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Summary of a speech delivered by Rev Richard Veldman reported by Margaret Hoekstra 

Rev. Veldman first of all pointed out that he was not speaking to our brothers or sisters, 

nor our parents, who are not perfect and are far from being spiritual and as heavenly minded as 

they ought to be, but to us, covenant young people with whom God has established His Church, 

washed in His blood and Spirit and renewed our lives so we may cleave to Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost, love and trust Him with heart, soul, mind, and strength, forsake the world, crucify our old 

nature and walk in a new and holy life. 

Obedience is always response to the Word of God. God speaks and I respond, yet not I, 

but Christ in me. I live, yet not I, but Christ in me. I will, yet not I, but Christ in me. I obey, yet 

not I, but Christ in me. It is a very timely subject, there is always much room for admonition to 

obedience in the home. Disrespect, infidelity, juvenile adolescent pride, back talk, contempt for 

parental authority, harmonious emancipation are not only in the world today, but also in the 

Church and school. The subject is extremely up to date. 

The fifth commandment reads, “Honor thy father and thy mother.” The command comes 

to all of us but especially to the child in the home. Disobedience is a terrible sin. Proverbs 1:8 

says, “My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother.” And in 

Ephesians 6:1 we read, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.” 

“Honor thy father and thy mother,” is the first commandment with promise. This 

authority is given to parents to rule over us, to forbid us to do and not to do. They have the right 

to discipline. Obedience implies that we submit to that rule, honor and execute command, to 

heed and submit not contingent to our opinion, but do it in love to God and for his sake. 

Authority is God’s and from God. It is never grounded in the creature like unto us, but in 

God. That means that the authority of our parents is God’s authority. 

Parents, too, must be obedient in the home. They must rule in the name of God, in the 

love of God and according to His will, conducting themselves in such a way that children can 

respect them. 

Even though we are past school age we still are children in the home in relation to our 

parents, and still have the calling to honor and obey. We must not obey because of punishment, 

or what we think is right, nor because we love them. Love has nothing to do with obedience, 

although we must show love to our parents now, while they are yet with us. We must honor and 

obey for God’s sake as long as they don’t cause us to sin. If then we be punished, we must still 

submit willingly. We must listen respectfully and act without murmur, even when they are old 

and gray. We must not love our parents with natural love, but with the love of God in Jesus 

Christ. “He that loveth father and mother more than me is not worthy of me.” When we are 

married, we should still seek their good advice. That is obedience. 

Who can heed this admonition? Not natural man but it is only possible for those who are 

redeemed in the blood of Christ and live a new life of love for the commandments of God. 

If you have transgressed in any striking way and walked therein don’t let your parents go 

through life and death with grief in their hearts but confess and beg for forgiveness. 

Covenant young people, in whom God has established His covenant, renewed in a new 

and holy life and have the principle of God’s grace, strive to walk in that light and rejoice in the 

promise of God forever. 



May it be a new resolve in our heart and may we leave here saying in our hearts, “Father 

in heaven, make me a better son.” “Father in heaven, make me a better daughter.” Jesus says, “If 

ye know these things, happy are ye to do them.” 
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