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The concept of stewardship presupposes ownership — and possessions which are 

entrusted to another. All things belong to God because He caused them to be by the word of His 

Power and gives them continued existence. The Creator is the absolute Owner, and creation 

reveals His handiwork and proclaims unto us His Godhead, His greatness, His power, and His 

infinity. Man is never more than a steward who must give an account to the Creator of the use he 

has made of His possessions 

Adam in Paradise — as Friend-servant of God and king of this earthly creation — could 

give wholehearted service to God as a perfect steward. Fallen man no longer recognizes or 

acknowledges the Sovereign God who demands that all things be subjected to Him in love. 

Instead he assumes that he is owner and master of these possessions and schemes and strives to 

gain the earthly goods for his own selfish ends. It is only the regenerated Christian whose mind 

has been restored in principle who knows himself as steward and desires to use all things 

faithfully to the honor and glory of his Lord and Maker. 

In whatever subject we teach, these things are emphasized, but they are especially 

pertinent and applicable in the teaching of geography. Although the word “geography” means 

literally “description of the earth,” in the classroom we deal with the entire creation of God — 

including man and his distribution over the face of the earth. Man is an earthly creature; his 

natural and cultural environment is this earth. His life is influenced and adapted by it. God placed 

him in his immediate environment, and this immediate environment determines to a great extent 

the way he lives and the work he does. 

While subduing the earth, man encounters problems which the curse and the changed 

creation caused. There are economic problems to be faced, racial problems to be considered, and 

problems of waste and conservation to be dealt with. Yet man makes progress in the uncovering 

and subjugation of the powers of creation. Only this progress is in the wrong direction, making 

way for the Anti-Christ. The pupil can be shown through the study of geography how the earth’s 

natural resources are being greedily exploited, how one nation fights against another nation for 

control of those things which a sovereign God has put, each in its own particular place, so that 

His counsel might be realized. He can see how the history of each nation is divinely determined 

by its environment and the resources at its disposal. The ungodly may complain about inequality 

in the distribution of natural resources, but the child of God is directed to the eternal God who is 

all wise in His purposes. 

A knowledge of geography is required in practically every vocation, and the resources in 

God’s creation are used in every occupation. But man believes they are here for his enjoyment, 

expends all his energy to gain the earth for his own honor and glory, and boasts of his conquests. 

Yet how clear it can be shown that all things are from God. It has been said that the most 

important single geographic fact in American agriculture is the 31” rainfall line. The farmer’s 

existence, and the existence of everyone, is so dependent upon God’s rain. Manufacturing also is 

impossible without power, whether it be water, steam, or even atomic power. Equally necessary 

are the metals and minerals found in the earth. Even a Christian is not always aware of his 

calling to be a faithful steward in his use of the things of God’s rich creation. 

These things the God-fearing teacher brings to the consciousness of the pupils in the 

study of geography when they discuss the earth, its abundant resources, and the use man has 



made of them. The pupil is reminded that God created all things . . . for his pleasure (Rev. 4:11), 

therefore the earth and its fulness belong to Him (Psalm 24:1), that God gives this earth to man 

(Psalm 115:16) to replenish it, subdue it, and have dominion over it (Gen. 1:28), that man is to 

use all the things of creation as means in God’s service to the praise and glory of His Name. As a 

child of God he continually looks forward to the day when he will be a perfect steward in the 

new creation.  

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 17 No 7 October 1957 


