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Black and white, religious leaders looked upon Dr. Martin Luther King with some kind of 

awe. They saw something of the Old Testament prophet in him. And his closest followers looked 

on him almost as a messiah. He had a "charisma” as the theologians put it, an inspired quality, an 

inner force pressing him on. Although many were skeptical of his rather dubious non-violent 

methods, no one ever questioned his cherished goal — equality and justice experienced in the 

brotherhood of all men. On August 28, 1963, climaxing a civil rights march on Washington, 

D.C., he delivered his now-famous ”I have a dream” speech. 

Now is the time to make real the promises of democracy. Now is the time to rise from 

the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice .... I 

have a dream. It is a dream that is rooted in the American dream that one day this 

nation will rise up and live out of the true meaning of its creed;  “We hold these 

truths to be self- evident, that all men are created equal.” 

I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a nation where they will not 

be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their
-
 characters. 

This is our hope. This is the faith that I will go back to the South with — with this 

faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope.  

 It is questionable how much hewing King did accomplish, and perhaps the mountain is 

made out of a harder granite and the stone embedded more firmly than what he 

suspected. And maybe he could expedite the task had he proposed to chip with a more suitable 

and durable chisel. However, on examining both his goal and his methodology, one perceives 

that he ought not only replace his tools, but that he ought to be in search of a different stone. 

Martin Luther King strove for a humanistic, unattainable, and anti-Scriptural goal, 

hypocritically implementing the holy office of the ministry of God’s Word. Almost 

sacrilegiously he maintained that he was divinely called to free God's people who were enslaved 

and to “let freedom ring,” somehow equating himself with the Old Testament Moses. 

How King ever adopted this gross misconception is as mysterious as his apparent lack of 

concern for his children's salvation when he states that his ultimate dream, faith, and hope is that 

his children will be able to live blissfully experiencing racial equality among the brotherhood of 

men. If that dream is all that constitutes his faith, then one can only view King as a shallow and 

vain individual. Realizing this, perhaps we should re-evaluate his dreams before we “pray for the 

fulfillment of the goals that Dr. King stood for.” 

 

Colossians 2:8: “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 

tradition, of men. after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.” 
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