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Forsaking his tent in the sky, 

Arrayed as a bridegroom, the sun 

Comes forth in his glorious strength  

Rejoicing his circuit to run. 

 

He tells through the length of the heavens  

His Maker’s great wisdom and might,  

And nothing in all of the earth 

Is hid from his heat and his light. 

 

The sun is appropriately described by one author as the Powerhouse of the Solar System. 

It is also appropriately described in the above verses quoted from the versification of the 19th 

Psalm. How true it is that he, the sun, tells his maker's great wisdom and might through the 

length of the heavens and that nothing is hid from the heat and light just as nothing is hid from 

the light of God’s face. 

It is interesting to note that the sun which is the center of the great solar system of which 

each of us is so dependency a part, has several interesting and important characteristics. 

As to its composition, it is believed by most students of the sky to be a huge ball of 

incandescent gas. The diameter or distance through the sun is about 865,000 miles. This is 109 

times the diameter of the earth and 400 times the diameter of the moon. The reason the sun and 
moon appear to be about equal in size is because the moon is so much nearer to the earth. The 

sun is 93,000,000 miles from the earth while the moon is only some 240,000 terrestrial miles 

from the earth. 

When we look at the sun through dark or colored glass we will sometimes see dark 

patches on the surface of the sun. These dark patches on the sun are known as sunspots. The 

enormous spots on the sun are really storms which resemble enormous tornadoes. They look 

much like a tornado would to a man flying in an airplane above a tornado. These storms or 

sunspots are believed to send out electrified particles which cause the northern lights and 

magnetic storms which generally affect radio and television reception. 

The earth receives a very small part of the energy of the sun which is radiated out into 
space. It is estimated in fact that the earth receives only one two-billionth part of the heat given 

off by the sun. It is this so-called little trickle on solar energy that is responsible for all the 

activity of the earth. Without this energy precipitation should cease. Without this energy the 

process of photosynthesis (process by which green plants make food) would come to an end. 

Without the energy radiated out by the sun, radio and television would become impossible. In 

short the truth of the matter is that without the energy which the sun creates all life would 

become impossible. It should be noticed in this connection that our God who created all things 

did so very wisely and discreetly. It should not escape our attention that the first creature of the 

creation week was light. After he had created this light ne then proceeded to create those other 

creatures which were so dependent on the light which he had originally created. 

Every year the sun’s heat evaporates 480,000,000 tons of water from the oceans and 

streams. It lifts the vapor up into clouds a mile or so high where it condenses in the form of rain, 



snow, hail, or sleet. This moisture then falls making all vegetation possible and releasing 

millions of horsepower from flowing streams and waterfalls. 

Furthermore the ultraviolet rays falling on the top of the atmosphere highly electrify, or 

ionize (i.e. render or become conducting) the atmospheric molecules. In doing this they provide 

an electrical ceiling from which long distance radio waves are reflected to the earth. This makes 

radio communication a very real possibility. 

Magnetic changes take place in the earth when spots break out on the sun. Compass 

needles become unsteady and sometimes wander a degree or more from their normal position 

during one of these magnetic storms. 

It is interesting to notice in this connection that most of the ultraviolet from the sun is 
absorbed by a layer of ozone in the atmosphere about twenty-five miles high. If this did not 

happen we should all be fatally sunburned. On the other hand, the ozone layer is just thick 

enough so that a small amount of ultraviolet sunshine comes through to the earth. This ultraviolet 

light gives us the vitamin D in our foods and bodies which is so necessary for health. If the ozone 

layer were a little thicker, these health giving rays of the sun would be shut off the earth. We 

should all die of rickets unless Vitamin D were supplied artificially. 

The sun is important to the earth and has resulted in many superstitions for pagans and 

unbelievers. Primitive pagans regarded the sun as a god which was worshipped with a great deal 

of show and ceremony. To the pagan Greeks the sun was a fiery chariot which Apollo drove 

across the sky each day. Relics of sun temples can be found in most of the Oriental countries, 

and in South America. These all indicate that the pagans ascribe great significance to the 

movements of the sun. 

But we believe in God and we ascribe to him all glory and honor for having in this way 

blessed and provided for us. We confess again with the psalmist, “The heavens declare the glory 

of God; and the firmament sheweth His handiwork.” 

Besides the earth there are the eight other planets, the asteroids, a number of comets end 

numberless meteoroids. The nine planets were so-called by the Greeks because they were “stars” 

that wandered and changed their position in the heavens with relation to the stars. The Greeks 

did not realize that the planets were not stars at all but were merely nonluminous bodies which 

were satellites of the sun. 

The planets were given the names of the Greek gods and their names follow in the order 

of their distance from the sun. Mercury, Venus, The Earth, Mars, The Asteroids, Jupiter, Saturn, 

Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto. 

We will discuss each of the preceding very briefly and thus conclude our study of the 

Solar System. 

Mercury is the smallest of the planets and is closest to the sun. It is very seldom seen as a 

“star” and then only for a brief interval before sunrise or just after sunset. Its orbit seems very 

eccentric and irregular and revolves around the sun once in 88 days. 

Venus is the brightest of all the planets. When the planet Venus is visible it appears as the 

morning or evening star and is the most brilliant and beautiful of stars. It makes one revolution 
around the sun in 225 days or 7 

1
/2 months. The orbits of Venus and Mercury lie between the 

earth and the sun; therefore they pass through phases like the moon and when passing between 

the earth and the sun, they appear to be going backward or retrograding in the heavens. Neither 

planet has satellites. 

The Earth, our planet, is the third from the sun, and is the “grand stand” from which we 

view the stars, its bulk conveniently cutting off the strong light of the sun at night and thus 



permitting us to see the light of stars. Its daily rotation on its axis causes the apparent daily 

motion of stars through the heavens from east to west, and the phenomena of day and night. It 

makes one revolution around the sun in 365
1
/4 days or one year. This yearly journey combined 

with the 23
1
/2 degree tilt of its axis toward the North Star, Polaris, or as it is known to 

astronomers, Alpha Ursae Minoris, causes the changes in the seasons and the varying length of 

day and night. 

We here pause our discussion of the Solar System, and, if the Lord will, we will continue 

our discussion in the next issue. 
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