty-seven in one place, five hundred brethren in another place, but to them it 

was God’s good pleasure to give the kingdom! The church in almost every age has been weak. 

The children of the kingdom have always been a small, despised company, yet they finally 

prevail over the hordes of the earth. As David was given victory over Goliath, so God’s people 

triumph over the wicked majority which greatly outnumber them. “They quenched the violence 

of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, 

turned to flight the armies of the aliens” (Heb. 11:34). The Lord uses the kings of the earth and 

their wars to bring His church to victory. "Who hath raised up from the East?” Cyrus, of course! 

“Righteousness shall call him to its foot,” that is, to the service of righteousness. The reprobate 

serve the cause of election. Righteousness “shall give the nations before him, and make him rule 

over kings” (Isa. 41:2, 3, Hebrew). “He giveth them as the dust to the sword, as the driven 

stubble to his bow. He pursueth them, and passeth on safely, even by a way that he had not gone 

with his feet” (ASV). So the little army of the church is successful against the world and its 

allies. God’s strength is made perfect in weakness, and the weakness of God is stronger than 

men! “Righteousness (one of the names of our Lord, Jehovah-tsidkenu, the Lord-our-

righteousness!) shall call him to his service.” The Lord is the Author and Guide of world history 

from beginning to end. 
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