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(Conclusion) 

In our last installment in Beacon Lights we promised to draw some practical conclusions 

with respect to the matter of our having fellowship in contrary doctrines. We have seen that 

Scripture, and, therefore, God Himself, forbids us to have fellowship or to receive into our house 

those that bring doctrines contrary to the doctrine of Christ. In other words, we are to have no 

fellowship with the lie but are to walk in the truth. We can ignore, disregard and be indifferent to 

this Word of God only to our own hurt. When we violate it, we become partakers of the evil 

deeds of those with whom we fellowship and, consequently, objects of the same judgment. The 

seriousness, therefore, of adhering to this injunction cannot be over emphasized! And because 

we have especially you, Protestant Reformed Young People, in our hearts, we write these things 

concerning Truth vs. Error! 

Now the question arises, “How does this affect our daily lives?” Before we attempt to 

answer this, we must mention and keep in mind the following assumptions: 

(1) It is assumed that we agree that doctrine and life are always inseparable. The former 

is not like a coat that you wear or change as you see fit and during certain seasons of the year 

store away in the moth bags. Doctrine is life! As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he. Out of the 

heart proceeds the issues of life! 

(2) It is assumed that we agree that the doctrine taught in our Protestant Reformed 

Churches is the true and complete doctrine of salvation and life. This can be shown if need be 

but further comment is not necessary at present. 

(3) It is assumed that we agree that our calling, therefore, is to conform our lives in every 

respect to this doctrine and to oppose everything that is contrary thereto and refuse fellowship 

except on the basis of the truth. This assumption follows from the Word of God in II John 10 

which we have discussed in previous articles. 

How then does this affect our daily lives? It is not difficult to see that our entire life is 

affected by the measure of faithfulness with which we adhere to this calling. It is especially 

evident that such important, major spheres of our life are vitally touched by this matter of 

“fellowship in doctrine” as the following: our marriage relation, our recreational life, our relation 

in the sphere of labor and industry, our relation in the schools, our relation to our flesh and blood 

relatives, and our friendships with those of other denominations. All of these relations cannot 

possibly remain unaffected except when we live in doctrinal indifference which is principally 

living the lie. If we live our faith in these relations, as is our holy calling, they must needs be 

stirred. 

There are then but two alternatives. Let us, for example, mention now the family relation 

including the parents, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, cousins, etc. In every family there are 

mixed-faiths, contrary doctrines. On the one hand, as you live your faith within this sphere and 

manifest the truth in your conversation and walk, you cannot escape experiencing the truth Jesus 

expressed in Matt. 10:35, “For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the 

daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man’s 

foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not 

worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And he that 

taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.” The variance of faith which is 



factually present in contrary doctrines then comes to light in the conflict of life! 

This is naturally undesirable to the flesh. Consequently, the only other alternative, 

commonly followed, is to condone contrary doctrines, sooth over and belittle all differences in 

order that peaceful fellowship may be continued. The consequence of this is: — “You are 

partaker of the evil deeds!” 

Which is it? The way of truth is difficult! The way of error is for the flesh the easier way! 

If you walk in the former way “they shall speak all manner of evil against you falsely for Jesus’ 

sake” but if you walk the latter way they make you their friend. 

Which will it be? 

Another area which is vitally affected is the young people’s friendship relation with those 

of other denominations which not infrequently ends in marriage. This is an area in which it is 

extremely difficult to walk in the truth. In the schools and colleges various friendships are made. 

Some of these are only temporary. Others are more permanent. A young man — a Protestant 

Reformed young man — takes a particular liking to a girl of another faith. Not infrequently the 

differences in their way of life (faith) are not discussed as they should be. The friendship 

assumes a more serious form and eventually the marriage proposal is extended. Still little, if 

anything, is said concerning the “doctrine” and, if it is considered it only brings out the fact that 

there is a vital difference. No solution is reached whereby the “contrary doctrines” are removed. 

No understanding is made. Both parties assume, and wrongly of course, that marriage offers the 

solution to these differences and after they are then married they mistakenly think that there will 

be no more differences. So they marry and together they must walk through life but, — Amos 

said it, “How can two walk together except they be agreed?” 

I submit that a Protestant Reformed young man or woman who give themselves in mixed 

marriage without settling all differences before-hand is already compromising the principles of 

the truth. He or she is entering fellowship with contrary doctrines. This is error and the fruits of 

error are bound to be reaped in such unions. Either they must compromise the truth still further 

after marriage by forsaking it altogether and live in error with their contrary spouse, or they 

experience the miseries of a spiritually divided house which bears its fruit in forthcoming 

generations. The way of truth is never easy but then, young people, remember that we are not to 

gauge our lives by the standard of “Easy or Difficult” but rather by the better standard of “Right 

or Wrong, Good or Evil, Truth or Error.” Only in the way of the “right good truth” is real and 

lasting happiness possible. 

In conclusion it may be stated that the importance of always living the truth cannot be 

emphasized too much. We need not be ashamed of the glorious heritage of truth the Lord has 

given us. Truly it is worth more than thousands of silver and gold. Let us live it, defend it, and 

manifest it always and everywhere at all costs for such is our calling in the days of our youth. 

And it is better to be hated of men for truth’s sake than to be judged by the living God for error! 

Walk in the truth! It will make you free and upon you there will be no shame! 
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