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A few lines from the Psalter number which our pupils are learning in school this week go 

like this: 

“Teach me Thy way to know 

 I have no God but Thee. 

By Thy good Spirit led  

From trouble and distress  

My erring feet shall tread  

The path of uprightness.” 

Modern educators often stress the fact that education must prepare for life. Well, the 

Psalms do too. Our pupils must be taught to know God’s way so that, led by the Spirit, their 

erring feet shall walk the path of uprightness. 

To teach our pupils the words of this Psalm is one thing. To teach them to know God’s 

way and to walk in it, is another. Together with the Psalmist we call upon the Lord to do this. We 

pray that the Lord will use our teachers and our schools to teach His will and His way to the 

children of His Covenant, that we may help in a small measure to prepare those children to live 

this life “seeking a heavenly city not made with hands.” Learning is placed in its proper 

perspective when it is viewed as a means toward preparing us to live this life as citizens of the 

Heavenly Kingdom. 

Although it is emphasized in our Protestant Reformed System of education that all the 

instruction should be permeated with Protestant Reformed principles, we should not minimize 

the importance of the Bible instruction in our schools. It has been said that the Bible instruction 

“is only a small part of the school — a part which could be left entirely to the church and home,” 

and that we hardly need schools of our own merely to correct the Arminian-colored Bible 

instruction of other Christian Schools. (St. Br., Vol. 28, p. 236) 

I feel, however, that even if this were our only mark of distinction, that we teach each 

day’s Bible lesson in the light of the doctrinal truths as we are taught them in our churches; that 

this alone would make our school movement worthwhile. It is a matter of directing “erring feet 

to tread the path of uprightness.” 

It is, however, quite impossible that sound Bible instruction could be our only mark of 

distinction. A proper understanding by the teacher of the Word of God will have its effect upon 

the entire curriculum. A teacher who interprets each day’s Bible lesson in the light of our 

Protestant Reformed truth, will undoubtedly also allow that light to guide her in all the 

instruction which she gives regardless of the subject matter. 

Often amongst our pupils, we find that Bible is a favorite subject. Interest in the Bible 

lesson is easily aroused. The Covenant child has an inherent interest in it because he is a living 

member of the Body of Christ. He sees his own name on the pages of that Book as sinner and as 

saint. From it he learns to know God and his relation to Him. By God’s grace he feels the need 

for studying the Word of God because it speaks to him of his personal state. 

In a similar way children must be made to feel the need for studying all the subject matter 

presented to them in the course of a school day. As regenerated children they must be made to 

feel the need of knowing God’s way so that their erring feet may tread the path of uprightness. 

Our goal in teaching history must be: 



 “Let children thus learn from history’s light  

To hope in our God and walk in His sight.”  

A history lesson will be vitalized if the child can read his name on the page of his history 

book as a living member of the church for whose sake the whole world exists from beginning of 

time to the end of time. The study of the world about him will have meaning and purpose in so 

far as the child can feel God’s revelation of Himself, His wisdom, His power, His might in all 

these things. Learning to know God is the great privilege of God’s people. 

By faith we will continue to teach ourselves and our pupils to know God as He has 

revealed Himself to us. 

We must continue to teach them the Words of the Psalms. And we must learn to make all 

our teaching a continual testimony to these words: 

“By Thy good Spirit led from trouble and distress 

My erring feet shall tread the path of uprightness.” 
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