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Although many “wise old sayings” have a way of contradicting each other, the one that 

goes “birds of a feather flock together” has a broader meaning that is very true and timely. 

Translated into workable terminology we find the adage saying that people with a 

common cause seek each other’s company. This common cause may range from the heinous 

crimes that make headlines to the most worthy charitable endeavor. In every instance, the person 

taking part in these enterprises seek company with others having similar interests. Stamp 

collectors, along with pilots, doctors, sportsmen, farmers, and publishers form clubs, associations 

and societies with varying degrees of formality for the purpose of furthering their particular 

common interests. 

Many of these organizations are only a friendly meeting over a cup of coffee during 

which the common interest is directly or even indirectly discussed. Without dues, officers, or 

constitution these people find their discussions guided by their attitudes toward the common 

interest. The other extreme is a highly organized group with officers, constitutions, committees, 

headquarters, objectives and elaborate conventions. All these organizations have one thing in 

common. They are made up of people who are interested in a common cause. 

We find much the same situation in the church. Those who are interested in the church 

seek each other’s company in all sorts of associations from the informal 

"koffee kletz” where the general conversation is guided by the common interest of Christ and His 

church, to the annual synod where ecclesiastical matters are the reason for gathering. 

Those who are bound by the common interest of church seldom have reason, for instance, 

to miss a church service. If we belong in name but not in interest, we find it very easy to excuse 

ourselves from church services. If it becomes easy to find these excuses it is time for us to quit 

kidding ourselves and take a long, hard look at our spiritual inventory. 

This does not mean that we are to spend every waking minute with members of our own 

church discussing a pending decision of classis or other pertinent church matter, but it does mean 

that our real interests are revealed by the company we choose to keep. 

Many of us belong to various trade, professional, and civic groups not directly connected 

with church life. These organizations, too, have a place in our lives and within them we find 

individuals differing to such a degree that again we can choose to associate more closely with 

those members who have similar religious interests and who also practice their trade or 

profession in the light of Scripture. 

Just as when two knives are rubbed together and both become sharpened, so also one 

child of God in conversation with others of like interests, grows “sharper and sharper” in his way 

of life. This does not mean that we preach little sermons  to each other, but by living a personal 

witness we help each other along the straight and narrow road. Not as if we had an individual 

source of power within us which, when combined with other similar individual powers, becomes 

a great power (surprising what some modern writers have done with this theory!), but Christ has 

established His church in such a way that, by his grace, individual members are strengthened 

through fellowship with others who have as a common interest the welfare of their souls and the 

honor of our Creator. 

Seeking the company of others with similar spiritual interests, makes burdens lighter, 

temptations weaker, and faith stronger. 



 

Thanks be to God for the phenomena of fellowship! 
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