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November is the month of the year in which the Day of Thanksgiving is traditionally 

observed in our country. The President issues an annual proclamation. Churches proclaim special 

services. Civic and social organizations bestow upon the needy and afflicted in the community 

bounties of food and clothing in an attempt to leave no one to murmur the just complaint, “We 

have nothing for which to give thanks!” Then we may add to all this a remark regarding the 

customary festivals and celebrations in which moderation is cast to the wind and overindulgence 

is lauded as a virtue. Such is the accepted observance of the Day of Thanksgiving! 

A national tradition has degraded into a conglomeration of truth and error, mostly the 

latter! 

To be sure the thought of giving thanks is not only a proper one but it is emphatically 

enjoined and emphasized in the Word of God. It is not the idea that is in error but rather the 

practice of it. How little there is of the Scriptural exhortation practiced, “In everything give 

thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” (I Thess. 5:18). And much less 

of this: “O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good, for His mercy endureth forever” (Psalm 

107:1). 

Yes, we know, and that is not our concern in this present writing, that the wicked who 

know not God are incapable of giving thanks even though they do presume to do so and are even 

explicit in following the tradition. Surely the Psalm quoted continues with this: “Let the 

redeemed of the Lord say so . . .” Only they can! They who have 

tasted the Lord’s mercy are capable of praising Him for it and that is giving thanks! 

Our concern, however, is that they (you and I, reader) so often don’t or at least the 

evidence of gratitude is so little visible while tokens of ingratitude are ever-glaring! 

Why is this so? 

It was once said, “As physicians judge of the condition of men’s hearts by the pulse 

which beats in their arms, and not by the words which proceed from their mouths; so we may 

judge the thankfulness of men by their lives rather than their professions.” 

How true it is! 

Let me relate a story from The Book and Its Mission, which tells of an example of 

thankfulness. We may not agree with every detail of it but the main idea, is simple to grasp. It 

goes like this: 

“The room is clean, even airy; a bright little fire bums in the grate; and in a four-post bed 

you will see sitting up a woman of sixty-four years of age, with her hands folded and contracted, 

and her whole body crippled and curled together as the disease cramped it, and rheumatism has 

fixed it, for eight and twenty years. For sixteen of these years, she has not moved from her bed, 

or looked out of the window, or even lifted her hand to her own face; and also is in constant pain, 

while she cannot move a limb. But listen! She is so thankful that God has left her that great 

blessings the use of one thumb. Her left hand is clenched and stiff, and utterly useless, but she 

has a two-pronged fork fastened to a stick, with which she can take off her great old-fashioned 

spectacles, and put them on again, with amazing effort. By the same means, she can feed herself; 

and she can sip her tea through a tube, helping herself with this one thumb. And there is another 

thing she can accomplish with her fork; she can turn over the leaves of a large Bible when placed 

within her reach. A recent visitor addressed her with the remark, that she was all alone. 



“ ‘Yes,’ she replied in a peculiarly sweet and cheerful voice, ‘I am alone and yet not 

alone.’ 

“ ‘How is that?’ 

“ ‘I feel that the Lord is constantly with me!’ 

“ ‘How long have you lain here?’ 

“ ‘For sixteen years and four months; and for two years and four months I have not been 

lifted out of my bed to have it made; yet I have much to praise and bless the Lord for.’ 

“ ‘What is the source of your happiness?’ 

“ ‘The thought that my sins are forgiven, and dwelling on the great love of Jesus my 

Saviour. I am content to lie here so long as it shall please him that I should stay, and to go 

whenever he shall call me.’ ” 

Young People, there is a lesson here for us that I want you to seriously consider with me 

especially in this season of thanksgiving! Let’s introduce it with the question: “How much 

gratitude do we show?” 

This old lady with difficult, painful effort turned to her Bible. We, isn’t it so, with the 

vigor, strength, and irrepressible vitality of youth, so often turn away from ours. We have 

opportunities in our societies and catechetical classes which we shun and skip in preference to 

pleasures, social engagements, amusements, etc. To study and prepare is overtaxing our strength, 

not to mention the foolish ways that we waste away our time and efforts. 

IS THAT THANKSGIVING? 

This old lady utilized every means at her disposal and put them to the best service and 

advantage. What do we do, young people, with the almost unlimited means we have today? Most 

of us occupy, upon the completion of our schooling, good positions in which we make more than 

any young generation of the past. These are means the Lord gives us and with which we are 

called to serve His Cause. Yet, is it not so that we often prefer to spend our lucrative gain on 

flashing cars, entertainments, things — things and more things for self, while various needs in 

the Kingdom program suffer lack? How often do we dig into our own personal resources to aid 

our schools, our publications, our radio missions, institutions of Christian mercy, etc. It is so 

much easier to leave the support of those things to our parents! 

BUT, IS THIS THE GIVING OF THANKS? 

I know that it is not always so. I know of young men who served in the armed forces and 

were away on foreign soil for long periods of time but they did not forget the church and her 

needs but sent to her their contributions as though they were at home and oftentimes exceeded 

the usual budgetary requirements. Such commendable, unsolicited deeds bespeak of a gratitude 

unto God that does not lie on the lips but is rooted in the heart. 

Thanks . . . giving! 

Let’s not talk about it but let it be seen in our faithfulness, diligence, obedience to the 

Word as we, with all the strength of youth, manifest a real, concerted striving to seek first — 

above all and through all and with all — that which is good, the Kingdom of heaven. 

That is true thanks . . . giving! 
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