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Some 45,000 people will be in the stands on an average day watching a Tiger baseball 

game, many thousands will enjoy it by listening to the broadcast on the radio, and many more 

thousands will watch the game on T.V., but only from eighteen to thirty men will actively 

participate in the game. 

At the annual church picnic eighteen men will participate in the married-single softball 

game while the other picnickers watch it. How much more enjoyment the eighteen have 

compared to the spectators! The former got the bodily exercise and the fun of competition, (and 

the sore muscles tomorrow) with all the joy of active participation. And how many men would 

rather throw all those ringers in the well-attended horse-shoe game instead of watching the 

champs do their tricks? 

Many of us have gone to the beach on an evening’s ride this summer to watch the 

bathers, and you enjoyed watching them at their sport, but, how much more their enjoyment! 

Both the spectator and the participant enjoy the same event, but what a great degree of difference 

in the enjoyment! 

There is yet another difference to be noted between the two types of enjoyment. The 

spectator only enjoys the event in his mind, in his imagination, hence, it is entirely mental, and 

he forthwith forgets it. But, because of his actual experience, the participant has lasting benefits. 

He had toned his muscles by exercise, he had added to his tan, if a bather, and they both have 

added to their store of happy memories. 

Knowledge can be gained through the means of reading, or through that of hearsay, or 

through actual experience. One could possibly learn all about tornadoes from books, and 

illustrations will be found to picture the funnel of destruction; or one can learn from a friend who 

has experienced a tornado, and hear how awful it really is; but, to rightly know the power and 

terror thereof one must experience it himself. We find then, that true knowledge comes by 

participation, and in the case of sporting events, resulting in increased enjoyment. 

Have you ever tried to increase your enjoyment of a sermon by participation? No, we do 

not mean for you to help the minister preach his sermon, but, we do mean that you study the 

portion of Scripture that is to be expounded. You have but to try it a single time to prove to 

yourself that participation in the study of the text will give you a much better understanding of 

the sermon, and a genuine enjoyment of the proclamation of God’s Word! You, who are Sunday 

School teachers, have already learned this to be a fact. When you have prepared to teach a lesson 

that was based on a Church Holiday, and you found that the sermon was on the same subject, 

your enjoyment that Sunday morning was increased by your intimacy with the exegesis of the 

passage. 

You society members will readily admit that you have attended meetings from which you 

received little benefit. You came home and told your parents that you got nothing out of the 

lesson. On their query regarding the cause of this lack of benefit you may have answered that 

you did not know. But, you really did know, didn’t you? That was the week in which you found 

no time to study the lesson material. All your evenings had been taken up with other activities, 

and Sunday afternoon you received unexpected company who spoiled another opportunity to 

study. I am sure that you, too, have learned that your enjoyment of a society meeting decreases 

or increases in proportion to the amount of preparation that you have put in it. 



If you wanted to know the fun of water skiing you would not be satisfied to watch others 

do it — you’d get right in there and do it yourself, wouldn’t you? Your behavior would be 

following the maxim: To do is to know, and to know is to enjoy. Now if this be true of you in 

your sports activities you would also find it true of your religious activities. 

Sunday School teachers, study your lesson well before the teachers meeting so you can 

edify one another. You will find that you enjoy the meeting with spiritual fervor. Your class will 

enjoy your teaching much more and you will have added to your own spiritual Well-being. 

Society members, do the same with your lesson material for each week. Study it well 

before the meeting, that you may also add your thoughts and observations to the general 

discussion. Are you afraid that you will make a mistake? That did not stop you from learning to 

water ski even though you fell off the skis several times before you mastered the art. Striking out 

at bat in the soft ball game did not deter you from taking your next turn at bat. Failing to throw 

ringers 100 per cent of the time in that horseshoe game didn’t stop you from trying again and 

again. Getting pricked by a needle does not stop the girls from learning to sew. 

As in sports one learns by doing, by trial and error; so in Bible discussion one learns by 

participation, and that, too, by trial and error. Oh, those interminable minutes when the chairman 

is waiting for a response from the members! If he had asked the major league scores for the day 

the young men would have answered immediately; or if he had asked what kind of dress the 

bride wore at last night’s wedding the young ladies would be able to describe it in detail. Then 

why not the truths of Scripture? 

Scripture warns us to try the spirits whether they are of God because many false prophets 

are gone out into the world. We must interpret Scripture with Scripture, but how can we unless 

we are students of the Scriptures? Scripture study carries with it its own fruit; the more you study 

it, the easier studying becomes. 

Remember, we do not have to envy the Old Testament Prophets, we are all prophets, we 

all have the anointing of the Holy One, the Spirit of the Risen Lord. We all have the propensity 

to teach, in greater or lesser degree. You do not fool anyone, much less your chairman, when you 

have not studied your lesson, your silence is a mute testimony. But, active participation by the 

membership makes the meeting- enjoyable to all, from the chairman down to the youngest 

member. 

Let us resolve to make the coming society season a fruitful one; fruitful for every 

member, edifying one another in the study of God’s Word wherein He reveals Himself as the 

God of our salvation. His be the praise and the honor when we are not only hearers but also 

doers. 
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