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"By faith Abram sojourned in the land of promise, as in a. strange country, dwelling in, 

tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise."—HEBREWS 11:9 

 

The account of Abram's arriving in the land of Canaan is presented in the 12th chapter of 

Genesis. God had called Abram from Ur to go to the land God would show him. Abram went by 

faith. 

Now Abram had arrived in that land of which God had spoken. Before his eyes stretched 

the plain (or oaks) of Moreh. A beautiful sight it was! The valley was a bountiful land. It could 

support a goodly number of people. And beholding it, Abram could rejoice that God brought him 

to such a rich land. 

And God appeared to Abram and assured him that this land would indeed be given to his 

seed. God Himself would provide a place for the seed of the covenant. And for such a promise 

Abram could give to God the thanks. 

At the same time, and from a human viewpoint, there was much that was discouraging. 

Were he not a man of faith, Abram could well be discouraged by the fact that “the Canaanite was 

then in the land.” This promised land was not vacant. It was not lying there for the taking. But 

another people claimed it as their own. The Canaanite represented a very real threat to Abram 

too in the land of Canaan. The Canaanite would seek every opportunity to harm Abram. 

In addition to that, though God had promised to Abram’s seed this land, the fact was that: 

Abram had no seed. And of his wife Sarai we read that she was barren. Natural man would 

conclude that the promise of God was vain and empty. What sort of promise is this that a land is 

promised to a seed that does not exist — and humanly speaking would not exist? 

Abram’s experience is much as that which we have. There are plateaus of faith. We 

behold the unfolding of the promise of our God. We can rejoice in His goodness and grace to us. 

We hear of His plan of redemption through the cross of His Son. We experience how that He 

also works this out in the hearts of His people. We too look for that heavenly Canaan which He 

has promised to all those who are in Jesus Christ. 

Yet we face that fact that the “Canaanite is yet in the land.” We live in a world of sinners. 

They are all about us. They seek to tempt, to deceive, to mislead, and even to persecute and 

destroy. There is in addition this: we have still the sinful flesh. We are inclined to all evil. This 

might make it appear as though the promise of God cannot really be fulfilled. But we live by- 

faith, believing that God will provide for His people according to His promise. 

A second “problem” appears to arise in connection with Abram’s entrance into Canaan. 

We read in verses 6 through 9 of three moves Abram made. Each time he must erect his tent, 

then take it down and find another place. Partly, of course, this can be explained from the fact 

that Abram had his flocks and herds. These needed proper pasturage. Nor would it be strange 

then that the owner of these flocks would move all his belongings from place to place. But 

Abram’s moves also took place because the Canaanite was then in the land. The Canaanite did 

not welcome Abram with open arms. On the contrary, this people must have made known to 

Abram that he was not welcome in Canaan. Therefore, also Abram is constantly on the move. 

This too, apart from faith, would be a disturbing thing. God had promised to Abram this 

land. Yet Abram cannot find a permanent place of abode, One would think that the promise of 



God would also imply that Abram could choose for himself a nice location in Canaan, build 

himself a large and comfortable home: and from such a location he could direct all the operations 

of his “empire.” But this is not what happens. In the land of promise, Abram can find no abiding 

place — and he lives in tents. 

God had His reason for this. Abram must learn to live by faith as a pilgrim. He lived in 

the hope of the fulfillment of God’s promise. He believed that God would fulfill His Word and 

give this land indeed to his seed. But also, God caused Abram to look for that city which has 

foundations (Heb. II). Because Abram is forced to live as a stranger in a strange land, God 

directs Abram’s eyes heavenward where Abram will finally receive an abiding place. 

Such is also our position on the earth. We are living in tents. Sometimes it does not 

appear so. We have our fine homes. We have all the comforts which this world can provide. We 

become very attached to earthly things. We begin to work in order to establish ourselves the 

more on the earth. Often the earthly comes first for us — afterwards will we seek the heavenly. 

But such ought not to be. We have our homes, our work, our families here on the earth. But 

always our stay on the earth is to be regarded as a dwelling in tents. We have here no abiding 

place. It is proper that we are strangers on the earth. For our home is in heaven above. 

Finally, notice that this stranger, Abram, builds his altars in the land of Canaan.  This is 

proper and right. The altar suggested first that Abram enters the land of Canaan according to 

God’s promise for Jesus’ sake. Abram had no right to the promise in himself. God’s promise 

comes on the basis of the shed blood of the Lamb. Therefore, Abram properly presents the 

sacrifice. 

In sacrificing, Abram expresses his deep thanksgiving to God for all His benefits too. 

Abram believes that God’s promise will be fully realized. He acknowledges to God his gratitude 

for all these benefits received. 

In sacrificing, Abram worships publicly to God. He fears not the Canaanite in the land. 

He will acknowledge the Source of his blessing and care before all men. That too is proper, 

Abram does not simply men about him. But that which fills worship in the heart — for fear of 

offending Abram’s heart finds expression in his public worship before God. 

So also elect strangers on this earth worship God in thanksgiving. In our age man insists 

that public service to the Lord! according to His Word is not necessary. Man would rather close 

the churches of the land — and institute his own form of service. But the father of the faithful did 

not so walk. 

We have a calling also to worship the Lord publicly before men. We do so from Sunday 

to Sunday in the house of the Lord. God has provided for us this means to serve Him according 

to His Word.  There we sing together His praises. There we pray in the unity of the saints. There 

we hear the preaching of the Word, In this we also must continue to be faithful. God has 

wonderfully provided for us in Christ. He has redeemed us and prepares for us a place in heaven. 

He calls us to acknowledge publicly and unitedly that goodness and grace revealed to us. 

In our worship of His Name we express also our complete confidence that God will fully 

realize His Word of promise to us. Though the enemy appear to be great, though all things seem 

to be against us, yet we know that God will indeed work all things together for our good. 

Nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Young people, walk as such worshipping strangers on this earth, 
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