
Obedience in the World 
Rev Cornelius Hanko 

 

 

Summary of a speech delivered by Rev Cornelius Hanko reported by Henry De Vries and Bern 

Huizenga 

Rev. Hanko introduced his topic by stressing that the world is an ever-changing thing. He 

developed this idea by speaking of three relationships which we all experience; 

1. To the church. 

2. In the field of labor. 

3. To our civil government. 

He related what our relationship to these spheres would have been a number of years ago, 

and balanced it by showing the relationship there is today. Almost every situation has been 

reversed. Ministers and other office-bearers were at one time very much apart from the people, 

but today are nearly on the same level. The worker used to be very downtrodden, but are now on 

top. Many governments used to be monarchies, but today are democracies. 

But in spite of all these changes in the world, the eternal God never changes. In all three 

of these spheres, God is still God. His commandment “Honor thy father and thy mother” is as 

real today as it ever was. The commandment does not say love, for that might be no more than 

natural instinct. It says honor. That means that we should show due honor, respect, and fear for 

those whom God has placed in authority. And we do this out of love for God. 

Rev. Hanko then went on to cite some of the many passages of scripture which deal with 

obedience and explained their meaning as he went. I Peter 5:5 “. . . ye younger, submit 

yourselves unto the elder . . . and be clothed with humility . . .” Eph. 6:5, “Servants, be obedient 

to them that are your masters . . . with fear and trembling.” Rom. 13:1, “Let every soul be subject 

unto the higher powers.” Prov. 8:15, “By me kings reign, and princes decree justice.” 

Then Rev. Hanko continued by applying these principles to the three spheres of 

relationship. We don't look up to our minister and the office-bearers because of their gifts, but 

because God placed them there. We don’t come to church to hear the minister, but to hear Christ. 

At work, we don’t try to see how long we can make our coffee breaks. Neither can we possibly 

join a labor union. In government we should go to the, polls, but not blindly. And when we drive 

we should not keep one eye on the mirror, but obey the law because we obey God that way. In 

conclusion, he pointed out that there is only one case when we may not obey. That is when we 

are asked to do something contrary to God’s law.  
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