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How often do we not forget the amazing greatness of our God! That we should ever 

forget seems to be beyond comprehension. Within all of this vast creation, God has graciously 

revealed Himself to us in a higher degree than to many others of past ages or of other lands. We, 

more than many others, confess and rejoice in the absolute sovereignty of our God. We, more 

than many others, rejoice and find comfort in the grace of God which is revealed to a particular 

people through Jesus Christ. We have all this only by the grace of our God — surely not because 

we deserved or merited it. Yet we often forget in our daily lives that greatness of the Sovereign 

Ruler of heaven and earth. We are as those who live under the shadow of the beautiful 

mountains. Such people who live there soon grow accustomed to this great beauty. They 

continue their daily tasks without often bothering to look up to behold the beauty that surrounds 

them, Often it takes a stranger, one raised on the flat plains, to admire and point out the “purple 

mountain's majesty.” So it is with us. We have grown up in the midst of rich theological, 

scriptural treasures. Our senses have somewhat become dulled to the great beauty of these 

treasures. We must be repeatedly reminded of the riches which are ours by the grace of our God. 

That is the purpose of the theme of this convention — and now of this particular division thereof. 

We must see this afternoon the greatness of the God Who saves us. The question we 

confront is: how can this truth really be impressed upon us as we ought to know and confess it? 

One illustration from this modern age occurred to me — an illustration that might serve this 

purpose. We hear today much of rockets and rocket travel. Suppose, with a far-out stretch of our 

imagination, we had before us two rockets about to leave the earth. These would be rockets of a 

design not yet within the capability of man’s efforts — rockets which could travel at the speed of 

light — approximately 186,000 miles per second. These two were about to begin a journey to 

discover the extent of the universe — the greatness of its breadth. According to scientists, these 

would each have to travel billions of years in opposite directions at unbelievable speeds to attain 

such a goal. If you were present as these rockets are about to lift from the earth, you would have 

witnessed an event about which you would talk for the rest of your lives. All, but all of this is 

beyond the ability and even the imagination of man. Yet we have experienced as children of God 

something far more wonderful. Our sins have been removed farther than any rocket could even 

conceivably travel. The Psalmist declares, “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He 

removed our transgressions from us” (103:12). That’s amazing, unbelievable, spectacular. That’s 

something greater than any project that man has devised or can devise. That is greater even than 

the sending of rockets to the corners of the universe. That is what children of God have 

experienced. Ought we not then talk of that salvation which is ours through Jesus Christ our 

Lord? 

The facts of our salvation are familiar to you. You were instructed in these from your 

infancy in catechism, in school, and upon your parents’ knees. But let us review some of these. 

First, there is the fact of our need of salvation. We confess that Adam as our 

representative head transgressed the perfect law of God. God had declared that the day that 

Adam would eat of the forbidden tree he would surely die. Adam disobeyed — and died. And we 

are all held responsible before God for that one sin of Adam. But also we all sin daily in all 

things. How often we speak contrary to what God’s Word requires! We think sinful thoughts; we 

do evil things. We read what we ought not to read. We see and hear what we ought not. We are 

sinners. At bottom, we have rebelled against proper authority. We have rebelled against the 



authority of the Sovereign God Who says: thou shalt; and, thou shaft not. In rebelling against 

God, we rebel against all authority: the authority of government, the authority of the home, the 

authority of the church. We are ready to pretend today that obedience to proper authority is really 

a new doctrine — but the truth is, this is the old doctrine of Scripture. 

Rebellion is a terrible thing. You, young people, know that too. You have seen that 

possibly in little children. How utterly repulsive you yourself consider it to be when little 

children act arrogantly over- against their parents. How sickening to see a little child strike his 

parents in anger! How disgusting when such a child tells his parents what to do and where to go! 

Yet in a far greater degree have we rebelled against God. We have attempted to slap Him in the 

face; we insist in walking in our own sinful way. 

The sentence of the righteous God against all such rebels is death. So had God spoken to 

Adam before he fell. The sentence of God must be carried out. And it must be carried out for all 

mankind. Nor is that sentence of death only physical. Death is the separation from the favor and 

blessing of our God. Death makes the reception of all the favor of God completely impossible. 

From that sentence of death, for man, there is no way of escape. The very idea of death 

emphasizes that. The dead cannot engage in any activity. One can plead with him, beg him, 

persuade him — but his ears do not hear; his mind will not respond. Such is also spiritual death. 

Such an one cannot desire nor seek that which is heavenly and spiritual. He cannot deliver 

himself from death. 

But what man could never do, that God accomplished. You know this truth. God sent His 

only begotten Son into our flesh to deliver us from our sin. His Son offered Himself in our flesh 

for the sins of His own. He took God’s wrath, an infinite wrath, upon Himself that we might 

never have to bear it. God’s Son in our flesh gave His life that we through Him might live. 

