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Kindergarten is a community of five and six-year old people. These people are very 

special people, spontaneous, warm, friendly, and eager. Although still firmly attached to home 

and family, they are beginning to discover the world of people and the things about them. They 

lavish their love and affection upon that fortunate individual, the kindergarten teacher, and share 

with her their most important secrets. 

The Christian Kindergarten has a real purpose. Its purpose is to train these children, 

God's covenant children, in the way that they should go, so that when they are old they will not 

depart from it. It is in the Kindergarten where the foundation is laid upon which all future 

education is built; therefore, it is extremely important that a firm foundation is laid. 

An important function of the Kindergarten will be the bridging of the gap between the 

home and the school. A small child must step out of the home into a new and unfamiliar 

environment. The informal atmosphere saturated with a Christian understanding of, and attitude 

toward, little children will make it easier for the small child to adjust slowly and happily to the 

formal school situation. 

A Christian Kindergarten is an ideal place for a child to make his entrance into the big 

world in which he is to live. The transition from home to school can be a happy one. Success 

here often has a great bearing upon the emotional stability of the child throughout his school life. 

This is important, for emotional stability is one of the factors that is required before a child can 

react intelligently and efficiently to any new problem. Thus the Kindergarten will aim to stabilize 

the child’s emotional status by adjusting him slowly to situations that he will meet. 

The Kindergarten gradually gets the children ready for the step into the grades. 

What is taught and practiced in the Kindergarten must also be accepted in the home if 

there is to be a lasting effect or a permanent impression. The Christian Kindergarten teacher will 

try to bring about a close cooperation between the school and the homes of the children. 

Teachers will be able to contribute more to the growth of children if they sincerely study 

them, and through their study try to understand them, their abilities, their potentialities, and their 

needs. 

Christian teachers realize fully that children, even the best of them, are sinful beings, 

inclined to evil, but also heirs and recipients of the full grace and love of God. They are 

redeemed by Christ and sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

Little children will have to be taught what is right and what is wrong, and much patience 

will have to be exercised on the part of the teacher during the early period of learning, when 

many mistakes will be repeated, sometimes quite unconsciously and sometimes willingly. A 

teacher will have to learn to discriminate between actual sinful actions and mere forgetfulness, 

over-exuberance, or immaturity on the part of the child, and will have to administer corrective 

measures accordingly. 

The Kindergarten curriculum is composed of a variety of activities through which the 

goals of the Kindergarten are attained. The day in the Christian Kindergarten is always begun 

with prayer and songs of praise to our Heavenly Father. The Bible story follows which is a 

constructive way of instructing these little children in the truths of God’s Word. 

Growing through social experiences is a part of the curriculum. The social growth of the 

child is essential for his well-being. The child is influenced by all things in his environment, and 



he reacts to them as a whole person. Teachers in Christian Kindergartens have the responsibility 

of providing an environment which exerts a wholesome Christian influence. 

Another part of the Kindergarten curriculum is exploring the world. In order to learn, the 

children must experiment and experience rather than be told. 

Art is an important means of expression. Children learn quite early to express their ideas 

by this means. And little boys and girls have ideas! They love to express them, but since they are 

not yet able to write them down, they express themselves very ably and willingly in the form of 

art. They can write down their thoughts with crayons, paints, and charcoal, and can also give 

expression to their feelings and ideals with clay, papier-mache, and other art media. 

Getting ready to read is an important phase in the curriculum. Through the many 

exercises, experiences, and activities provided the child should attain this reading readiness by 

the end of the Kindergarten year. It is of great importance that each child be ready for reading 

before he is put into the reading program. 

The children’s daily language reveals how much they know about numbers in general. 

Their desire to use numbers is a good indication that they are ready to enlarge their concepts and 

learn even better how numbers may function in their daily lives. Number work, therefore, cannot 

be kept out of the Kindergarten. 

 

Play is natural. 

Girls and boys are bright and gay! 

Life for them is mostly play — 

And they think it’s so much fun, 

Just to jump, and skip, and run. 

The play period should be a period of good fun and comradeship, to which the teacher 

lends added enjoyment by joining wholeheartedly in the activities. Any play period must be 

under the careful and skillful planning and execution of the teacher. Uncontrolled, boisterous, 

disorderly play has no place in a Kindergarten, where children are learning the first courtesies of 

Christian living together. It should not be forgotten that also the play period is a training period. 

Rest and refreshment are important factors in the Kindergarten program. The rest period 

is often accompanied by soft music, or perhaps a story. 

What sort of person should the Kindergarten teacher be? We may say that in selecting a 

teacher for young children, we want the very finest person we can get, a person who would still 

be a fine person if for one reason or another she gave up her teaching. Probably the best teachers 

for young children are women. The teacher of young children needs to be alert physically as well 

as mentally. She needs to have the spirit of the explorer. She needs to have eyes in the back of 

her head. The children in the Kindergarten are not arranged in neat rows before their teacher as 

they so often are in the upper grades. 

 Privileged indeed is the person whom the Lord has called for such a task. How wonderful 

for her to know that it has pleased God to use her in the instruction of His covenant youth — 

used her to lay that firm foundation upon which all later instruction is built.  
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