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“Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his 

people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts 

with praise: he thankful unto him. and bless his name.”  Psalm 100:3, 4 

 

As the pleasures of the Thanksgiving holidays settle upon us, it is fitting that we consider 

the reasons underlying the celebration of this special clay. 

The National Day of Thanksgiving has traditionally been set aside to thank the Almighty 

Ruler of the universe for abundant crops, good wages, advancements in science and medicine, 

and for the many other fulfilled desires of our flesh. How ironic it is that our nation can thank the 

Almighty God for good things and turn around and question his existence. 

Along with and often in place of God, we honor our forefathers, the pilgrims. Consider 

how much of our time is devoted to talking about the early settlers and their heroism, turkeys, 

and the feasts built around them. 

Certainly, our celebration of Thanksgiving Day must be more than this. It must in fact be 

distinctly Christian. It is a day in which we must be reminded of our calling to thank our 

covenant God for all things — both the good and also the things which we in our lust consider to 

be evil. Further, it is a day in which we may be instructed during worship services to rightly 

thank God every moment of our lives in all paths through which He leads us. 

What then ought to be the form of our thanksgiving to God? We are instructed in the 

catechism that prayer is the chiefest part of thankfulness (See Lord’s Day 45). Certainly, we 

must agree that prayer — both public and private — must comprise a major portion of our 

thoughts and time. We of all people have much to be thankful for. Not only should we be 

thankful for physical gifts of God which nourish and strengthen our bodies, but we can be 

thankful that we by His grace and Holy Spirit know our sin, our misery, and our salvation in 

Him. 

Young people: “Do YOU find time to thank your God as you ought?” 

We pray after each meal and thank God in prayer at various other set times of the day, 

often concluding that we have performed all that we are called to do. 

Yet again I ask, “Do YOU really thank God as you are called?” 

Certainly, we are not expected to pray formally all day. Yet we can and must thank God 

continuously. To do this, we must, by God’s grace, develop the ability to thank God in all that 

we do. Paul exhorts us to do exactly this in the fifth chapter of Ephesians, and again in 

Colossians 3:16—4:6. We are commanded to submit to those in authority and to perform our 

various callings in thanksgiving. What art some of the applications which we can make? 

The applications of the rule of perpetual thanksgiving are myriad. 

Thanksgiving is obedience to those God has placed in authority. That means the obeying 

of the laws of the land; that means love and respectful obedience of parents, and those they have 

placed in authority over us. Obedience is not blind, it is a mature, aware submission in love to 

God, because of God. 

Thanksgiving is love. Love of God, love of our fellow Christian for God’s sake. He who 

walks in thanksgiving walks in love. 

Walking in thanksgiving is still more. It is working. It is functioning at full capacity. We 



must always give our all in all things. Thanksgiving means that every minute of every day we 

serve God in this world by using the talents He has given us. 

Thanksgiving is, must be, a constant-obedience, a constant love, a constant effort; in 

effect, a constant living prayer. 

 Young people, let not your thanksgiving be a periodic affair. Let your thanks shine forth 

every moment of your life in everything you do. Live the command of God: “In everything give 

thanks: For this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” (I Thess. 5:18). 
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