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We were discussing the question of whether or not the preaching in our churches is too 

much concerned with doctrine and not sufficiently engrossed with the practical life of the saints. 

We noticed in a brief glance at the modern church world that practical preaching is the thing of 

the day, and that in very fact, the Scriptures are not even preached any longer. We also talked 

about the fact that this type of preaching was usually closely connected with the idea that man 

had only the need to reform himself somewhat if he wanted to go to heaven, while Scripture 

emphasizes that man is in need of a radical change of his whole nature which can only be 

brought about by the Holy Spirit even against man’s own will at first. We observed that therefore 

there was a false line drawn between doctrinal preaching and practical preaching which could not 

very well be maintained because true practice is always doctrine, and doctrine is always 

intensely practical. It was this seeming mystery that we were trying to explain. 

If it is true therefore, that man stands in need of a radical and complete change of his 

heart and whole nature by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, then preaching takes on quite a different 

form. The preaching does not try to tell a person to reform his outward conduct merely, but 

comes with the truth of the Word of God. God has implanted within the heart of His children a 

new principle of life, and this life must be nourished and fed. This can only take place through 

the ministry of the truth. God has drawn His people into His covenant fellowship, and they are 

turned to God as His covenant people. There is nothing that they desire more than to know the 

truth concerning their God Who has saved them. This is doctrine. They are separated by grace 

from this evil world in which they live, and are made citizens of the kingdom of heaven. God has 

put the desires of that kingdom within their hearts and taken out the desires for the world. They 

love the life of the kingdom which they shall presently inherit, and concerning this kingdom 

which they anxiously await, they desire to know more and more. This is doctrine. They are 

anxious to seek the praises of their God, and no longer desire to seek themselves. But then they 

are interested only in learning concerning God and His glory. But this is doctrine in the true 

sense of the Word. Their faith clings to the cross as the only hope that they have amid all the 

sufferings of this present time. But then of that cross they would learn more. They constantly, in 

their afflictions cry out, “But I belong to Jesus!” And so of that Jesus Who has purchased them 

with His own precious blood they would be instructed. 

And all this is doctrine — the truth of the Word of God. And yet at the same time, there is 

nothing more practical. This is true practical preaching, when the minister speaks of the 

greatness of God, His glory, the strength of His works, the infinite perfections of His being, the 

power of His salvation. For it teaches them that this glory is revealed to them and in them; this 

power is displayed in their own lives; this salvation is their precious heritage in Jesus Christ their 

Lord. This is certainly practical, for it deals with them, with their sins, with their salvation, with 

their hope, with their comfort. It takes away their tears and makes them supremely happy even 

during suffering and affliction. It points them to their inheritance incorruptible and undefiled that 

will never pass away. It assures them that that inheritance is for them. 

And so we may readily say that there is nothing so practical as the truth. And if you 

would add to what I have said above, that all this also has significance for their calling — their 

calling in the midst of the world, then I say that that is certainly true. But it must be remembered 

that God has principally delivered them from the power of sin; He has set them upon the road of 



righteousness, and they are enabled by grace to walk in that road until finally they arrive safely at 

their eternal home. 

But thirdly, we may add that a believer who loves the truth and seeks to grow in the 

knowledge of God, also will have no questions about how he ought to walk in the midst of the 

world. If he knows God as the God of his salvation; if he has covenant fellowship with God in 

the abiding communion of grace and peace, then the problems of living in this present time will 

not be difficult. He does not need to be told repeatedly not to go to shows. He does not have to 

be warned against unrestrained use of television and liquor. He does not have to be constantly 

reminded that he may not enjoy the pleasures and lusts of this present time. He must be 

instructed in the truth and taught to love the truth. And if this is the result, he will not fall into all 

kinds of sins. He knows when he enjoys the favor and friendship of His Father in heaven, and 

when he does not. 

Endless discussions about all the practical subjects under the sun will have no 

significance for the believer if he does not know the truth of God and if he does not learn to love 

it. Endless warnings about all kinds of dangers and evils will have no influence even on our 

young people, if they do not have strong desires to increase in spiritual understanding. Endless 

laws regulating his conduct will have no effect upon him if he does not seek the truth. Well 

intentioned people may take a movie house out of a town, purge the newsstands of obscene 

literature and try to keep the stores closed on Sunday; but if he has no love of the truth this will 

never keep him from sinning. But if his whole heart is filled with an eager desire to increase in 

the knowledge of God, he may very well have a theatre next door to his home and never enter. 

The believer is placed by the power of God into abiding communion with Christ’s body. 

His faith reaches out to Christ and relies completely upon Him. Christ is his rock and shelter in 

the storms of life; Christ is his haven of refuge, his strong tower to which he may flee for 

protection. But the more he knows and understands the truth, the more he will want to flee alone 

to Christ. The more he knows about Jesus, the more also he will want to put his trust in Him 

alone. The more he learns to understand that Christ is strong — that all strength and power is His 

only, the more he will rely upon his Savior. The more he knows about the truth that Christ rules 

over all things to bring them to their final end when He shall usher in His new kingdom of 

righteousness, the more the believer will say, I want nothing to do with this world and all its 

temptations, for I am going home, to the house of my Father, to the kingdom of my Redeemer. 

The better a child of God understands the truth and loves it with all his heart, the less he will 

walk with sin and find companions among the workers of iniquity. To know the truth, the 

revelation of God in the face of Jesus Christ is most blessed! That is his delight and his eternal 

joy! It is better than life for him to know and love his God! 
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