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(Continued) 

Last month we raised three questions in connection with our attempt to determine the 

truth and error of II John 10. You will recall that this passage reads as follows: 

“If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 

neither bid him God speed; for he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.’’ 

The three questions we raised were: (1) What is meant by “this doctrine?” (2) What does 

the phrase, “to receive one into your house” imply? (3) What is the connection or relation 

between this and “bidding one God speed?” Let us consider this passage further in the present 

essay. 

 For a correct understanding of this passage we must first remember that the apostle is 

here warning the elect lady and her children, whom he loves in the truth, to beware of false 

teachers. In verse 7 he warns that “many deceivers are entered into the world” and further that 

“they confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.” Now Scripture in general is very 

emphatic in its condemnation of these deceiving antichrists and solemnly warns the church to be 

on her guard against them. It speaks of them as “men of cunning craftiness who lie in wait to 

deceive” (Eph. 4:14), “those that trouble you” (Gal. 5:12), “false apostles, deceitful workers, 

transforming themselves into apostles of Christ” (II Cor. 11:13), “wolves in sheep’s clothes” 

(Matt. 7:15), “false prophets and teachers who privily bring in damnable heresies” (II Pet. 2:1), 

etc. Beware of them for “they are deceivers and antichrists” (II John 7) who seek the destruction 

of the soul even though outwardly one would be inclined to judge them as pious, friendly and 

real nice people. 

In connection, therefore, with the “doctrine” of which John speaks, it may be observed in 

general that he speaks of the “truth” as opposed to the “lying deception” and “error” of these 

deceivers. More specifically, however, John speaks in verse 9 of “the doctrine of Christ.” Two 

interpretations of this phrase are possible. It may denote the doctrine concerning Christ, the truth 

regarding Christ as revealed in His Names, Natures, Offices and States. Dogmatically speaking 

this is denoted as “Christ-ology.” The expression, “doctrine of Christ,” however, may also mean 

the doctrine that is received from Christ and then it denotes all the truth in distinction from the lie 

that has its origin in the father of the lie, the Devil himself. Essentially it makes little difference 

which of these two we adopt although the latter has preference because of what follows in verse 

9. John also writes: “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 

God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.” (vs. 9) 

Consequently, young people, let us especially be impressed with the seriousness of this 

matter. It is not a question of church-affiliation, of belonging to this or that church, of minor or 

irrelevant differences, of theological opinion, etc. Those who speak of these things in those tones 

have the real earmark of deceivers. Rather notice that according to this passage this matter 

concerns our “having or not having GOD,” that is, it concerns the true knowledge of God which 

according to John 17:3 is “life eternal.” It is a matter of “walking in the truth” (II John 4). If we 

receive those into our houses who bring not this doctrine, we lose God. If we wish them God-

speed, which means that we extend to them the blessing of God in their evil way, we become 

partakers of their evil deeds and the same judgment of God befalls both of us. 

To teach and advocate the way of error is a very evil thing. The lie is of the devil and to 



promote it or to render assistance in any way to those who maintain the lie is to put one’s self 

into the service of the Evil One. We are to have no fellowship with them who are engaged in the 

unfruitful works of darkness. To do so is to alienate ourselves from God and make ourselves 

friends of Satan. Our calling to maintain the truth in Christ necessitates that we admonish and 

rebuke those who bring other doctrines and refuse to walk with them in the way of error. 

The question arises as to what extent this is to be carried? Those there are who take a 

very broad view of this matter. To them it means that as long as one maintains the so-called 

“fundamentals” of the Christian faith, we can and should have fellowship together. Thus, for 

example, those who deny the Trinity, the atonement of Christ, the resurrection, etc. cannot be our 

friends but we can have fellowship with those who believe these “fundamental truths” even 

though they do not agree with us on such things as Election and Reprobation, the Gospel, Total 

Depravity, the Doctrine of Grace and Preservation, etc. It is frequently argued that no church has 

all the truth but that many churches have parts (remnants, elements) of the truth and, therefore, 

room must be left for interfellowship among the fundamentalists. In fact, it is claimed that by 

taking some good out of all the various churches one arrives at the whole truth. 

This is more of the same subtle deception that always characterizes the preachers of lies. 

It is certainly not according to Scripture and by it we must not be deceived. Scripture shows that 

Christ reveals to us the full counsel of God in His Word and not simply certain “fundamentals.” 

To remain in the doctrine of Christ (and thus to have God) means that this revelation must be 

maintained in its entirety and, in the words of our Confession: “It doth thereby evidently appear 

that the doctrine thereof (of the Word of God) is most perfect and complete in all respects.” (Art. 

7). Further, the doctrine of Christ is One, — a perfect Unity. We cannot maintain part of it and 

deny other parts thereof. We can’t take what we like of it and discard the rest. We may not 

impose our own interpretation upon parts of it, contradicting, denying and distorting other parts 

of it. That won’t do. 

All this brings us before the serious fact that is borne out by all of history that, namely, 

when one element of falsehood is injected into the doctrine of Christ (truth), we have the 

beginning of the ultimate denial of the whole system of truth. Error is not something dormant. It 

eats as a cancer till the live tissue is destroyed. Just as there is a positive line of the development 

of the truth in God’s church, so there is a negative line of development of error in apostasy that 

culminates in the formation of the false church. Don’t be oblivious of all this. Beware of all 

error! Fight it! Stand firmly in defense of the Truth and have no fellowship with error! Refuse 

compromise! You may lose friends on account of it but what of it? Didn’t Christ tell you it 

would be so? Rebuke all error sharply! Admonish severely those who perpetrate it! Such is your 

calling! Yes, your privilege! 

And finally, we should also see that any departure from the truth is in essence, 

fundamentally a denial of the whole truth. Space forbids elaborate comment on this but we will 

cite 1924. Young people, how many of you understand that “a well-meant offer of salvation on 

the part of God to all men without distinction” is in essence a denial of: 

T otal Depravity  

U nconditional Predestination 

 L imited atonement 

 I rresitible grace  

P reservation of the saints. 

Discuss this question sometime in your Society! It's necessary and will be beneficial, I’m 

sure. We must, however, stop here now but next time we wish to draw some practical 



conclusions about this whole matter! 
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