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The First Missionary Journey 

 

I. Sent by the Antioch Church, 12:25-13:3. 

A. The Return of Saul and Barnabas to Antioch: 

1. When did they return from Jerusalem? 

a. To what “ministry” does the text refer? 

b. Does this imply that they were in Jerusalem during the persecution by Herod? 

1) Is this very likely? 

2) Would this harmonize with the date of the famine in Palestine in comparison 

with the date of Herod’s death? 

c. At about what date, then, can we place the first missionary journey? 

2. Who returned with Saul and Barnabas to Antioch? 

a. What relation was Mark to Barnabas? Cf. Col. 4:10. 

b. Of what did Mark become the occasion later on? 

c. Can the divine purpose and plan be seen in these events? 

 

B. The Sending Out of Barnabas and Saul: 

1. The appointment by the Holy Ghost: 

a. Which prominent officebearers are mentioned as of the church at Antioch? 

1) What is the difference between a prophet and a teacher? 

2) Why is special mention made in this connection of the prophets? 

3) Who was Simeon? Why was he given the Latin nickname Niger? Might this 

indicate that he too was from Cyrene? Was he possibly the man who bore the 

cross of Jesus? Cf. Mark 15:21, Rom. 16:13. Give reasons pro and con. 

4) What can be said of Lucius of Cyrene? 

5) Who was Manaen? What is another translation for the expression “which had 

been brought up with Herod the tetrarch”? Why is this mentioned here? What 

truth is evidenced by these two men brought up in the same home? 

b. In what activity were they engaged, according to vs. 2? 

1) What is meant by “ministered unto the Lord”? 

2) What is meant by fasting? 

3) Who were engaged in this activity? The entire church or only the prophets and 

teachers? 

4) Is there a connection between this ministering and fasting and the revelation 

by the Holy Ghost? 

c. What did the Holy Ghost command them? 

1) How was this command communicated to the church? Cf. the special mention 

of the prophets in vs. 1. 

2) Why was a special command of this nature necessary for the church? 

3) Is this comparable to a “call”? 

4) Why were Barnabas and Saul to be appointed? 

5) Why did this command come at this exact time? 



2. The sending of the two missionaries: 

a. Why did they again fast and pray? What do you suppose was the content of their 

prayers? Is such prayer necessary? Cf. 14:26. 

b. Why did they lay their hands on them? What did this signify? Did it mean that 

they ordained them as missionaries? 

c. Why was this ceremony on the part of the church necessary? After the Holy Ghost 

had spoken, would it not have been sufficient if Saul and Barnabas had 

immediately made their departure? 

d. Who sent Saul and Barnabas, — the church of Antioch or the Holy Ghost? Cf. vs. 

4, a. 

e. Is this point of any importance today? 

 

II. The Journey, 13:4-14:26. 

A. Cyprus, 4-12. 

1. John Mark, vs. 5. 

a. What position did he fill on this journey? 

b. Was he also appointed by the Antioch Church to accompany Saul and Barnabas? 

2. At Salamis: 

a. Where was Cyprus? 

b. Is there any significance in the fact that the two missionaries visit this island first? 

c. Where was Salamis located in Cyprus? 

d. What did they do at Salamis? 

1) Why did they first of all visit the synagogues? 

2) Was there also a practical reason why this preaching to “the Jew first” was a 

regular feature of their labors? 

e. Do we read of any positive fruit at Salamis? 

3. At Paphos: 

a. Where was Paphos located? Are we to suppose that Saul and Barnabas labored at 

only these two cities, or possibly also during their journey from Salamis to 

Paphos? 

b. Whom did Saul and Barnabas meet here? 

1) What is the meaning of the name Bar-Jesus? Elymas? 

2) What nationality was this Elymas? 

3) How is he described in vs. 6? 

a) What is a sorcerer? 

b) What is a false prophet? 

4) Who was Sergius Paulus? What was his nationality? 

a) How is he described in vs. 7? 

b) What is meant by: “he desired to hear the word of God”? 

c. What did Elymas attempt to do? 

1) Why did he do this? 

2) How does Paul address him? Why such severe language? 

3) What is the meaning of the blindness with which Elymas was stricken? 

4) What was the purpose of this blindness? vs. 12. 

d. What is said concerning Sergius Paulus in vs. 12? 

1) Was he the only convert in Paphos? 



