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In First Kings chapter nineteen verse nine we read: “And he came thither unto a cave and 

lodged there; and, behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and said to him, What doest thou 

here, Elijah?” Jehovah asked this question of Elijah when he had come to the “Mount of God.” 

 

That we might understand this question of our God, we will take a few moments to 

review the history that brought Elijah to Mount Horeb. Elijah was the prophet of God, called to 

labor among the ten tribes of Israel. His calling was to be the prophet of judgment in this 

apostatizing nation, which had followed the lead of King Ahab and his wicked wife Jezebel in 

the service of Baal. Through this prophet God had worked many mighty works of power and 

many striking demonstrations. These demonstrations climaxed in the demonstration on Carmel 

of Jehovah as the only true and living God. There Jehovah consumed Elijah’s sacrifice with fire, 

while the sacrifice of the Baal prophets remained intact. 

This powerful demonstration resulted in the apparent repentance of Ahab and the people 

of Israel. However, when Ahab returned to Jezebel it was evident that Ahab’s repentance was not 

sincere. For Ahab told his wife all that Elijah had done in such a way that Jezebel was filled with 

wrath. And she sent a messenger to Elijah to tell him that she would kill him! 

Elijah had been filled with joy on Mount Carmel, for there seemed to be repentance on 

the part of Israel. But, now it was evident that soon Israel would forget Carmel, and would return 

to the worship of Baal. This resulted in sinful despair on the part of Elijah. He went to the juniper 

bush in the wilderness, and asked God to take his life! Elijah expected fruits of repentance from 

the mighty judgments of God, and when these fruits did not appear he was dissatisfied with his 

labor. Very really dissatisfied with God’s way with him, Elijah wanted to give up his office and 

his life. 

God sent His angel to Elijah with nourishing food to strengthen him for the journey to 

Horeb. Now, having brought Elijah to Horeb, God asked Elijah the question quoted above. This 

question is not put forth to him because God did not know why Elijah was there, for God 

Himself had brought Elijah to the mountain. Rather, this question draws out Elijah. Why are you 

here instead of in Israel tending to your calling to defend the covenant, is God’s question. Elijah 

had to learn that he was forsaking his calling in the unbelief of his despair. Then God would 

instruct him by means of signs, and would renew his commission. 

The question, “What doest thou here?” is one that we must all face continually, beloved 

young people. This question of God we should always be prepared to answer. Never is there a 

sufficient excuse for being unable to answer it, even as Elijah soon learned. 

God demands that we serve Him faithfully at all times, and never may we rest upon 

former zeal. This is evident from the history of Elijah to which we refer. Remember this young 

people! This question must always be answered before God. Hence, in your work, in your 

leisure, in the entertainment which you seek, in the way you prepare for catechism, society, or 

school rest not on your former conversation. But, be prepared to answer the question: “What 

doest thou here?” 

Also remember that we cannot answer this question properly in our own strength. Pray 

for the grace needed to walk in harmony with God’s will in all things. Study the Scripture to 

come to the knowledge of that will. Then in the strength of that grace and knowledge answer: 



We are serving Thee in love. 

 

Originally Published in 

Vol 28 No 10 February 1969 


