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CHAPTER 11:19-30 (continued) 

ANTIOCH 

 

(Note; It is several months ago that the last Bible outline appeared in “Beacon Lights." Hence, it 

may not he amiss to remind you that we already began our treatment of this section, and treated 

the text through vs. 21 under, “I. The Beginning of the Work at Antioch.” We continue from that 

point). 

 

II. Progress at Antioch: vss. 22-26. 

A. The Arrival and Labor of Barnabas; 

1. What was the occasion of the sending of Barnabas by the church at Jerusalem? vs. 22. 

a. Does the text indicate anything concerning die attitude of the Jerusalem church in 

regard to the things taking place at Antioch? 

b. Can you explain why the church accepted the events at Antioch so calmly? 

c. Why did they send someone to Antioch? 

2. Barnabas: 

a. What do the Scriptures tell us elsewhere concerning Barnabas? 

b. Mention some reasons why they should send especially Barnabas. 

c. What does it mean that Barnabas “had seen the grace of God”? Why was 

Barnabas glad because of this? vs. 23. 

d. What did Barnabas do at Antioch? Why did he exhort them in this fashion? vs. 

23. 

e. Verse 24 begins with “for,” assigning a reason for the preceding. Explain the 

connection. 

1) What is meant that Barnabas was a “good man”? 

2)  What is meant by “full of the Holy Ghost”? Of whom else was this expression 

used earlier? Are not all the saints “full of the Holy Ghost”? 

3) Why is Barnabas’ faith mentioned? 

f. Was there fruit upon the labors of Barnabas? 

1)  Did the church at Antioch grow rapidly? 

2) “Much people was added” is passive. By whom was much people added to the 

Lord? 

B. The Arrival of Saul, and the Joint Labors of Saul and Barnabas; 

1.  Barnabas seeks Saul: 

a. Why did Barnabas seek help? What is the significance of the word “then” in vs. 

25? 

b. How is it to be explained that he went to seek Saul? 

1) Why did he not send to Jerusalem for some help? 

2) Did Barnabas do this on his own, or was there a good reason why he decided 

to seek Saul? 

3) Had Barnabas had any earlier contact with Saul? Was he possibly aware that 

Saul was a chosen vessel unto the Lord, to bear His name before the Gentiles? 



cf. Acts 9. 

c. Where was Saul at this time? Why? 

1) Was Saul hard to find? 

2) How long after his conversion was this? What happened during this period? 

Was Saul idle? 

3) Why did Barnabas go personally to get Saul? Why not send him a message, 

inviting him to come? 

2. Their labors: 

a. How long did they labor at Antioch? 

b. What did they do? 

c. Was this a sort of year-long revival campaign, such as is conducted today by 

some? Or was their labor of a different nature? 

d. Was their labor different here in this Gentile city than it would have been in a 

Jewish community? Why? 

C. The Disciples called “Christians.” 

1. Where else in the Bible is this name found? 

2. Was this a name originated by the believers themselves, or was it originated by 

outsiders? Prove your position, if possible. 

3. Is there any reason why this name should originate in a place like Antioch, rather than 

in a Jewish community? 

4. Was this name adopted by the believers also? With what meaning? In what different 

ways can the question of the Heidelberg Catechism be asked: “Why art thou called a 

Christian?” 

 

III. Proof of Unity with the Church at Jerusalem: vss. 27-30. 

A. The prophets from Jerusalem: 

1. The coming of the prophets: 

a. When did they arrive? 

b. Where did they come from? 

c. Why did they come? 

d. What was their office? 

1) How were they distinguished from apostles, evangelists, etc.? 

2) Were they the same, for example, as the prophets of the Old Testament? 

3) Are there still such prophets in the church today? Reason? 

2. The prophecy of Agabus: 

a. How did he prophesy? Was it evident from his prophecy that it was “by the 

Spirit”? 

b. What did he foretell? Did this mean a world-wide famine? 

c. When did it take place? What does this indicate also as to the date of the founding 

of the Antioch church? 