2) Why is no other fruit mentioned? 

e. Explain the significance of this incident at Paphos, especially in connection with 

the fact that we read nothing about the establishment of any church here, nor, in 

fact, of any other converts except Sergius Paulus. 

1) Contrast the respective positions of Elymas, a Jew, and Sergius Paulus, a 

Gentile. 

2) Do these two men possibly symbolize something which was to be true 

throughout Paul’s labors? 

4. It is interesting to note here also that Saul is here called Paul for the first time in the 

narrative, and that this name is used from now on. Any significance in this? 

 

B. Perga, 13. 

1. Where was Perga? 

2. Who left Paul and Barnabas at Perga? 

3. What possible reasons for his leaving can be mentioned? 

4. Why did John return to Jerusalem instead of to Antioch? 

5. Of what did his desertion later become the occasion? 

 

C. Antioch of Pisidia, 14-52: 

1. Locate this city on the map. 

a. To what Roman province did it probably belong? 

b. In which of Paul’s epistles were the saints at Pisidian Antioch probably included? 

2. How did they obtain the opportunity to speak? 

a. Did they intend to worship with the Jews at the synagogue, or was this merely to 

obtain an audience? 

b. How did they conduct themselves at the synagogue? 

c. How is it to be explained that they were asked to speak? 

3. Paul’s sermon: 

(Note: Rather than call attention to all the details of this sermon of Paul, we will try to 

emphasize in our questions the main lines of it. Each society can inquire into the 

details as they see fit.) 

a. Who were included in the audience, according to the address? Who are meant by 

“ye that fear God” in distinction from “men of Israel”? vs. 16. 

b. What is the main thought in the first part of the sermon, vss. 16-22? 

1) What testimony of Scripture does Paul combine in vs. 22? 

2) Why does he continue this historical line only to David? 

c. What is the central thought of the second part of the sermon, vss. 23-37? 

1) How does the apostle present Jesus in vs. 23? 

2) Why is John the Baptist introduced in vss. 24 and 25? 

3) What two elements does the apostle mention in connection with Christ’s 

crucifixion? 

a) Concerning those who crucified Him? 

b) Concerning the divine purpose of the crucifixion? 

4) What line of reasoning in regard to David and Christ does the apostle follow 

when he speaks of the resurrection? 

5) What Scriptures does he quote, and how does each apply? 



d. How does the apostle apply his gospel in the last part of the sermon? vss. 38-41. 

1) What, according to the apostle’s preaching, is the central significance of the 

resurrection of the Crucified One? vss. 38, 39. 

a) Why is the forgiveness of sins so closely associated with the resurrection? 

b) Who, according to the sermon, are justified? 

c) Why could they not be justified by the law of Moses? 

2) Why does the apostle conclude with the negative warning of vss. 40, 41, 

rather than a positive exhortation to faith? 

a) Would not a positive invitation have been more proper? 

b) From which of the prophets does he quote in vs. 41? 

4. The Fruit, 42-52: 

a. What happened immediately after this preaching? 

1) What was evidently the reaction of the Jewish leaders? 

2) What did the Gentiles request? 

3) Was there no fruit at all among the Jews? 

4) How did Paul and Barnabas exhort the Jews and proselytes? 

b. What took place on the following sabbath? 

1) How is it to be explained that almost the whole city came to hear them? 

2) What moved the Jews to envy? 

3) How did their envy come to expression? What is meant by “blaspheming” in 

this connection? 

4) Is there a connection between this reaction of the Jews and the last part of 

Paul’s sermon in vss. 40, 41? 

5) How does Paul characterize this reaction of the Jews according to vs. 46? 

6) At what point do they turn to the Gentiles? 

7) How do Paul and Barnabas justify their turning to the Gentiles, vs. 47? 

8) What was the reaction of the Gentiles at this point? 

9) What fruit was there among the Gentiles? vs. 48. 

10) What was the extent of the preaching in this region? vs. 49. 

c. Persecution: 

1) How did the Jew react further against Paul and Barnabas? 

2) Did Paul and Barnabas act properly in shaking off the dust of their feet against 

the Jews? vs. 51. 

3) Why did they leave when this persecution arose? 

4) Did the persecution at all succeed to obstruct the cause of Christ? 

5. Why does Luke give a detailed report of the apostle’s preaching and dealings 

with the Jews at Pisidan Antioch? 

(to be continued) 
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