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Man has a sense of values. His sense of values differs in kind from the sense of values, 

which is proper to the irrational creature, the animals. The natural man too has a sense of values 

which differs from both that of the animals and that of spiritual man. The natural man can only 

mind that which is earthly, sensual, devilish. The latter is not possible for an animal, and from 

this “diabolical,” which characterizes the “natural” man, the spiritual man has been redeemed. 

Hence, the spiritual man has a new sense of values. He deems all the works of law, and 

all his fleshly religiosity to be so much loss and dung for the excellency of the knowledge of 

Christ Jesus, his Lord! 

Wonderful sense of values. He has found the pearl of great price; riches untold is his 

singular and rare portion. It consists of all the spiritual blessings in heavenly places, in Christ 

Jesus. 

Now we wish to call attention to these riches in Christ. In doing so, we wish to note that 

there is a difference between the riches, the pearls of the Kingdom, as revealed and experienced 

in the Old Testament when compared with the New Testament. The New Testament affords 

“better things” than does the Old Testament. 

That is the subject of this essay. 

Such is the “Keynote” of the entire epistle to the Hebrews! 

Listen to the joyful, jubilant and exalted language of the writer from the very outset of the 

letter, in which we hear the clarion sound of “better things”: “God, who at sundry times and in 

divers manners spake in time past to the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken 

unto us by His Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 

worlds (ages)!” Hebrews 1:1, 2. 

There you have it in a nutshell. 

And what is here stated in one compact, central, all-embracing statement is further shown 

in its proper particulars in this entire epistle. Although we do not have a well-developed, detailed 

account of the typical, symbolical meaning of the Old Testament apparatus of the revelation of 

grace, we do have a very clear and succinct portrayal of the salient points in which the New 

Testament dispensation of grace is “better” than the Old Testament dispensation of the grace of 

God. 

And the reason for this all is that the New Testament is the fulfilment of the Old 

Testament! The Glad-tidings of the gospel was first of all revealed by God Himself in paradise, 

afterwards proclaimed through patriarchs and prophets, portrayed by sacrifices and other 

ceremonies of the law, and lastly fulfilled in his well-beloved Son! See Question 19, Heid. 

Catechism. 

First of all this Son is exceedingly exalted above all the angels of God. The latter never 

are called by the name of a “son.” They are “ministering spirits,” who must administer to the 

sons. And they must all worship the Son, as it is written, “And let all the angels of God worship 

him.” Psalm 97:7, Hebrews 1:6. He is the firstborn of all creatures, Col. 1:15, “and by him were 

all things created, that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 

thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him and for him.” 

Col. 1:16, There is none as great as he. He is the very brightness of the glory of God, the Father, 

the expressed image of his person, upholding all things by the word of his power, and who, when 



he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the majesty on high! Heb. 1:3. 

Secondly, this Son brings us into the “better country.” Hebrews 11:16. This better 

country is the heavenly, which the patriarchs saw from afar and rejoiced in hope. Into this better 

country, Joshua the son of Nun, the Ephraimite, could not possibly bring Israel. Wherefore David 

spoke of a rest to come. Ps. 95:11. 

Thirdly, Christ is the giver of “better” things than Moses. Moses was faithful in all the 

house of God. But he is not the Son. He is but a servant. The Son is the builder of the house of 

the Father, He prepares for us a place. 

Fourthly, the Son is greater than Aaron. Aaron is a priest. However, his priesthood is not 

an abiding one. Personally Aaron perfected nothing. He did not bring Israel into the rest. Fact is, 

he died on mount Hor without entering the promised, typical land. But Christ’s priesthood is 

better. It does not depend on a birth from a priestly father, from the tribe of Levi, the house of 

Aaron, but is simply a priesthood by God’s sovereign Decree. In the eternal Counsel and Decree 

of God the Son was appointed heir of all things, and this was his as the King-Priest after the 

order of Melchisedec. Psalm 110:4; Gen. 14:18 and Hebrews 7. He is a Lion of Judah’s tribe, the 
preeminent Firstborn Son of God in the world! 

 Fifthly, he brings about a salvation as the “heir” in a “better” tabernacle. He did not labor 

in the tabernacle made with hands, the “worldly” sanctuary. He went with his blood into heaven 

itself. And this tabernacle is the real presence of God, seeing Him face to face, and knowing him 

as we are known! Hebrews 8.  

Sixthly, he also brings a “better” sacrifice. He does not bear simply the bloods of goats 

and bulls, of oxen and sheep. He brings into the sanctuary the blood of the Son of God in our 

flesh, the perfect obedience, fulfilling all righteousness, so that now many too may receive for 

Christ’s sake the forgiveness of sins, everlasting righteousness and eternal life! Hebrews 9. 

And, lastly, he brings about and realizes a “better” covenant. It is not merely a covenant, 

written upon tables of stone. Such a covenant is the letter, which kills. It cannot give life. If there 

were a law given that could make alive, then the old covenant would need no improvement. It 

was only “good” in-as-far as it was a school-master to Christ. It did not of itself expiate sin on a 

lower level, and then point to a greater redemption to come. Such is not the nature of the “types 

and shadows.” Nay it all waited for the “better covenant,” written in the heart, where God would 

remember the sins no more! Hebrews 10. 

Of these “better things” our pulpits always resound. However, especially during “Lent” 

this truth of “better things” is held before the eye of faith, strengthening us in the knowledge of 

the only foundation of our salvation. 

Hence, this is not a time of penance, keeping of days, years, sabbaths. It is a time to see 

what God hath wrought on the Cross for us, according to His sovereign good pleasure, and what 

He also certainly will perform in and through us. 

We are living in the dispensation of “better things.” 

Let us properly evaluate by the power of faith through the Holy Spirit. 
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