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GENESIS 17:17 — “Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a 

child be born unto him that is a hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, 

hear?” 

 

And so God commanded that the promised child’s name be, “Isaac.” What a name to give 

to a babe: Laughter! Through all the ages, the laughter of Abraham is memorialized in that name 

given his son. 

Abraham had reason to laugh for joy at the message of the Lord. For many long years he 

had awaited the birth of this promised son. God had called him from the city of Ur to go into the 

land which God would show him. And God had promised, “I shall give this land to your seed.” 

But until this point, that promised seed had not come. Now Abraham approaches his hundredth 

birthday; his wife is only ten years younger. It is, humanly speaking, impossible to have children 

anymore. Yet what was impossible for man, is possible with God. God declares to Abraham, 

“Now I will give to you and Sarah that son of whom I have spoken.” No wonder Abraham 

laughs. He is about to behold the almighty power of the sovereign God in operation. That power 

of God, of course, is always seen all about one. But God now works in a unique way. He is about 

to give a son to the barren. He will give a child to the impotent. What a wonder! The son of 

promise will be born in such a way that all ages may know that this is only and directly the work 

of God. And Abraham laughs in wonderment and joy as he begins to comprehend that which 

God will do. 

Shortly after, Sarah herself was caught laughing (Gen. 18:12). But that laughter was 

different. She laughed in doubt. Indeed, by faith she conceived. But that faith at times also 

wavered. She stood behind the tent’s door as God was repeating His promise to Abraham. Sarah 

wondered within herself if this could really be. She doubted the power of God. God had to 

rebuke her on that occasion, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” 

Once more Sarah laughed when Isaac was born, and “all,” says she, “that hear will laugh 

with me.” Now her faith is seen again. She has beheld the fulfillment of God's promise. Now she 

can laugh with Abraham in joy and gladness at the work of God. 

But another also laughs: Ishmael. After Isaac is born and weaned, Sarah hears Ishmael 

mocking with Isaac (Gen. 21). This laughter was of a different sort than that of Abraham and 

even of Sarah. It was the laughter of derision and scorn. It was the laughter of one who cared 

nothing for the promise of God; certainly not at this time. Ishmael laughed in scorn that this little 

babe could be the promised seed. He laughed that this child could bring forth seed as many as the 

stars of heaven. He laughed that such an one would be he in whom the nations of the earth would 

be blest. 

At the heart of this evil mockery was the envy and jealousy of Ishmael. He was fourteen 

years older than Isaac. He had certain “rights.” One would expect that the blessing and birthright 

would be given to him. Was he not also of the seed of Abraham? There is a bitterness of soul 

revealed in the mockery of Ishmael. 

All of this laughter reminds covenant youth that they too are called to laugh — especially 

in their youth. But that laughter must not be an imitation of that heard in the world generally. The 

world has its “laugh-ins.” It makes a mockery of everything sacred and holy. It laughs at the old- 



fashioned morality of the church. It laughs at the Word of God. It will crack its jokes about 

Scripture. It distorts and twists that which is presented therein. It laughs about the promises of 

God: redemption from sin and life everlasting through the blood of the Lamb. And such laughter 

of scorn will be heard more and more as the end of time draws nigh. Finally, that mocking 

laughter will turn into persecution. What the world could not do with its jeers and scorn, it will 

attempt to do with its sword. Young people, beware lest you be found laughing with that world 

— at its jokes; at its evident scorn on all that which is sacred. 

That laughter will be, and is already, heard within the “church” world too. Already now 

many denominations face the real threat of a take-over by the liberal and modernist. These are 

they who laugh about infallible Scripture; they laugh at Genesis 1-3 especially; they laugh at 

miracles; at a crucified mediator; at the Son of God in our flesh; at virgin birth; at resurrection 

from the dead. These laugh at all that which the church, and Scripture, confessed in past ages. 

Now they are liberated from the shackles of the past. They will introduce their modem theology 

— and will insist that all men hear them. All this leads directly to the coming of the antichrist 

who sets himself up in the temple of God declaring himself to be God. 

But your laughter is different and spiritual. Yours is an imitation of that godly laughter of 

the father of the faithful: Abraham. Are you laughing, young people? 

Your laughter is heard in your worship of God each Sunday. Your singing must be with a 

joyous heart, a heart overflowing with the abundance of the blessings of our covenant God. You 

sing as those who mean that which is sung. That is not always done. Some won’t sing. Some 

mumble instead of singing. But you must sing with laughter in your heart and voice. Did God not 

provide the way of salvation for us as members of His church? 

Your laughter is heard in your speech. You need not speak with long, pious faces. The 

joyousness of youth ought to find expression in your conversation. But that conversation must 

reflect an interest and concern with that which is spiritual. What you say is to be spoken to the 

glory of our God. Let your faith find expression — accompanied by a spiritual laughter. 

You have something to laugh about. The world about us can laugh too, yet its laughter is 

but foolishness. The world laughs to cover up its sin and misery. As long as it laughs, the world 

can convince itself that the curse of God upon it is not so bad. It can ignore the condemnation of 

God as revealed in His Word. The world can laugh itself into hell— where it will laugh no more. 

But you have reason for laughter of joy. Have you not experienced what it is to be born 

again? Have you not rejoiced in the efficacious call of God through the Spirit of the Son? Have 

you not known the wonder and joy of being delivered through the blood of the Lamb of God? Do 

you not know there is prepared for us mansions above — and that nothing on this earth can 

compare with those? Do you not know that though all the world be against you, yours is the 

victory through Jesus Christ our Lord?  Do you not understand that even the sting of death is 

now removed through the work of Christ? 

Then laugh. Laugh with all your heart. Abraham did. Sarah did. Why not you? 
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