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Have you ever heard a phrase so often that its meaning was actually lost in the over-

familiarity of the words? I am thinking of such a phrase as “God is near to us.” Each of us must 

have heard that phrase or a similar one dozens and dozens of times and each time we let it pass 

without further consideration since we recognized it as a familiar concept and our minds let it go 

at that. 

But just for a few moments, let’s take the phrase “God is near to us,” and look at it 

closely to see if we haven’t perhaps missed much of its meaning to us. 

The most common use of the term near is in connection with the relationship of physical 

objects. For instance, we say that a certain town is near the state highway or a table is near the 

door. Now granted, we must not think of God as something physical, but we can use physical 

objects to illustrate God’s attributes. For instance, notice the paper you are holding in your hands 

as you read this editorial. Look at it closely; grasp it even tighter between your fingers until you 

are as aware of it as you possibly can be. Now say to yourself, “God is just as really in this room 

as this paper is that I’m holding here in my hands. 

Since He actually controls all economic, natural, and social forces and does so in a 

manner which will benefit me, His creature, I haven’t a thing to fear! The future is as certain as 

the present or the past. I haven’t a worry in the world regardless of war, economic depression, 

sickness, drought, or persecution. 

All this comfort, and much more can be realized from a new look at an oft used phrase if 

we will only take time to grant this phrase the little time and effort it takes to transpose it into a 

different setting. 

Just one more illustration of a repeated phrase that we are inclined to pass by quickly 

only because of its familiarity is “We have but a small beginning of that new obedience.” We 

quickly say to ourselves, “Oh yes, that means that although we are now already redeemed and 

walking in the light of Christ’s teachings, we are not nearly as righteous as we will be in 

heaven.” And we let it go at that. But it can mean so much more with some additional thought. 

For instance, we prepare ourselves for our occupation with much study, worry, and seeking of 

advice because our occupation is a goal to be achieved. Yet our whole life, childhood, schooling, 

occupation, sickness, church life, social life, military life perhaps, in essence the sum total of our 

life, is less than kindergarten compared to the glorious role that will be ours in heaven. Our 

minds, then released from the bonds of ignorance imposed by sin, will comprehend all that is 

about us much in the manner Adam knew the creation when he named the beasts. More 

important, we will be able to comprehend God in his infinity, for our minds will no longer be 

limited to time or space. And comprehending God in all His glory, we will recognize Him as 

being the power that brought us in this “new obedience.” 

I have cited just two of the many familiar phrases and doctrines that will “come to life” 

with new meanings and interpretations if they are but given a little extra thought or even put into 

different words, while retaining the same meaning. There are many, many more, and locked 

within their familiarity are jewels of comfort and inspiration waiting to be released by a fresh 

approach. 
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