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On the evening of Thursday, July 15, most of the conventioneers to the PRYP convention 

of 1968 appeared at First Church to register. The out-of-towners also received their lodging 

appointments at this time. The next morning the delegates met for the regular business meeting 

after the late registration. Everything went smoothly during the meeting, leaving some time for a 

short, but heated football game before lunch. Professor Hanko gave a very concise after-dinner 

“pep talk” and then everyone rode to Fuller Park for the annual East-West ball game. In the girls’ 

game the Westerners were the victors while the guys from the East trounced their opponents. 

That evening Reverend Lanting gave a very uplifting speech on the first division of the 

Convention theme, “How Great Thou Art in Creation.” Afterwards everyone went downstairs to 

get acquainted while playing games and eating refreshments. 

Early Saturday morning the conventioneers met at the church and traveled to the Double 

J. Ranch. Everyone had a very enjoyable time playing tennis, badminton, horseshoes, rowing. 

swimming, eating the succulent meals, and listening to a very enriching speech by Reverend Van 

Baren. Everyone left for Grand Rapids at seven o’clock: tired but happy. 

Since the next day was Sunday, everyone went to church at 9:30. In the afternoon a very 

pertinent debate about the Beacon Lights was observed by a rather large crowd. 

After church in the evening, many adults as well as the young people attended a 

singspiration during which some extraordinary special numbers were presented. 

A superb pancake breakfast was served the next morning before the conventioneers 

headed for Tunnel Park on Lake Michigan where they enjoyed a delightful swim in the fresh, 

invigorating water. 

The delegates voted for the new officers after a delicious lunch. Then the majority of the 

group left to prepare themselves for the banquet. 

The banquet took place at the Sveden House in Grand Rapids. Since the dinner was not 

ready at once, Reverend C. Hanko presented his fine speech, “How Great Thou Art in Our 

Lives,” before the delicious dinner was served. Afterwards the film “American Spectacle” was 

shown. 

The convention ended with the announcement that Ron VanOverloop is to be the new 

president of the Federation and that the next convention will he held, D.V., in Redlands, 

California. 
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