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Each year at about this time Reformation Day is called to your attention, covenant youth. 

However, has it become so natural that you cease to consider its importance to you? This could 

become a rather easy thing to let happen, for by nature we are so inclined to take things for 

granted. Perhaps this has happened to you. 

Whether this be the case or not, let us consider why we should not let such an attitude 

form. What does the Reformation mean to you? It is not hard to answer this question properly. 

We may say that it is one of the most important events that has ever affected our lives. But, you 

ask: how could something that happened so long ago affect my life today? This is a very 

important question, for today there is always the clamor for the making of everything relevant. 

Are the principles of the Reformation relevant? I am afraid that most people outside of our circle 

would think not. This is the evidence of the ever increasing attempt to do away with the creeds of 

the church. 

The Reformation, indeed, affects our lives today. The principles of the Reformation are 

relevant. For take note, beloved young people, that at the time of the reformation the true 

manifestation was almost nonexistent. The truth of God’s Word was no longer maintained in the 

church of Rome. Church government had become a hierarchy with an “infallible” pope as 

dictator. Salvation was granted by the Romish Church, not by God. The pope forgave sin. Thus, 

it was taught that all one had to do was trust in the clergy and all would be well. 

This stand by the church, as then manifest, led to ignorance among the people.  There 

was an ignorance in the knowledge of God’s Word. Hence, salvation was presented more and 

more boldly as the work of man. However, such doctrine left God’s children cold, for there was 

no comfort and assurance for the sinner. We are sinners and cannot save ourselves! 

But the Reformation wrought by God’s grace through Luther, Zwingli, and Calvin 

changed all of this. These men maintained steadfastly that: First, the Word of God was the sole 

authority for life and doctrine. Hence, the Scriptures were returned to the laity, and the preaching 

became central once again in the church; Secondly, they held to the Scriptural truth that 

justification is by faith alone, not by works. 

We have the truth to guide us in life and doctrine, because of this work of God through 

these men and others, whom the Spirit led to develop the principles of the Reformation. Thus we 

are able to face the world in which we live. And doing this, young people, you need not act as 

the hippies, or yippies, nor need you find consolation in drugs. For you have the comfort of the 

truth which the Reformation has given us. 

All things work together for good to God’s elect children! Understanding our depravity, 

we don’t have the insecurity of trusting in ourselves for salvation, but God sent His Son to atone 

fully for our sins. Further, God preserves us to the very end, even unto glory! Many do not hold 

to these truths that the reformers preserved and emphasized, but beloved young people where is 

there comfort outside of these Scriptural truths. There is none! Daily thank your Father in heaven 

for the Reformation which returned the true church to His Word. 
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