B.  The Charity of the Antioch Christians: 

1. What did the disciples decide to do? 

a. Was this individual or concerted action? 

b.  What form did this relief take? Money? Food? 

c.  Why did they do this? What does it indicate concerning the relationship between 

Jerusalem and Antioch? 

2. The sending of their gifts: 



a. To whom was the relief sent? Why not to the apostles or to the deacons? Who 

were these elders? 

b. By whom was the gift sent? Why? 

c. Was this the visit to Jerusalem referred to by Paul in Galatians 2:1, ff.? 

d. Approximately what was the date of this visit? 

 

CHAPTER 12 

HEROD AND THE CHURCH 

 

 I.  Herod's Persecution: vss. 1-19. 

A.  Of James: 

1. About what time did this persecution take place? vs. 1. 

2. Which Herod was this? What can you say of: 

a. His ancestry? 

b. His character? 

c. His relationships with the Jews? 

d. His position as king? When and over what territory did he rule? Can we determine 

at all from Herod’s history the time of the events recorded in this chapter? 

3. Whom did Herod make the object of his persecution? Does this indicate that there 

were others besides the two mentioned? 

4. What probably motivated Herod in this persecution? 

5. In what respect does his persecution differ from earlier persecutions? 

6. Why did Herod choose to persecute the apostles? Why James? 

7. Why did not the Lord deliver James? Here we have a case where the Lord delivers one 

and does not deliver another. Why? Was it perhaps that the church did not pray for 

James? 

B.  Of Peter: 

1. Herod’s plan: 

a. What encouraged Herod to lay hands on Peter? 

b. Why especially should Herod make Peter the next object of persecution? 

c. What was his plan in regard to Peter? 

1) Why did he keep Peter in prison till after the Passover? 

2) Why did he intend to bring him forth to the people? 

d. How was Peter guarded? What is a quaternion of soldiers? Did they guard him by 

turn, or all four quaternions at once? 

e. Why was Peter so heavily guarded? Did Herod fear a prison break? Or was Herod 

already worried about divine intervention? 

2. The attitude of Peter and of the church: 

a. What was Peter’s attitude, judging by the fact that, according to vs. 6, he was 

sleeping rather soundly? 

b. What was the attitude of the church? vss. 5 and 12-17. 

1) Why did they pray? 

2) Is there any indication that they did, or did not, pray for Peter’s deliverance? 

Did they expect it? 

3) Is it correct to say that Peter’s deliverance was a result of the church’s prayer 

for him? 

3. The deliverance: 



a. By whom? Is this in harmony with the function of angels? 

b. Mention the various miraculous elements in this deliverance. Is there any ground 

at all not to believe this was a miracle? 

c. What was Peter’s own attitude? During the deliverance? After the angel left him? 

d. To whose house did Peter go after his release? Why? How was he received? 

e. What James is referred to in vs. 17? Who are the “brethren”? 

f. Where did Peter go after this? Did he stay at Jerusalem? Apart from the record in 

chapter 15, are we told more of his activities after this? Why not? 

g. What was Herod’s reaction to Peter’s deliverance? What indications are there in 

the text of his attitude? What should have been his reaction? 

h. What is the significance of this wonderful deliverance? 

 

II. Herod's Death: vss. 20-23. 

A. The Occasion: 

1. Who came to visit Herod? 

a. Why did they come to Herod? 

b. What motivated them? 

2. What did Herod do? 

a. What was probably that “set day”? 

b. What was Herod attempting to do by means of his royal apparel and his oration? 

c. What was the reaction of the audience? 

d. What was Herod’s attitude? What was his sin? 

e. Did this sin lie in the line of his opposition to the church also? 

B. Herod’s Death: 

1. How did Herod die? 

a. Who smote him? 

b. Is there any significance in the fact that an angel was at work in both Peter’s 

deliverance and Herod’s death? 

2. Significance: 

a. Why was Herod punished immediately? 

b. Is this the rule in regard to the wicked who persecute the church? 

c. Was this of significance for the church? 

3. Did the persecution have any hindering effect upon the growth of the church? Why 

not? What does it mean that the “Word of God” grew and multiplied? How did this 

take place? 

(Note: vs. 25 will be treated with chapter 13.) 
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