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Nahum 3:5 — “Behold, I am against thee, saith the Lord of Hosts; and l will discover thy skirts 

upon thy face, and I will show the nations thy nakedness, and the kingdoms thy shame.” 

 

The subject for this article could appear to be a strange one in a magazine for young 

people. Yet I think it has a place. One cannot but be impressed that nudity and semi-nudity is a 

way of life today and in our land. Movie advertisements emphasize the degree of nudity in the 

films showing in the local movie houses. The restraints upon television programs are loosening. 

And who has not heard of and joked about miniskirts? I could mention other and similar 

examples. So a few thoughts concerning nudity might be in order. 

The first thought on the subject proceeds out of Genesis 2:25: “And they were both 

naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.”  This was the situation in the first Paradise. 

Man and woman needed no coverings. They were holy, without sin. Evil and adulterous thoughts 

never entered their minds. They indeed beheld the beauty of God’s creation within their own 

bodies — as well as in the universe about them. There was no need for covering, nor reason for 

shame. 

But Adam’s transgression changed this entirely, in their sin, they recognized their 

nakedness and sought to cover this with fig leaves sewed together. Adam and Eve were not 

seeking to hide their nakedness from each other — and there were no other moral, rational 

creatures from which they must hide their nakedness. No, they rather feared to stand naked 

before the righteous God. God knew them: He knew their thoughts; man stood before God 

literally and spiritually naked. And though Adam and Eve sought to hide themselves in the 

garden, there was no escape from the righteous and holy God. 

Man could not hide from God — but God Himself then provided the only sort of 

covering which could properly hide the nakedness of man. God made coats of skins to cover 

them. Such covering could only be obtained through the shedding of the blood of an animal. The 

figure is plain. The nakedness of man is covered properly through the shed blood of the Lamb of 

God. Even man’s covering today serves to remind the Christian of that glorious covering which 

belongs to him only by the free and rich grace of our God. 

The covering which God provided for Adam was a covering meant to be for His own 

elect whom He had chosen. For wicked man, his curse would be that his nakedness would be 

revealed to all. Though man might try to hide his own corruption, God Himself would see to it 

that this was fully exposed. Many passages of Scripture point to this as a fact. There is the text 

quoted above this article. God speaks of the end of the wicked. Their spiritual exposure is 

portrayed in the figure of a physical uncovering. Jeremiah in chapter 22 declares essentially the 

same thing: “For the greatness of thine iniquity are thy skirts discovered, and thy heels made 

bare. . . . Therefore will I discover thy skirts upon thy face, that thy shame may appear. I have 

seen thine adulteries, and thy neighings, and lewdness of thy whoredom, and thine abominations 

on the hills in the fields. Woe unto thee, O Jerusalem! Wilt thou not he made clean? When shall 

it once be?” (vs. 22, 26, 27). 

Revelation presents the judgment of God upon Babylon (the world) in the same terms. 

“And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make 

her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.” 



It is an awful picture. The wicked world seeks to evade that certain condemnation by 

God. The world itself boasts in its own goodness. It seeks to make of this world a better place in 

which to live. Utopia will be established here on the earth. It boasts of its philanthropies. It seeks 

an earthly peace. It desires to overcome the torments of the sentence of death. And many are 

impressed by the actions of the world. It was also the Synod of 1924 of the Christian Reformed 

Church that expressed that the covering of the world was in many respects not too bad — in fact, 

even good. That Synod pointed to the “good” that sinners do. It began to admire the clothing of 

the world — and as a sad consequence, today has even made some use of that clothing for itself 

(cf. their recent decision on the “film arts”). 

But all of these filthy rags which the world admires, will be stripped from the wicked 

themselves. Their nakedness, their utter corruption, will be exposed finally for all to see. No fine 

talk, no twisted theology, will be able to hide that shame of the wicked. Their skirts will be lifted 

entirely above their heads. Their filthy corruption will be seen and condemned. 

One of the most striking things in the judgment of God upon the wicked, is that they 

themselves, unaware of what they are doing, participate in carrying out the very judgment which 

God speaks against them — at least in part they do. A certain covering hides their shame — and 

yet in our day the world has been making efforts toward raising its own “skirts above its head.” It 

unabashedly begins to uncover its own shame. God’s judgment upon the world is seen when the 

world itself presents its movies filled with all manner of filth. Its uncovered bodies reveal man’s 

lust and evil desires. Its openly-portrayed adulteries reveal the wickedness of the world to all. Its 

use of sex and the exposed body in advertisements is an uncovering of the shame of the world. 

The skirts of mankind are being raised higher and higher. Mini-skirts are only the beginning. 

“Topless” clothing reveal only the start of full exposure. Scripture declares that their skirts shall 

be upon their face. Formerly man sought to hide and to cover himself —as did Adam. But God in 

His judgment will reveal the utter wickedness of this world. And the world itself, as part of this 

judgment of God, is actively engaged to reveal more and more of its own nakedness. 

What has this to do with covenant young people? Much, I believe. One sees the trend, 

under the guise of being fashionable, of members of the church imitating the world. What the 

world does, the church also considers fashionable. When the world seeks to expose its 

nakedness, many in the church think it is the proper and fashionable thing for them to do too. It 

is indeed a shame when the church wants to imitate that which itself is the judgment of God upon 

the wicked. 

I have no intention to declare what is the necessary “length of skirt” or “tightness of 

pants.” I only urge each to consider what is going on in the world in these last days. What are we 

imitating? We have the command of Scripture: “Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that 

watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame” (Rev. 16:15). 

And again, “To her (new Jerusalem, the bride of the Lamb) was granted that she should be 

arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of the saints” (Rev. 

19:8). And you—how are you dressed? 
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