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I certainly need not repeat, as our former speakers already said, that your theme for this 

convention is not only beautiful and fitting, but also that it is most appropriate for such times as 

these in which we are called to live. This confession — for confession it is — we have already 

made at this convention from various aspects. It is my hope and prayer that this will become just 

a little more significant and richer as we speak of our God, confessing together, 0 God, How 

Great Thou Art in our lives. 

It is my intention to treat this subject from three aspects: God’s Greatness in His 

providential care over us; God’s Greatness within us in using us for the calling whereto He has 

called us; and God’s Greatness for us in giving purpose to our lives, even leading us unto His 

eternal salvation. Thus I will speak on: 

I. How Great Thou Art In Thy Care Over Us. 

II. How Great Thou Art In Thy Calling Within Us. 

III. How Great Thou Art In Giving Purpose To Our Lives. 

Providence is the amazing wonder of the power of God that surrounds us every moment 

of our lives. 

Look at the ordinary rose with its small, delicate petals forming into a bud and gradually 

unfolding into a beautiful flower. Think of the beauty of the sunset, the flashing of the lightning, 

the clapping of the thunder, the terrific power of a tornado or earthquake, the roar of the lion, the 

bleating of the lamb. Think of the fact that God places kernels of wheat in the ground, causes 

them to grow and produce a harvest, out of which finally appears the bread that lies before us on 

the table. Or think of the fact that God puts us to sleep at night, awakens us in the morning, gives 

us sight to our eyes, hearing for our ears, strength to walk, to think, to speak, to work. Think of 

all the millions of people who are in His power, whose course of life He directs. Think of the 

raging of wicked men against Him, uniting today in rebellion, anarchy and riot, preparing for the 

coming of the antichrist; and yet even these, with their Prince, the Devil, are all in God’s power 

to carry out His purpose unto our salvation. 

Scripture uses the figure of God’s Almighty Hand. Take a look a moment at your own 

hand and see how wonderfully that is formed. It is dexterous, skillful, strong, useful for many 

purposes. Some have the hand of an artist, some the hand of a musician, some of a skilled 

mechanic or surgeon. All of these are but a picture of the Almighty HAND of God that is able to 

accomplish all that He wills. And we are, as it were, right in the palm of that Hand. Not as if we 

exist apart from God. We even derive our life and being from that Hand. But at the same time 

that Hand upholds us, directs our way, provides us with all that is good, cares for us. That is the 

unspeakable comfort of the believer, which the world so sorely lacks. The Hand of the Lord is 

against the wicked in anger, but that same Hand is the Hand of our heavenly Father caring for us 

in love. 

I want to borrow just a few examples from Scripture to bring this fact home to us. 

The first example is taken from the words of Moses addressed to Israel at the end of their 

journey through the wilderness to the land of Canaan. In retrospect Moses could say: “As an 

eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, 

beareth them on her wings: So the Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with 

him” (Deut. 32:11). When God called Israel out of Egypt He tore up their nest in which they had 



snuggled in warm contentment for such a long time. Like a mother eagle, God cast His fledglings 

out into the open sky to teach them to use their wings. Yet at the same time He hovered over 

them in deep concern, watching them as they anxiously fluttered, struggled, and fell. When they 

were weary of struggling He swooped, as it were, under them, took them up upon His strong 

opinions, and brought them back to the safety of the high cliff. They were afraid, weary, but the 

better for the experience. That is what the Lord also does with us. He makes life difficult, full of 

anxiety for us, only to teach us to use our wings and fly. But at the same time He watches over us 

and cares for us. 

Now to use another example from that same history of Israel, yet from a slightly different 

point of view. When Israel had encamped at Sinai for about a year, the Lord said to them: “You 

have dwelt long enough at this mountain: Turn you, and take your journey.” Can you imagine 

what an excitement those orders created in the camp of two million people? Suddenly all 

appointments were cancelled, all plans were disrupted. They had to pack their few possessions, 

pull out their tent stakes and be on their way; men, women, children, cattle and all that they had. 

It meant a change of scenery, journeying through the heat of day and through the chill and 

darkness of the night along paths that they had never seen before. It meant following the lighted 

cloud wherever the Lord would lead them; and that for almost forty years. Now doesn’t God do 

the same with us? There was a time when He took us from the quiet seclusion of our homes to 

send us to school. He took us from the elementary grades into high school. And many of you He 

already took from high school into college. There comes a time when we leave our parental 

home to make a home of our own with the life-mate that God chooses for us. You may even have 

to travel from place to place, through all kinds of pleasant and bitter experiences, until your 

pathway ends in the eternal Rest above. But it is always God s Hand that leads, that mighty Hand 

of our Great God! 

And how wonderful to know that He cares for us, not only in Almighty, sovereign power, 

in inscrutable wisdom, but also in infinite, unchanging love. His mercy faileth never. “0 God,” 

we confess, “How great Thou art in Thy providential care over us.” 

And that brings me to a second phase of God’s Greatness in our lives; His calling which 

He entrusts to each of us in the work that He has given to us to do. 

In this connection, the text in Ephesians 2:10 has always made a strong impression upon 

me. There we read: "For we are his (God’s) workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 

works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” I can only touch on a few 

of the golden nuggets that lie hidden in this beautiful passage. 

There is, first of all, the fact mentioned, that each of us is precision made by the most 

skilled Craftsman, the living God Himself. We are made according to His own specifications, 

like a carefully cut diamond or a delicately constructed piece of intricate mechanism. Each of us 

comes forth from the Hand of God just exactly as He would form us, each with our own gifts, 

talents, character traits, according to our individual place in life. 

