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This month Beacon Lights extends the "Welcome" mat to the Protestant 

Reformed Teachers’ Institute, who will introduce themselves in this issue and 

discuss one of the phases of teaching in our Protestant Reformed Schools. The 

Institute plans to contribute one article each month in an effort to further the cause 

of Protestant Reformed education. 

On April 2, 1956 a new organization was born. According to Article 3 of the minutes of 

the organizational meeting, it was moved, supported, and carried that this new organization be 

called the Protestant Reformed Teachers’ Institute. It ought to be inserted at this point that this 

meeting came about because of an all-day meeting held March 29, 1956 between the boards and 

faculties of the Adams and Hope Protestant Reformed Christian Schools. 

This article is meant to acquaint you, dear reader of Beacon Lights, with the activities of 

this active but little known organization in the midst of the Protestant Reformed Churches. Many 

of our parents in the Grand Rapids area are familiar with this organization because it is 

composed primarily of teachers who teach at the Adams and Hope Protestant Reformed Schools 

and prospective teachers who are acquiring their necessary credits and education in their chosen 

profession at Calvin College. Others may not be as familiar with this organization and possibly 

do not even know that it exists. 

Membership in this organization is limited by the constitution to Protestant Reformed 

persons who are either teachers or prospective teachers. 

The need for an organization of this kind was apparent to teachers at Hope and Adams. 

We as teachers felt that we needed some medium of exchange and refreshment in our chosen 

profession. The purpose of the Institute is indicative of this need of teachers working in our own 

schools. In order that I may best illustrate this fact I print in its entirety the purpose of our 

organization as it appears in the constitution adopted in June of 1956. 

“The purpose of this organization is: 1. To study materials related to the field of 

education in conjunction with the Word of God in order that we teachers may be better qualified 

to teach from a Protestant Reformed viewpoint. 2. To create a medium through which we may 

produce materials of a specific Protestant Reformed nature to be used in our own schools and 

thereby making our schools more distinctive. 3. To create a means through which we teachers 

may work towards more unity and understanding between our Protestant Reformed Schools.” 

Our Institute meets once each month during the regular school year and twice a month 

during the months of June and July. We also meet once a year in October in Convention. 

The materials that we discuss are regulated by the purpose of our Institute; i.e. materials 

related to the field of education in conjunction with the Word of God. We began by studying a 

document prepared by the Rev. M. Gritters which was to guide teachers in their instruction of 

children at the Sioux Center, Iowa, Christian School. The board of the Hope Protestant Reformed 

Christian School also adopted these principles with a few minor changes. They are discussed in a 

series of 10 articles by Rev. Heys in The Standard Bearer, Volume 25. We did not complete our 

discussion of these principles but terminated our study of them to study a new set of principles or 

philosophy which is being prepared by the Educational Committee of our Hope School. Rev. H. 

Hanko is very instrumental in this work. He has met with our Institute twice to discuss questions 

we had on the Philosophy of History which he had prepared. We had found our discussions to be 



very profitable and thought provoking. We are next going to discuss the Principles for the 

Instruction in Geography prepared by Rev. Hanko. 

We have sponsored two conventions during our existence as an institute. The first held in 

March of 1956 was before we were officially organized. The second was in October of 1956. 

Our second convention was more completely organized because we were better organized as an 

institute. We began our second convention with an inspirational Mass meeting to which the 

public was invited. The main event of the evening was a panel discussion composed of Board 

members, Faculty members, and parents of the Hope and Adams St. Schools. It was moderated 

by Rev. Hanko. The panel discussed the possibilities of Protestant Reformed Secondary 

Education. The panelists were well prepared with statistics and informative data. 

We also plan to sponsor a convention this year in October. Announcements will appear 

informing you of the details. 

Following last year’s convention, we published a mimeographed magazine which we 

hope came into the hands of most of you who read this article. In it we published resumes of the 

speeches and panels at the convention. We shall not duplicate that effort this year but we shall be 

using the medium of Beacon Lights to let you know concerning our activities. We shall be 

favored with articles by the different teachers in the field of Protestant Reformed Education. We 

also hope to hear from our two teachers at Edgerton, Minnesota, Mrs. H. Veldman and Mr. H. 

Woudenberg, another stronghold of Protestant Reformed Education. We believe that these 

efforts shall be profitable and will be enjoyed by those interested in Protestant Reformed 

Education. 
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