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The word, Easter, is only mentioned once in the King James Version of our Bible, (in 

Acts 12:4) and this is an incorrect translation of the original Greek. In the Revised Version and 

also in the new Revised Standard Version the word, “Passover,” is used instead of Easter, which 

is the correct rendering of the text. Also in the Holland translation the word, Pascha, meaning 

passover, is used. There is a significant link between the Jewish Passover and the resurrection of 

our Lord Jesus because our Saviour did actually die and rise again during the days of the 

Passover feast. It is also symbolic because the lamb that had to be sacrificed for the deliverance 

of Israel is considered as prophetic of Him who is the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins 

of the world (John 1:29). Thus the name and meaning of the Hebrew Pesach was devoutly 

accepted into the Christian liturgy by the early Church, which considered the annual celebration 

of Christ’s death and resurrection as the greatest and most important festive days of the whole 

year. According to the historians of the second century, A.D., the Pasch holiday was celebrated 

around March 23 and was not preceded by the forty days of Lent. Even today the annual 

celebration of Christ’s resurrection is called Pasch by most nations: Greeks and Rumanians 

(Pascha), Italians (Pasqua), Spaniards and Portuguese (Pascua), French (Paque), Norwegians 

(Paskir), Danes (Paaske), Gaels (case), and the Dutch (Paschen). This word is taken from the 

Greek (and Latin) word “pascha” which comes from the Hebrew word “pesach,” meaning 

Passover. 

The English term, “Easter” and the German word “Ostern” have a pagan origin and 

meaning. It comes from Eostre, an ancient Anglo Saxon goddess who represented light or spring. 

In pagan times an annual spring festival was held in her honor, to the Norsemen, Easter meant 

the season of the rising (growing) sun. Also the ancient Assyrians, Babylonians, Phoenicians, 

Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans held annual feasts, preceded by six weeks of fasting in the 

spring season, to their respective pagan sun gods and their idols of fertility. Hence the prefix of 

the word, EAST-ER, refers to the rising sun in the east and to the sun gods of the eastern 

countries. The Romish Church, already deeply apostatizing in the tenth century A.D. transferred 

the pagan meaning of Easter to the new life of the Risen Christ, the eternal and uncreated light, 

and fixed the date of Easter on the first Sunday after the first full moon on or after the vernal 

equinox, March 21, the exact date of many of the above mentioned pagan feasts, preceded by the 

six weeks of Lent or fasting, in order to persuade the Pagans to nominal Christianity, thus 

making the Church a big and powerful organization on this earth. Thus again we see the 

apostatizing church amalgamating with the world and making its people do something of 

themselves for their salvation, in order to make the Church big and strong in this world. 

Virtually all of the present day customs observed at Easter are of pagan origin. The false 

church simply makes the rising sun a symbol for the Risen Lord. Easter eggs and bunnies and 

chicks are supposed to represent new life, fertility, and abundance. In many heathen lands, in 

ancient times as well as the present, people dyed eggs in various colors and ate them at their 

feasts to honor their pagan idols. The Romish Church adopted the Easter egg and consecrated it 

as a symbol of Christ’s resurrection. A form of prayer was even appointed to be used in 

connection with it. Pope Paul V even taught his subjects to pray, “Bless O Lord, we beseech 

Thee, this Thy creature of eggs, that it may become a wholesome sustenance unto Thy servants, 

eating it in remembrance of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The role of the Easter bunny, as the producer 



of Easter eggs for the children, is purely legendary. Also the pig, of which the traditional Easter 

ham is a part, was and is always considered a symbol of good luck and prosperity. This is also 

the reason why people sometimes wear little figures of pigs as good luck charms and why 

children put their pennies, nickels, and dimes into piggy banks. 

As the earth is renewed with a new garb of vegetation in the springtime, so also the 

displaying of Easter lilies, and the wearing and showing off of new Easter clothing was made to 

symbolize the new life that the Lord through His resurrection bestowed upon all believers. This 

custom became wide spread during medieval times; in many places a popular superstition 

threatened with ill luck all those who could afford to buy new clothes for Easter Sunday, but 

refused to do so. Even today this custom is faithfully practiced. Why is it that almost everybody 

attends a sunrise service or attends some church service on Easter morning? Is this done to 

glorify the Risen Lord or to show off and gossip about one another’s new Easter bonnet? To my 

mind the latter is true because so called Christians always need something more than the simple 

preaching of the Word in order to attract them to attend a church service. In fact many of these 

same people (even some of the ministers themselves) deny Christ’s bodily resurrection as did the 

unbelieving Jews of old (Matthew 27:62-66; 28:2-4, 11-15). It would be far better if they would 

join New York’s Easter Parade on Fifth Ave. than to crowd out the Risen Christ by converting 

God’s house into a style show. 

Yes indeed, in the Old Dispensation, carnal Israel changed the glory of God into an 

image of a golden calf. (Exodus 32:1-4; I Kings 12:26-33). In the New Dispensation, the very 

term Easter and its pagan customs loudly proclaim that the false, apostate, anti-christian 

modernistic churches change the glory of the incorruptible Risen Lord to an image like unto the 

rising EASTER(N) sun that eventually sets again in the west; to corruptible images like unto 

perishable eggs, from which issue forth living creatures of all kinds which must die again; to 

corruptible images of flowers, herbs, grass, and trees of the springtime which soon, wither away 

under the blazing heat of the summer sun and the biting frosts and winds of the autumn and 

winter seasons which surely follow in their respective order; to corruptible images of new 

clothing which soon wear out, fade become moth eaten and out of style. (Romans 1:23, 25). And 

let us as Protestant Reformed Young People be not conformed to these pagan anti-christian 

Easter customs, but rather detest the same as the very works of the devil and his servants, who 

always seek ways and means to destroy the Church of Christ, and proclaim the following to a 

dying church in a wicked World. 

He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!  

He walks with me and talks with me  

Along life’s narrow way. 

He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!  

You ask me how I know He lives? 

He lives within my heart. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 17 No 3 April 1957 


