
Christmas — Christian or Pagan? 
Rev Gerald Vanden Berg 

 

 

 “Charles Dickens wrote his most famous story to demonstrate what happens to a 

wretched, miserly old man when once the Christmas spirit gets to work on him and take over. 

Something happens at this time of the year to make people easier to get along with. There is 

something about this season that releases the friendliness and good-will between one man and 

another which most people keep under rigid control during the rest of the year. Those feelings, 

carefully preserved in sort of a cold storage most of the time, come forth naturally and 

spontaneously on certain occasions.” 

So wrote E. A. Opitz in “The Miracle of the Christmas Spirit.” Apart now from the 

obvious untruth of the last statement in the paragraph quoted, we ask, “But is this the true 

celebration of Christmas?” Does Christmas mean that people put on a hypocritical mask to 

disguise their true feelings in order to be piously nice to one another during a short season? 

Better not attempt then to extend that period as most commercial houses have for years tried with 

some success to do for it might well prove difficult to hold people under such restraint for a 

prolonged time! Unquestionably it may be admitted that many of the practices of this season are 

nought but sheer hypocrisy, superficial piety and as foreign to the true spirit of Christmas as 

arsenic is to the stomach. If Christmas only means that people act friendly, jovial, kind and 

generous while there isn’t an iota of truth in and back of these actions, it were better that the 

whole practice be immediately discarded. 

It was once said that the modern celebration of Christmas is Satanically inspired in 

disguise. It would more properly be named “Satan-mas” than “Christ-mas. But, of course, such 

an alteration of title would hardly go over well especially with the religious conscious (?) public. 

The devil is too clever to attempt to impose his own name in the place of the beloved name of 

Christ. He is more subtle. Instead he, in accord with his deceptive abilities, simply transposes the 

last letter of his own name from its proper place to the center of his name and out of “Satan” 

makes “Santa” and then proceeds to maneuver the Christmas celebrations to center around this 

cleverly concocted idol. The gullible public, including the foolish church, falls hard for this 

malicious innovation and the devil stands by with glee and delight. Oh, Christ is not wholly 

ignored for it is still technically Christ-mas but the recognition and honor that is given Him is so 

irrelevant that it might just as well be entirely ignored. Error is made so dominant and the truth is 

so ruthlessly suppressed that one must peer through the Christmas conglomerations with 

microscopic exactness to even find semblances of the latter in it all! 

There are some who advocate abolishing the entire practice and strongly insist that the 

church sins terribly by commemorating the birth of Jesus. As a sample we quote the following. 

“God did not require Christmas! Then it is an abomination to Him. He has not indicated 

in any way that He desires a celebration of the birth of our Lord. In no way does the worldly 

affair of Christmas, with its materialism and carnality resemble the “spiritual sacrifices” that God 

has asked to be offered up to Him. But even if there were any resemblance, we cannot find any 

single place in His Word where He has bid us or even implied a desire for us to celebrate the 

birth of Jesus. Neither is there any record whatever that any of the early Christians did so. 

Therefore, if there is absolutely no record for a reason for spiritual celebration of the birth of our 

Lord, where do we find any justification at all for the God-dishonoring institutions of Christmas; 

the X-mas tree and ‘Santa Claus’?” 



The argument is two-fold. First, there is no record of the date of Jesus’ birth. If God had 

desired us to commemorate it He would have preserved for us that record. Secondly, the current 

practice is of heathen extraction. It is simply the adoption of various heathen rites and customs 

taken over under Christian names and given a Christian setting. Space does not permit us to 

elaborate upon all of this here. 

Is there any validity in this argumentation? 

Our answer is both Yes and No! 

We answer No because, in the first place, the argument that there is no express command 

in Scripture enjoining us to celebrate the birth of our Lord does not hold. It may with equal force 

be argued that there is nothing in Scripture forbidding us to do so. Further, the same thing is true 

with respect to many other practices which have always been considered proper by the church. 

Where do we in Scripture, for example, read explicitly of a command to celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper with certain frequency, to baptize infants, to observe the resurrection, the ascension, etc. 

Certainly the birth of our Lord is an event of such great magnitude, a revelation of the Wonder of 

Divine grace that is so marvelous that it merits special as well as daily commemoration! 

In the second place the argument that the distortion and abuse of a certain good renders it 

imperative that the good be altogether abolished is also faulty reasoning. All 

that can be conceded on this point is that our present traditions are in need of being re-examined 

and so altered that they are brought into conformity with the pattern of true celebrations laid 

down in the Scriptures. “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (I Thess. 5:21). 

In that regard we can say “YES’” to the objections to the modern celebration of 

Christmas by the church. Here is a wide area where truth and error have glamorously mixed, 

obscuring more and more the former and radiating the latter. Traditions become deeply rooted 

and when they are in error it becomes a painful, tedious and unpleasant process to uproot them. 

This, however, does not justify leaving them grow till, like trees, they spread their limbs, heavy 

with foliage, obscuring the light and beauty of the sun. Better that the ax is put to them and with 

mighty blows they are hewn down so that nothing may mar our vision of “The Sun of 

Righteousness.” 

Oh yes, His birth we may — nay MUST COMMEMORATE! In it are the “tidings of 

great joy.” God remembers His covenant and manifests His eternal faithfulness in EMMANUEL 

— God with us! Hallelujah! 

Glory to God in the highest 

O come let us adore Him! 

Having our conscience purged from dead works to serve the living God! Then, — yes, 

only then can we say, “Merry Christmas” — and that in truth! 
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