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June is here at last, and ere long, many young enthusiasts will again breathe a sigh of 

relief saying. “Ah! free again.” Whether in grade school, high school, college or university, all 

students eye the day of graduation. Some can’t wait, so they quit school at the legal age and get a 

job. Others perhaps, continue just to get a diploma, while peradventure a few look back at the 

school year and take inventory of what they have learned. Student life is looked upon by many 

people as an easy way of spending time and with a few brains one can gain prestige. Whatever 

the reader’s conception of education may be, we would like to present a few remarks concerning 

the learning process. 

Studying is a great blessing of God. Not everyone can study. Both mental and physical 

diseases incapacitate many young people front the privilege of engaging in formal education. 

There exist today many cultures which forbid the freedom of education, and instead inculcate 

specific erroneous knowledge upon the absorptive minds of the youth. Our forefathers endured 

great dangers when they left Europe for America in order to escape persecution of those who 

prohibited them from preaching and teaching the Reformed faith. We, the youth of today, are 

recipients of the great effort put forth by our ancestors as they strove to preserve the truth once 

delivered unto the saints. Being conscious of this we appreciate all the more the great privilege 

of studying in the fear of the Lord 

Education is more than a privilege, it is a great responsibility. Already in the primary 

grades, we are taught the basic truths of life. Our teachers engage themselves in all possible 

efforts, and go through greatest pains to try to inculcate into the minds of our youngsters the truth 

of Jesus and to provide them with answers which are more true and of eternal value than many 

famed professors with doctors degrees can even try to teach. These years are primary years 

during which the youth absorb the past, and preserve the teachings of father and mother. 

However, education does not stop with the learning of history and past events, it also involves a 

critical reflection on the past, to learn of the errors and mistakes of the past, and thus to evaluate 

it sincerely. This of course does not mean that one act sophomorically as if he alone knows of the 

way of life and all the past is old fashioned. Anyone who acts thus is not truly educated. A 

critical reflection involves a prayerful analysis of history, it includes preserving the truth of the 

Word of God and applying all the principles of Christianity to the modern situation. Hence, 

education also is significant for the advancement of the church of Jesus Christ. No one today 

would dare say he knows all the facets of truth and knowledge and there is no need for clearer 

explanation. The truth must be expounded, and history bears the mark of the militant church as 

she advances in knowledge. The threefold function of education therefore is preserving, 

analyzing, and advancing the truth, and the calling goes forth to all of us, as students of the Word 

of God, to function in this threefold aspect of education. 

We must be very careful when we speak of criticizing the past and advancing into the 

future. A word of caution is in order lest anyone think he can throw away history and cling only 

to the here and now. This sounds somewhat of the tone of those who clamor, “No creed but 

Christ." When we speak of a critical reflection we do not necessarily mean a denial of the past, 

even though this may be true in some cases. Critical reflection is a careful and detailed study of 

the facts that have been taught us, and we apply them to ourselves so that they become our own 

personal and living conviction when we come to years of discretion. 



Basic to this analysis is a firm belief in all what is written in the Word of God. How can 

one accept as his own conviction, creation for example, without knowing our God who creates 

and the nature of the cosmos he created? This basic knowledge is taught in the familiar triad of 

church, home, and school. How foolish for some to teach that the pupil must begin with an 

empty mind, devoid of all preconceived ideas, and thus begin to absorb knowledge. Without the 

knowledge of God and His Divine Revelation we never will conclude any truth. How can you 

end in truth when you begin with the lie? That is foolishness. We can only sense how small and 

insignificant man really is before the infinite and holy God when we realize that all man can 

know is revealed. He can know nothing outside of God’s revelation. When we make this 

revelation meaningful to ourselves, we have analyzed the past. 

We have referred to the triad, church, home and school, as the basic media of transposing 

knowledge, especially of our most certain knowledge. In this light we at once can sense the 

significance of a Christian school. If one of the media is without God, e.g. school, do we not fail 

in the entire triad? A triangle is strong only as long as the three sides are of equal length and 

magnitude. So also with the church, home, and school relation. Without God in the school, the 

church and home become weak, because the influence of a Godless school on our youth is 

beyond measure. Thank God that we may have Christian instruction in all three of the significant 

phases of human life and may we ever strive to make and preserve them in the truth which we 

hold dear. 

 In conclusion then, after we have reflected on the meaning of education, all of us can 

look back and thank God for the education He has given us. Even though some graduate from 

formal education this month, nevertheless life is a continual graduation. We continually must 

advance in all three aspects of learning, and do so in the fear of the Lord, for it alone is the 

beginning of all wisdom.  
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