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“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: 

because many false prophets arc gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the 

Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is 

of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 

is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it 

should come: and even now already is it in the world. Ye are of God, little 

children, and have overcome them; because greater is He that is in you, than he 

that is in the world. They are of the world; therefore speak they of the world, and 

the world heareth them. We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that 

is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of 

error.” I John 4:1-6 

 

This passage is referred to, and the first part of verse 1 is quoted, in Article 7 of our 

Confession of Faith. That article we recall, emphasizes the truth that the Holy Scriptures alone 

are the all-sufficient rule for our faith and life. It stands above all edicts and decrees and writings 

of men. The truth of God’s Word is above all, and therefore, it is gross sin to teach anything 

contrary thereto and it is the duty of everyone to test every teaching in the light of the Word and 

whole- heartedly reject error and preserve truth. 

To do so is to live our confession, to walk in faith and to manifest obedience as children 

of God. It is not a matter of choice but of obligation. It is a betrayal of the most sacred trust 

when, for material and temporal considerations, we cast aside and trample underfoot the truth. 

Many do just that! Are they ignorant of the truth that, “Our sins will find us out?” Don’t they 

know that sin cannot be perpetrated with impunity? Our holy calling and sacred duty is to try the 

spirits so that we may know the Spirit of God, speak as He speaks, live as He would have us live. 

Then we do the Truth! 

This important calling is necessitated by the fact that there always have been and today 

there still are many false prophets, teachers of lies, enemies of the truth, in the world who go 

about seeking whom they may seduce. They are no respecters of age. They assault young and old 

and, therefore, young people — test the spirits of this age so that you may know whether they 

speak of God or of the world. Robertson said truthfully, “Credulity means gullibility and some 

believers fall easy victims to the latest fads in spiritualistic humbuggery.” The widespread 

apostasy of our day gives credence to this statement. Young people are no exception. Many 

appear to be so very gullible to the “humbuggery” of our day. There seems to be such a gross 

laxity in evaluating spiritual things and such a fantastic exaggeration with respect to material 

things that many are easily swayed by the least influence of these "lying spirits” to forfeit the 

former in order to acquire more of the latter. Don’t you become one of these gullible ones who 

listens to the devil’s lie that “doctrines aren’t important, creeds are non-essential, we’re all going 

to the same heaven pretty soon anyway, and the like.” Here is the plain word of God to which 

you are duty bound to give heed. It admonishes you who live in this superficially religious age, 

“Try the spirits . . .” 

Calvin wrote concerning this passage: “The announcement contains a useful admonition; 

for if Satan had then already seduced many, who under the name of Christ scattered their 



impostures, similar instances at this day ought not to terrify us. For it is the case perpetually with 

the Gospel, that Satan attempts to pollute and corrupt its purity by variety of errors. This our age 

has brought forth some horrible and monstrous sects; and for this reason many stand amazed; 

and not knowing where to turn, they cast aside every care for religion; for they find no more 

summary way for extricating themselves from the danger of errors. They thus, indeed, act more 

foolishly; for by shunning the light of truth, they cast themselves into the darkness of errors. Let, 

therefore, this fact remain fixed in our minds, that from the time the Gospel began to be 

preached, false prophets immediately appeared; and this fact will fortify us against such 

offences. The antiquity of errors keeps many, as it were fast bound, so that they dare not emerge 

from them. But John points out here an intestine evil which was then in the church. Now, if there 

were impostors mixed then with the Apostles and other faithful teachers, what wonder is it, that 

the doctrine of the Gospel has been long ago suppressed, and that many corruptions have 

prevailed in the world? There is, then no reason why antiquity should hinder us to exercise our 

liberty in distinguishing between truth and falsehood.” 

Our calling to oppose and reject every form of error is a most serious one. We must live 

by the pure Word of God. Every departure from the purity of that Word leads to the most 

devastating consequences. Perhaps one of the reasons we often fail to evince a more holy 

indignation toward departures from the truth is that we do not see the impending consequences. 

The harvest isn’t reaped until the third or fourth generation after we have been removed from the 

scene. History’s lessons we seemingly fail to grasp and familiarity with God’s dealing with His 

people as written in the Holy Book has not left an indelible imprint upon our consciences that 

would incite us to greater and more careful vigilance. We are so apt to forget. Nevertheless, the 

destruction that all error brings is there . . . . always there . . . . and from it there is no escape for 

those who follow lying spirits. In coming generations the bitter fruits will be harvested. 

The reason for this is that all error is basically, fundamentally, principally a denial of 

Jesus the Christ. That’s also its seriousness, however insignificant it may pose in its first 

appearance. Trace error to its logical sequence and you inevitably get this. It cannot be avoided. 

Error is the Lie and the lie denies Jesus! To be sure there are differences of degree in error, 

differences of form ranging from the point-blank denial to the more subtle, camouflaged lie that 

even looks somewhat like the truth but is not. Tear its mask away and you will see its real face. 

That’s why you and I have to be so very careful . . . and diligent . . .and that’s why our calling is 

so serious! 

“Try the spirits whether they be of God . . .” 

Two of them came to my door this morning as I was about to write this article for Beacon 

Lights! Coincidence? Perhaps, but Providential, too! They wanted me to accept their lying 

literature! I was acquainted with it for I have some of it in my file for reference. I told them so 

too. We talked a little while and although our conversation was brief, what a revelation of lies 

became manifest as these lying spirits became tested by the Word. They confessed: “God is not 

Triune, Christ is not Divine, There is no eternal punishment for sin, etc., etc.” But let me quote 

from their literature so that you may see that there are lying spirits gone out into the world. They 

may be at your door next. Be prepared to “test them” by the Word.  

We quote them: “To make clear the ransom arrangement consider this illustration. An 

adult sins, does wrong, and because of this contracts a disease. The disease germs infect his 

offspring. They become sick and face death from this disease. Another man comes along. He is a 

doctor. He has a remedy for the ailment. By this one remedy this one man can cure all the 

diseased offspring of the sinful adult. There is one condition: the offspring must be willing to 



take the prescribed treatment for cure. The doctor does not force the cure on them; merely offers 

it. Some accept, other reject it. So it is with the ransom. Adam sinned and lost perfection and the 

right to life. He passed on to his offspring this imperfection and condemnation. Jesus came to 

offer his lifeblood as a ransom, and likened himself to a physician. He offers the remedy free of 

charge, but to come out from the sentence of death and regain the right to life eternal Adam's 

offspring must follow the treatment prescribed by Christ the Physician. He will force it upon no 

one. And just as one medicine can cure millions suffering from the same disease, so Christ’s one 

sacrifice is sufficient to restore to life and perfection as many as choose to obediently serve 

Jehovah.” 

This spirit denies Jesus Christ! It denies the Christ of the Scriptures! It denies that Jesus 

saves! It affirms a possible salvation for all instead of a realized salvation for “those whom the 

Father has given unto Him.” 

It is the lie, born of the father of lies, the devil himself. Try the spirits and believe not 

those which are not of God. For many are gone out in the world! 
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