And God applies that wonder-work of the cross to the hearts of His people. He 

regenerates them through the Spirit of the Son. He changes their hearts from hearts of stone to 

those of flesh. He gives them the newness of life. He calls that life into conscious existence 

through the Word proclaimed. He directs and guides His people in righteousness before Him on 

this sinful 

earth. Finally, He brings His own to eternal glory. Thus does God execute His eternal counsel 

according to which He had chosen a particular people in Christ before the foundations of the 

earth. 

Far more could be said of that wonderwork of God. But for us today I would emphasize 

especially the marvel of that which God has done. We often forget what a wonder this was. The 

infinite, eternal God, the Creator of the heavens and the earth, the Sustainer of all things — this 

God is pleased to save us in the giving of His only Son. He saves US. We are but insignificant 

creatures of the dust; we are rebels; we deserve no blessing whatsoever. Can you explain why 

God should do all this for US? Yet we confess this is true. We confess that we have experienced 

the wonder of salvation through the blood of the Lamb. 

In the saving of His people, one thing must be seen: the greatness of God. To reveal His 

own greatness outside of Himself. God created all things. He reveals in the thunder, in the 

storms, in the earthquake, His power and wrath. He sets forth the fact of His own glory — this is 

clearly seen in that which He has made. He created all things, further, in as a stage upon which 

would take place the wonder of salvation. All things must serve that purpose: that God saves His 

people in Christ. 

The salvation of a particular people is meant to reveal in the highest possible way the 

greatness of God. Salvation reveals the greatness of God’s love, of His mercy, of His grace to a 



degree that could not otherwise be seen. Adam did indeed know the love of God in Paradise. He 

saw this in the trees; in the grass of the field; in the animals that roamed the land. But God, in 

saving us, shows love as Adam could not have known it before he fell. God shows such love that 

He gives His only Son to save a people who deserve nothing, God shows such love that He pours 

out infinite wrath upon Him — that wrath which was our due. Through Christ, out of mere grace, 

God removes our sins as far as east is from west. He brings to eternal glory by elevating from 

miry clay. Only in the deep way of sin and grace could such a wonder of love and grace and 

mercy be seen in such a high degree! God saves a particular people to show His own greatness. 

That brings us to the question concerning yourself. Why are you here? Why were you 

born? Why were you born in the line of the covenant? Have you ever asked yourself some of 

these questions? Are you, perhaps, so foolish as to think that you are on the earth for yourself? 

Are you here simply to have fun? Does the earth and its contents exist simply for your sake? If 

such is your idea, you have not known the wonder of the salvation that God wrought. 

The child of God, and you confess yourself to be such, is here as a living manifestation of 

the wonder of the love and grace of our God. He is here to glorify God and sing His praises. He 

is here to admire and proclaim the wonder of the cross. He is here to declare in all that he does: 

My God how great Thou art! Your theme song expresses that: 

 

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

Sent Him to die, 1 scarce can take it in; 

That on the cross; my burden gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away my sin. 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

And there proclaim, my God, how great thou art! 

 

Your calling, young people, is to maintain this glorious truth. You live in an age in which 

a concerted attempt is made to destroy this blessed confession. There is the old Arminian theory 

which is even now widely accepted in the very Reformed circles which condemned it in 1618 

and 1619. Arminianism detracts from this greatness of God. Arminianism would give some of 

the credit for salvation to the man who is willing to accept Christ. Arminianism cannot have a 

proper understanding of the greatness and glory of our God. Nor can it find comfort in its 

salvation. 

Modernism and liberalism become increasingly popular. There is the denial of God as He 

presents Himself in Scripture. There is the denial of the atonement of the cross. There is a denial 

of Scripture as the infallible Word of God. These views will become ever more popular among 

“churchmen.” 

You, young people, in your formative years beware of all these evil heresies which 

question or deny the greatness of our God. Do not be fooled by the easy conversation of learned 

men bent upon deception. Do not be influenced by that old idea that many roads lead to heaven 

— it matters not what one believes or what one is. Nor be ready to compromise the truth of the 

greatness and Sovereignty of our God because of some inclination of your flesh. One can quickly 

forget of the greatness of God in order to choose a husband or wife who themselves care not 

about God or His Word. One can quickly choose a well-paying job over against the truth of the 

Sovereignty of our God. One can seek worldly entertainment and lusts, and these are so available 



today, over against the greatness of our God. Beware! Stand fast! 

The calling of the church today and tomorrow is to maintain the absolute greatness 

(sovereignty) of our God in our salvation. That has been, by God’s grace, taught beautifully in 

our Protestant Reformed Churches. God requires that the truth concerning His greatness be 

maintained in the purest possible degree. One may never forsake that — neither for work nor for 

husband or wife. 

And learn more and more of the wonder of the greatness of the God Who saves us. Those 

who are ignorant of that truth are also those who quickly forsake it. These neither know nor care 

about that glorious truth. But you are called to know it. Study Scripture. Do that in catechism and 

society as well as at home. Hear it faithfully under the preaching of the Word. And acknowledge 

in all things now, as the church will in eternity: How great is God! 
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