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That’s right! 

It is your convention, Protestant Reformed Young People! 

The arrangements this year will be made by the young people of our Fourth Church. The 

honor of being host society for the convention can be enjoyed by only one society at a time. Only 

when circumstances require it and make it possible, can two societies function as one and be host 

to the convention. But as a rule one society serves as host and all the others come as guests. 

Nevertheless, though the society of Fourth Church is host at this coming convention, it is 

yours, Protestant Reformed Young People! 

It is yours because it is being planned for YOU. O, we welcome our parents and friends 

and invite them to meet with us at our inspirational mass meetings wherewith our conventions 

always begin. But for the rest, it is a convention planned entirely for our young people. The 

meetings, the outing, the banquet, the speeches, the badges and all the interesting items that all 

go to make these conventions memorable occasions in the lives of our young people are designed 

and planned with YOU in mind. This next convention is no different. Indeed, they all differ from 

each other in many respects according to the plans of the host societies; but this one thing they 

all have in common: they are planned for Protestant Reformed young people. Time is spent. 

Much thought is given to provide our covenant young people with a few days of spiritual 

inspiration and Christian fellowship together as Protestant Reformed young people. 

Those who have attended our conventions in the past will look forward to this next one, 

for they know from past experiences how worthwhile they are. They have stored away many 

fond and pleasant memories. And we eagerly await with them Fourth’s Society’s announcements 

as to the particulars of YOUR next convention. For some of you it will be your first convention, 

to be sure. But even then, the next convention is yours. 

It will be your next convention, will it not? those of you who have attended the last one? 

In the wisdom of God Solomon said, “Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 

while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 

them,” Ecclesiastes 12:1. 

He does not mean the days and years when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure anymore in 

these conventions, although that also follows. But he means the days and years when you will 

say that you have no pleasure anymore in these days and years. He goes on to explain that in the 

next verses. We will not take time to go into that now except to remark that as “man goeth to his 

long home” (verse 5) his physical condition deteriorates so that the things wherein he formerly 

found delight bring him no joy anymore in the physical sense. (O, a child of God never comes to 
the point, no matter how full of aches and pains he may be, where he finds no more pleasure in 

the things spiritual.) But in the days of our youth, when our minds are clear, our bodies are 

strong and we bubble over with vitality, we have a calling of God to remember Him. And 

conventions such as those of our Protestant Reformed young people’s societies are indeed for 

youth! They are strenuous days, days full of activity, exciting days which youth takes in stride. 

And they are days you ought to spend attending the convention prepared for YOU! 

How good and great the providence of God that we may have them! 

How wonderful that in the days of our youth He gives us this bubbling enthusiasm, this 

apparently inexhaustible stamina to fill the days together as His young people, as the sons and 



daughters of Zion in each other’s fellowship not only, but in the fellowship of His Truth! 

There is another convention-text! 

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 

exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching,” Hebrews 10:25. 

“Assembling of ourselves together.” That is a convention, is it not? O, the author is thinking of 

the assembling in the synagogue. Many were failing to do so and to hear the Word of God. Yet 

when our Covenant God prepares the way that our youth may also assemble together in the 

spiritual activities of our conventions, we ought not to forsake these things to seek the vanities of 

the world. No vacation can possibly bring back richer rewards. A sun tan will wear off. When the 

“evil days come” and “the daughters of music are brought low” and “desire shall fail” the 

memories of a trip to some distant beauty spot will wear off and no longer bring a sparkle to the 

eye. But the spiritual benefits of the convention will still be there. Lasting values are obtained as 

our youth experience the carrying out of the theme of the convention through speech and 

activities. They take something home that does not tarnish or fade but on which will be built 

even, more beautiful spiritual things in their future lives. 

Parents! Encourage your youth to attend! 

What more wonderful things are there for them in these days? “And so much more, as ye see 

the day approaching.” We live in evil days and we can see the day of the Antichrist approaching 

with steady and swift strides. And the day of judgment also approaches. Can our youth receive 

too much of the things spiritual? In these days when Satan marshals everything — magazines, 

newspapers, radio and television, this and that — and uses all his craftiness and guile to seek to 

waylay, deceive and ensnare our youth by wickedness and false doctrine, can we prove too much 

for their spiritual growth and insist too strongly that they live and remain in the sphere of the 

things of God’s kingdom? Can we do that today? 

Then, too, we are one denomination and hold fast to one truth. Parents, let your children 

experience this oneness, this unity, this wonderful work of God that we may be one 

denomination that loves the doctrine that He is GOD. 

A big trip for our youth? 

Perhaps, but let them have the experience of meeting other Protestant Reformed young 

people, not forsaking the assembling of these young people who shall one day take our places to 

defend, maintain, promote and sacrifice for this truth we all love. Strengthen in them the 

knowledge of our unity and the tie of those who love the truth. 
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