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The expression, “fulness of time,” is Scriptural. We read in Gal. 4:4: “But when the 

fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law.” 

We must be on our guard against an erroneous conception of this expression. The pagan 

world, then, is pictured as groping for the light. To be sure, they bow the knee before idols of 

every description; yet, the fact that they bow the knee before idols must be understood as a 

seeking by the heathens of the living God. Do we not read in Acts 17 of an altar dedicated to the 

unknown God, and does this not seemingly imply that they sought the unknown God? This 

“Common Grace” conception of the “fulness of time” teaches that the Gentile world was seeking 

for the truth, that this seeking was manifested by so-called noble personages as Plato, Aristotle, 

Socrates, Cicero, etc., so that the heathens were striving, yearning for the higher ideal, and were 

ready to receive the gospel when Christ came. Did not the Gentiles seek after God, speak of the 

consciousness of sin and guilt, erect altars, burn sacrifices, have priests who officiated for them, 

so that Christianity, then, is after all nothing more than a refined and reformed paganism? 

Besides, had not the world made gigantic strides in the development of civilization and culture? 

Think of the beautiful Greek language, the development of law by Rome, and the construction of 

roads and highways! This is the “Common Grace” conception of the “fulness of time.” 

The fallacy of this conception must be readily apparent. Indeed, there were many things 

which cooperated in the advance of the gospel. This is particularly true of the Greek language 

(the original language of the New Testament) and the development of roads. But we must always 

bear the following in mind. First, God always uses all things for the realization and development 

of His kingdom and covenant. Secondly, whatever development in the world may aid the cause 

of God’s kingdom, this is not because such is the world’s purpose or intention, but only because 

the Lord, in spite of and through all the efforts of the world to improve itself, uses all things unto 

the realization of His kingdom. Besides, if the heathen world were ready in the “fulness of time” 

to embrace Christ and His gospel, why didn’t they do so? 

The expression, “fulness of time,” means that Jesus came at an exact moment in history. 

He is born at the proper moment. What was that proper, exact moment? 

First of all, we must answer this question from the viewpoint of Israel. For carnal Israel 

the “fulness of time” was that moment in history when they had filled their cup of iniquity and 

had been spiritually prepared to crucify the Christ. Carnal, reprobate Israel must become ripe for 

that most terrible crime, the crucifixion of the Messiah. Israel is surely like that fig tree (Matt. 

21:18-22) upon which every conceivable labor had been bestowed. They had received the 

sacrifices, the promises, and all the light which could possibly shine in the Old Dispensation. 

Christ must come at that hour or moment in history which would clearly reveal that, not- 

withstanding all the light they had with respect to Christ’s coming, and all the promises, and the 

fact that Christ is very evidently the fulfillment of these promises, quoting them repeatedly, they 

kill Him, not because of their lack of natural understanding, but because they hated the light. 

And they had to be prepared for this terrible deed! Hardened by all the revelation of God, 

throughout the Old Dispensation, they were finally so filled with hatred and contempt of the 

things of God’s covenant that, when the Fulfillment of God’s promises appeared, they were 

ready to crucify Him. Such is the moment of the “fulness of time” as far as carnal Israel is 

concerned. They were gradually hardened and rendered ripe for their rejection of the Christ 



throughout the Old Dispensation. 

However, we must also look at this moment of the “fulness of time” from the viewpoint 

of spiritual, elect Israel. And with respect to the people of God it must become fully apparent that 

the covenant, as established with Israel in the Old Testament, could not bring them one whit 

closer to the Lord. In fact, Jesus must come at the moment of the complete collapse of the Old 

Dispensation. The law (the entire Mosaic law) was surely a schoolmaster, leading Israel to 

Christ. We read this literally in Gal. 3:24. It was such a schoolmaster, in the first place, because 

it typified the Christ. The typical offices of prophet, priest, and king, the sacrifices of the Old 

Dispensation, the temple upon Mount Moriah and the palace upon Mount Sion were all symbols 

and shadows of the Christ Who was to come. Secondly, it was a schoolmaster in the sense that its 

complete unfitness to save must be fully apparent. Manifold and severe were the duties and 

obligations which the law imposed upon the people of God in the Old Testament. How severe 

and every effort-demanding were all the shadows and symbols of the old day! Indeed, if 

righteousness could be obtained by the law, then the blood of bulls and goats and oxen would 

surely have effected it. Fact is, however, when Jesus comes He must come at that moment in 

history when the law’s complete unfitness to save shall have become fully apparent. And this 

was surely realized! Did the law succeed in bringing Israel to God? The very opposite is true! 

The Israelitish nation drifted farther and farther away from the living God! Indeed, the complete 

collapse of the structure of the Old Dispensation, the darkness and hopelessness wherein the 

people of God found themselves must give undisputed testimony to the fact that Christ alone 

must be our only Redeemer. Israel was in a state of complete spiritual bankruptcy! 

Even this is not all. We have looked at the moment of the “fulness of time” from the 

viewpoint of reprobate and elect Israel. We must also look at this moment from the viewpoint of 

the world. First of all, Christ must be born at a time when the world is governed by one 

government. His death must be the condemnation of the world. Hence, He must be born as a 

citizen of the world, not only subject to the law of a certain local country, but also to a world- 

empire. He must be able to say: “Now is the condemnation of the world,” and: “have overcome 

the world.” Jesus must be tried and sentenced to death by Rome! Jesus was born when Rome 

ruled the world! Secondly, with respect to that world two things must be true. On the one hand, it 

must have reached a very high point of development. The glimmerings of natural light must 

shine particularly brilliantly. The crucifixion of the Christ must never be ascribed in any sense of 

the word to ignorance, to a lack of understanding. Man must clearly know the difference between 

good and evil. And how brilliantly this natural light shone when Christ came! What a high plane 

of cultural development the world had reached! Think of the development in art, science, etc.! 

And, on the other hand, the world, notwithstanding all its natural light, must descend to the depth 

of shame and debauchery and misery. It must be plain that, forsaking God, the world reaps for 

itself shame and misery, even to the extent (see Rom. 1) that mankind commits things unheard of 

even in the animal world! When — Christ comes it is therefore plain, also to the world, that He 

is the only possible Redeemer, that all its efforts have culminated in disaster and spiritual ruin. 

Hence, rejecting Christ, even then, it becomes undeniably plain that they love the darkness rather 

than the light, even to the extent of rejecting the only possible Saviour. 
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