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The First Missionary Journey (continued) 

 

D. Iconium (14:1-6) 

1. The labors of Paul and Barnabas: 

a. Where did they begin their labors? vs. 1 

1) Is there any significance in the note that “they went both together into the 

synagogue”? 

2) What does it imply that they “so spake, that a great multitude . . . believed”?  

b. What was the fruit of their labors here? 

1)  Was this rather striking? Was it probably immediate? 

2)  How is it to be explained that there were also Greeks in this multitude of 

believers if they preached in the synagogue?  

c. Why did they labor a long time in Iconium? vs. 3 

1) Why is it mentioned that they “spoke boldly”? 

2) What does it mean that they spoke boldly “in the Lord”? 

3) Why did the Lord in this case support their testimony with signs and wonders? 

Was there special need of this at Iconium? 

a) What is meant by the “word of his grace”? 

b) What connection was there between the “signs and wonders” and the word 

of his grace”? 

c) Was it needfid that these signs and wonders were done “by their hands”? 

2. The persecution: 

a. Who were the persecutors? 

1) Is it significant that the Jews instigated the persecution? 

2) When vs. 2 mentions the Gentiles, who are meant by this? 

3) What is implied in “made their minds evil affected”? 

b. What is the connection between vs. 2 on the one hand, and vss. 4, 5 on the other 

hand? 

c. What was the fruit of the “stirring up of the Jews”? vs. 4, 5. 

1) Who is meant by the “rulers”? Was this the rulers of the Jews and the Jewish 

synagogue or are the rulers of the city meant? 

2) Did this persecution come to an actual stoning of the apostles? 

d. What did the apostles do when they became aware of this plot? 

1) Why did they flee? 

2) Would it have been proper for them to stay, or was it their calling to flee? 

3) Where did they go next? 

 

E. Lystra and Derbe: (vss. 6-20) 

1. The field of labor: 

a. Why is “the region round about” mentioned? 

b. What was evidently characteristic of these cities? 

1) Are the Jews mentioned? 



2) Is there any reference to a synagogue in this case? 

c. Did this affect the preaching of the apostles? Would it make a difference whether 

they preached to Jews and Gentile proselytes or to outright heathen? The text says 

merely: they preached the gospel. 

2. The healing of the lame man: 

a. What details are mentioned concerning this man? Why such emphasis on this? 

b. The miracle as such: 

1) What is implied in “the same heard Paul speak”? 

2) How did Paul perceive that he had faith? 

3) Was this what is called “miraculous faith” or did this man truly believe in the 

Lord Jesus? 

4) Was this faith necessary in order to be healed? 

5) Was this miracle connected with the preaching? 

6) What is the significance of the miracle? How did it serve as a sign of the 

wonder of grace? Does Paul refer to this significance in vs. 16, when he 

speaks of the fact that God “in times past suffered all nations to walk in their 

own ways”? 

c. The reaction of the multitude: 

1) Why is “the speech of Lycaonia” specially mentioned? 

2) Does it look as if the preaching had had any positive effect up to this point? 

Had they been converted? 

3) Who were Jupiter and Mercurius? Why did the people choose these two gods 

to whom they likened Barnabas and Paul? 

4) Why did Paul and Barnabas react so strongly against the intention of the 

people to sacrifice to them? 

d. Paul’s preaching: 

1) What distinguishes the preaching in this case from that to a synagogue 

audience? Why? 

2) From what does Paul take his point of departure here? 

3) Is it indeed possible to proceed from this knowledge of God in creation and 

providence to the preaching of the gospel? 

4) Was there reason for Paul to think that his preaching against idolatry on this 

basis could find any receptivity? Cf. also Romans 1:18ff. 

5) What antithesis does Paul point to between the idols and God? vs. 15. 

6) What does it mean that in times past God suffered all nations to walk in their 

own ways? 

7) What witness did God give of Himself? 

8) How did He give this witness of Himself? 

9) Does vs. 17 refer to a common grace of God? Explain. 

e. Did Paul’s preaching have the effect of conversion upon the people? 

1) What is the meaning of “they scarce restrained” them? 

2) If it was not through conversion that they were restrained from sacrificing to 

Paul and Barnabas, what was it that restrained them? 

3. Persecution at Lystra: 

a. Who instigated this persecution? What does this show concerning the unbelieving 

Jews? 



b. Discuss the apparently sudden change and contrast between the earlier intention 

to worship Paul and Barnabas and the later persecution of them. 

1) How is it to be explained that they went so easily from one extreme to the 

other? 

2) Are these “extremes” really so extreme? Is there any principal difference 

between the two? May we say that the latter is the natural development and 

outgrowth of the former extreme? 

c. The stoning of Paul: 

1) Why was Paul stoned, not Barnabas? 

2) Is Paul’s revival to be considered miraculous, or must it be explained through 

the fact that he was not seriously injured? 

3) Was there also positive fruit at Lystra? 

d. Where did the two missionaries go next, and what did they do there? 

 

III. The Return (14:21-28) 

 

A. To the various churches established: 

1. The confirmation of the disciples: 

a. What is meant by “confirming the souls of the disciples”? 

b. Why did they exhort them to continue in the faith? 

c. Why is it so that we must enter the kingdom of God through much tribulation? 

2. The establishment of the congregations: 

a. Why did they ordain elders in every church? What was the work of these elders? 

Was it possible that in such young congregations they could already find “elder 

material”? 

b. What was the purpose of the prayer and fasting? 

c. Why did they commend them to the Lord? Why is it specially mentioned, “the 

Lord, on whom they believed”? 

3. Further labors: 

a. Did the missionaries only return to confirm the churches which were already 

established? 

b. Where else, according to vss. 24 and 25 did they labor? 

B. To Antioch 

1. Why did they return to Antioch? Was this absolutely necessary? 

2. What did they do upon their return? 

a. What was the subject of their rehearsal? 

b. What is meant by “opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles”? 

c. Why did they abide a long time with the disciples? 

(General question: What may be learned from this account of chapters 13 and 14 as to the 

principles and method of mission labor by the church of today?) 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 17 No 9 December 1957 


