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These are the days when many false teachers and false preachers have something to say 

to those who are seeking a way out of the morass in which they find themselves. These false 

teachers and false preachers can easily find their way into the homes of Bible believing 

Christians. The methods of distribution of their false teaching have been perfected to a degree 

which would have been unheard of in the early history of the world. Our technological age has 

brought with it many advances in the spread of false doctrines. I refer especially to magazines 

and radio broadcasts which so easily find their way into our family rooms and our libraries. 

Often the doctrines which are taught in these magazines and are preached on the air-waves are so 

subtle and so deceitful that even we who are founded in the truth of the Word of God are 

deceived. The Scriptures warn that the days will be shortened for even the very elect are in 

danger of being deceived. “Therefore, if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; 

believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs 

and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” Matthew 

22:23-24. 

I am writing about what seems to me to be a very serious problem. This is not only a 

serious problem for those people who are outside the Protestant Reformed Churches, but it is a 

serious problem for us who are members of these churches. Furthermore, this is a significant 

problem for the young people in our churches. Our young people must be alerted to the basic 

beliefs and teachings of those men who would subvert the truth and who would flood our homes 

and lives with the bewitching siren’s call. 

Not all roads that lead to God are good. This is the false teaching of those who would say 

that it matters not what a man believes or what he teaches as long as he is sincere. Christ said: “I 

am the way the truth and the life. No man cometh unto the Father but by me.” John 14:6. This 

means that we must properly understand this way and we must cling to the straight and tried 

paths. 

The basic question that confronts us in our whole life is: “What think ye of Christ, whose 

son is He?” Matthew 22:42. 

We must not in this respect listen to the cries of the false church, which clamors for union 

at any cost. These false preachers are not interested in unity. We must beware of those who use 

the syncretistic approach in religion. This is a kind of homogenization process which breaks 

everything down to a kind of lowest common denominator. A man like Arnold Toynbee, noted 

English historian, has advocated this in all of his writings on religion. (Possibly C. S. Lewis 

would speak of his work as “historicism.”) 

We live in a day when many are rejecting Christ and are attempting to subvert Christians 

by a subtle changing of the message of the gospel. These heretics must be refuted. “For such are 

false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no 

marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore, it is no great thing if 

his ministers also be transformed as ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to 

their works.” II Corinthians 11:13-15. 

It is my intention to write. D.V., several articles about a cult which is generally known for 

its monthly periodical THE PLAIN TRUTH. This magazine has found its way into several of our 

homes in the Grand Rapids area and I am certain that there must be other homes in our 



community of churches and in the homes of others, who might receive the Beacon Lights, that 

receive monthly, free of charge, this pernicious literature. An abundance of falsehood is 

disseminated in the garb of “Plain Truth.” It is my intention to write some of the facts that 

underlie the publication of this periodical. 

There are undoubtedly those who know about the radio broadcast, The World Tomorrow. 

This broadcast is sponsored by the same organization that publishes THE PLAIN TRUTH. 

The church should be challenged to investigate the cults and to be familiar with these 

aberrations of the truth. The cults are claimed by some commentators to be growing percentage-

wise faster than the combined growth of the Protestant and Roman Catholic denominations. 

I know that orthodox Christians (those who maintain the truths of the Reformation which 

have been developed by the true church through all the centuries of the New Dispensation) have 

the spiritual and dogmatic equipment to evaluate these cults. We have the equipment and yet the 

lie is always garbed in deceitful accoutrements. We must be fully grounded in the truth to 

perspicuously perceive that which is false. 

The American Banking Association is said to have a training program which involves 

several hundred tellers a year. The purpose of this program is to train the tellers to distinguish 

counterfeit money from real money. They have found that the best method for giving this ability 

to tellers is to have tellers work only with genuine bills for two weeks. This produces such a 

familiarity with the genuine bill that the teller is easily able to detect the “fools gold” from that 

which is truly gold. (I would suppose that all types of applications could be made.) 

He that is thoroughly familiar with the truths of Scriptures as they are embodied in our 

Reformed Creeds should easily detect the false from that which is true but the lie is carefully 

concealed in the verbiage of seeming orthodoxy. 

There are many cults which the orthodox Christian must know. They are: Jehovah’s 

Witnesses, Christian Science, Mormons, Sweden-borgianism, Black Muslims, The Unity School, 

and a host of others. Among these cults that the Christian must beware is the cult which we have 

chosen to study. This is the cult which is most notably represented today by Herbert W. 

Armstrong. This cult is Anglo-Israelism. 

The cult of Anglo-Israelism is more than a century old in the United States. It was 

brought to the United States from England. Anglo-Israelism gained adherents in England many 

years ago. Shortly after the Elizabethan Era (1558-1603) adherents were being drawn to the 

theories that are embodied by this Anglo-Israel cult. 

Today the most vocal proponents of the Anglo-Israelic system of Biblical interpretation 

in North America and Canada are James Lovell, Howard Rand, and Herbert W. Armstrong. 

James Lovell makes his home in Fort Worth, Texas, and he has spoken on sixty radio 

stations in the United States and Canada. He is the editor of a monthly magazine entitled 

Kingdom Digest. More than 50,000 tracts, pamphlets, and magazines are distributed each month 

by the James Lovell organization. 

Howard Rand heads up one of the organizers of the Anglo-Saxon Federation founded in 

1930, called “Destiny Publishers.” Rand has his headquarters in Haverhill, Massachusetts. A 

magazine with more than 23,000 subscribers is circulated each month. 

The third and most well-known of these proponents of Anglo-Israelism is Herbert W. 

Armstrong. Herbert Armstrong makes his home and headquarters in the city of the Rose Bowl, 

Pasadena, California. He is the founder of the RADIO CHURCH OF GOD and THE WORLD 

TOMORROW radio program. This is a half-hour program which is heard coast to coast and is 

aired by 101 domestic stations and by 48 foreign stations via short wave radio. Armstrong is also 



the founder of AMBASSADOR COLLEGE which is committed to the tenants of Anglo-

Israelism and is located in Pasadena, California. He is founder and editor of THE PLAIN 

TRUTH, a monthly magazine which circulates more than 430,000 copies. 

Walter R. Martin, author of The Kingdom of the Cults, claims that the Radio Church of 

God is the most deadly of all forms of Anglo-Israelism. It denies foundational Christian truth 

because there is not even a guarded orthodoxy in the areas of the nature of God nor in the areas 

of personal redemption and the Person and work of Christ. 

The basic premise of Anglo-Israelite theory is: 

a. The ten, tribes were lost (Israelites) when the Jews were captured by the Assyrians 

under King Sargon, 

b. These so-called “lost” tribes are in reality, the Saxae, or Scythians who surged 

westward through Northern Europe and eventually became the ancestors of the Saxons who 

later invaded England. 

c. Anglo-Saxons are the “lost ten tribes of Israel, and are substituted, in Anglo-Israel 

interpretation and exegesis, for the Israel of the Bible. 

(to be continued) 
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