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Summary of a speech delivered by Rev Herman Hoeksema reported by Mary Engelsma  

On the night of the Mass Meeting at the P.R.Y.P. Convention, Rev. H. Hoeksema 

lectured on the topic, “Our Calling to Obedience.” 

He introduced the subject by explaining that obedience is a covenant part. Obedience is 

our part; however our part cannot be abstracted from God’s part. Obedience can only be 

conceived of as the fruit of God’s covenant. 

The covenant is not a contract between God and man, but is a living fellowship between 

them. God alone establishes his covenant with us. 

The second part of the covenant is the fruit of the establishment or new obedience. 

Hence God establishes His covenant and He adopts us as heirs through Jesus Christ. This 

is tile only possible way to walk in obedience. 

The meaning of obedience is that we trust in God and love Him by forsaking the world 

and walking in a new light. 

Authority pre-supposes obedience. The one in authority has the right to lay down the law 

and see that there is conformity to the law. He also has the right to bring about punishment in 

case of disobedience. 

Obedience is a conscious knowledge of him that is in authority over us. The rational 

moral creature not only knows Him that is in authority, but also wills the will of him in authority. 

The object of our obedience is Christ who as the Son of God has the right to demand 

obedience. We obey God as revealed in Christ and obey men for Christ’s sake. 

The calling to obedience means that those in authority have the calling to exercise that 

authority before God and Christ. 

Also the calling means that we know and will the will of God. For that reason our 

obedience is limited to the revelation of the will of God expressed by those in authority over us. 
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