Secondly, there is the fact that YOU and I are created in Christ Jesus as beloved children, 

born-again saints, to occupy our own place in the Church, unto the gathering of the saints and the 

coming of God’s kingdom. 

Thirdly, we are created in Christ Jesus unto good works; works which only each of us can 

perform according to our place in the organism of the Body of Christ. No one can take our place. 

And the Body of Christ, the Church, would not be complete without us in our own place. In our 

physical bodies an eye must function as an eye, and ear as an ear, a mouth as a mouth, and a 

hand as a hand. And thus it is also in the Body of Christ. Or we can compare our good works to 



the bells that chime from the steeple. Each bell carries its own tone, but together they send forth 

the music that thrills the hearts of those who hear it. 

Finally, these works are divinely appointed works. God is carrying out His counsel 

through us. And what a wonder that is, that each boy and girl, each young man and young 

woman, each father and mother, each son and daughter, teacher and preacher, or whatever our 

place may be in God’s church, — we each serve for the welfare of the saints, for the gathering of 

the church, and for the coming of God’s kingdom. In that great day of days we shall even receive 

our own “well-done” for the work that God has wrought in and through us! 

That is obviously what Paul had in mind when he confessed: “For to me to live is Christ, 

and to die is gain.” (Phil. 1:21). What a confession that is! 

Paul looked back and saw that Christ was the beginning of his life, the Author of his 

faith. Christ had called him out of darkness into God’s marvelous light. How well he 

remembered that particular call on the way to Damascus, when he was blinded by the light of 

Christ’s glory. How wonderful when his eyes were opened and he confessed Christ as his Lord 

and Savior. 

From that followed that Christ became the constant source of his life. Christ was the vine, 

and of that vine Paul was privileged to be a branch. Out of Christ flowed the power of life 

whereby Paul could bring forth fruits unto salvation. No wonder that he always maintained: “I 

live, yet no more I, Christ lives in me.” 

Thus Christ became the purpose in his life. How diligently he labored for the sake of the 

Gospel. He was proud to refer to himself as a slave of Jesus Christ. All his life he even willingly 

suffered for the sake of the gospel. And when toward the close of his life he stood before 

Agrippa, who sneered at the thought that Paul was trying to make a Christian of him, Paul 

answered that he would not exchange Agrippa’s throne and fortunes and prestige for what he 

had, that wonderful conviction that he was indeed a Christian. He could wish that Agrippa would 

be as he was, except for his chains. 

For Paul to live was Christ. And therefore Christ was also the goal in Paul’s life. To die 

was gain. Come what may, even though he would have to die a martyr’s death for the sake of the 

gospel, he could still say: To me death is always only GAIN. 

At this juncture I want to ask you, covenant youth: In how far is that true in your lives 

today? Let me be very specific: What is your ambition, your aim in life? Some of you would like 

to be rich? Do you say: For to me to live is money? Then your end is loss, for you certainly must 

leave it all behind when you die. Others may say: For to me to live is to have fun, enjoy life and 

get out of it all the pleasure that I can. But then again: To die is what? What else but weeping and 

everlasting torment? Or you say: To me to live is to attain success, honor, possibly a name that 

might even go down in history. But then too your end is destruction, everlasting shame under 

God’s curse. For the wicked have no peace, saith my God. 

What a privilege, then, as covenant youth to be able to say with Paul: For to me to live is 

Christ. That is the wonder of grace working in us. And the end? To die is then gain, victory, 

glory with Him. Saved by grace! 

And that brings me to my final thought: O God, How Great Thou art in Giving a Purpose, 

a Goal to our lives. 

Life is vanity and vexation of spirit, The great Preacher, Solomon, was no pessimist when 

he said that. It is the reality that the world experiences every day. For to live apart from God is 

death. The most miserable people in this world are those who revel in their sins, such as the 

hippies, the dope fiends, the drunkards, and their kind. They are of a world that is dashing toward 



destruction! 

But God has delivered us from this present evil world to make us friend-servants and 

stewards in His house. Yes, exactly at a time like this we are called to live. It is a time of social 

upheaval. Plainly the old customs and ways of living are falling away. We are going into a new 

era. But that era is the era of antichrist, more rebellion against God, more violence, bolder 

wickedness, greater defiance of decency and good order, more reveling in lust and pleasure, until 

the measure of man’s sin is full, the world runs into a dead-end road, the vials of God’s wrath are 

poured out in judgment upon the earth, and Christ appears with the clouds. 

It is in such a time that we are privileged to live. I say “privileged,” because we seek the 

things above, and our redemption draws near. Of Enoch we read that he walked with God. Of 

David that he said: “I have the Lord continually before me, He is at my right hand, I shall not be 

moved.” And of Asaph: “Thou hast holden me by my right hand. Thou shalt guide me by thy 

counsel, afterward to take me to glory.” 

For you and me it means that we must redeem the time and work out our salvation with 

fear and trembling. Prayerfully you must walk from day to day; prayerfully seek your life mate; 

prayerfully choose your vocation. Always in all things you must ask: "Lord, what wilt Thou have 

me do?” Show in your manner of dress and speech and actions that you are the conquerors in this 

world, running the race, lighting the good fight, holding to the faith! 

Then with Paul we say: Who can separate us from the love of God? Nay, in all these evils 

we see round about us we are more than conquerors! 0 God, How great Thou art in my life! 
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