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What strange talk. Are we not born to live? Does not birth imply a coming into being? 

What does death have to do with birth? 

Death is the curse of God for sin. We all die, and death is inevitable for everyone. In this 

sense we all are born to die. Physical death is present at birth. For some it may demand a life of 

only a few moments, for others many years. Every one shall die, unless Christ return before our 

physical life in this tabernacle has been completed, for then we shall be changed in a moment. 

But concerning Christ, born to die, means much more than our birth and death. 

The entire Old Testament is a long story of the coming Savior and Hope of the nations. 

Christ is the theme of the entire Old Testament. The protevangel itself is the unifying idea of the 

entire Old Testament history. Believers during this period longed for the Promised One. Even the 

mothers in Israel contemplated the birth of the Messiah. They longed for Him and waited for the 

“Redeemer of Israel.” The prophets, Malachi 3:2, “But who may abide the day of his coining? 

and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap.” And 

the psalmists, Ps. 2:7, “I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; 

this day have I begotten thee,” radiate the glory that would be at the coming of the Savior. 

The angel appeared to Joseph in a dream, and also to Mary on a different occasion, 

announcing that the Babe which was conceived was to be called Jesus, for He would save his 

people from their sins, Matt. 1:21 and Luke 1:31. Here then is the fulfillment of the promise, the 

Savior is come, born of a virgin. 

Jesus was born. “The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us (and we beheld his 

glory, as of the only begotten of the father) full of grace and truth.” John 1:14. The incarnation, a 

miracle of God, reveals to us God in the flesh. Very man and very God, Jesus Christ was born. 

Why was he born? To die. Oh, not merely a physical death which would be for him a 

means to glory even as it is for us. His death was unique. He died that others might live. How 

possible, you say? Only by grace. God laid on Him the iniquity of us all. His death was for us. 

Through His death He bore the curse of God on our sins. Eternally God hates sin. He hates all 

our sins, even the ones we do in secret. When Christ was on the cross He bore the eternal wrath 

of God on our sins. That eternal wrath of hell, which we deserve, Christ bore on Calvary for us. 

This is the death of the Son of God. He was born for this purpose, for it is written, “For this 

cause He came into the world that the world through Him might be saved,” John 3:17. 

His whole life was a life of humiliation which cannot be separated from His death. This 

life of suffering, however, was not because of His own sins, for Christ had no sin, but because of 

our sins. All Christ’s suffering and rebuke was part of that death which was to be climaxed in the 

cross. On the cross God poured out on Him the iniquity of us all. 

Truly, the name of Jesus is comfort. He shall save His people from their sins. This is our 

surety: His people. Not all men everywhere, but all His people shall be saved from their sins. 

Otherwise the cross is a question mark. If Christ died for all men, what is the meaning and 

significance of Scripture? There is no powerful conviction, if Christ's death is not completely 

effectual. Only in the assurance that God works salvation through Christ Jesus, can we believe 

that salvation is of God. All other claims of man’s co-operation is nothing but a denial of the 

salvation of God and rids the believer of all assurance. 

Now in this Christmas season meditate on the wonder of God and thank Him for our 



salvation, for in Him it is sure and eternal. 
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