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Fear grips the nations and people imagine vain things. Newspapers, radio, television, and 

periodicals of every nature present to the public the sentiment of national leaders and 

representatives. A great stir is arising as modem prophets foretell the third world war. Diplomacy 

is the Shibboleth of today. 

Wherein is all this tenseness and fear? 

Basically man is religious. He puts his trust in something and wants to hold something as 

his ideal and goal. Today men trust possessions. The possessive nature of man seems to play a 

dominant role in his relation to material things. Emphasis is placed on superiority of the rich and 

a flaunting of material possessions. For many of them their “god is their belly.” They eat, drink, 

and are merry. Some trust in might and strength of physical power, yea even life itself, their god 

is the arm of flesh. Others trust in knowledge and learning, and praise their philosophy, their god 

is vain philosophy and evil imagination. 

The fear of the nations then is a loss of these possessions. If you deny material things 

from him whose god is his belly, he has nothing left wherein he can take comfort. His ultimate in 

life has been denied. Imagine the fear of him who considers wealth his goal of achievement 

when his money is at stake. So, it frequently is today. Thousands of consternated eyes study the 

results of the stock market daily. Hundreds of economists propose suggestions for the health of 

national economy. Likewise, if you deny physical security to those whose god is the arm of 

flesh, they quake with fear that everything is lost. They clamor for protection against the most 

modem missiles. The race of scientific supremacy must be advanced at all costs. Deny it, and 

their fear is without measure. So, if you deny the advancement of learning to those whose chief 

desire is vain philosophy and threaten them with slavery of Communism, they shudder and aim 

their darts to destroy. Let men be free to express or let man decay. 

But why do they fear so greatly the loss of what they deem valuable? There can be only 

one reason. Their valuables are to them ends in themselves. As stated previously, they are their 

gods. There is nothing higher for them than what they consider important. To deny riches to one 

whose god is his belly is comparable to deny Christ to us who believe Christ is the only way of 

salvation. 

What then must we say? Must we have no concern for this world? May that be far from 

us? God has placed us in the midst of this world to stand as a faithful witness unto Him. We must 

use all we have for His glory. God has given us material possessions, physical strength, and a 

cherished truth, that we may have means to live in this world. Never must we use them as ends 

but only as means. Means to the glory of our God and the gathering of His church. 

We must further recognize the fact that “Power belongeth unto God,” Ps. 62:11. He 

confuses the world and He causes men to fear. He blinds the eyes of the proud and arrogant. He 

has control over all things and truly hath he said, “By Me kings reign.” God is sovereign and 

when He denies us the means, he truly will lead us to the end. Indifference, no. Only in the way 

of prayer for the will of the Father to be done and using all the means we have to His glory can 

we have the assurance of final victory.  
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