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“There is nothing new under the sun!”  

These were the words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. They express 

the truth concerning all things that are seen and heard, smelled and touched in the sphere of our 

present existence. Not always is this truth clearly discernable for man and the appearance of the 

things that now are seemingly contradict the truth. Today, and the ushering in of the year 1958, is 

no exception to this. Man jubilantly acclaims the conquest of space. He makes no secret of his 

expectation to presently enter into a world of new experience. He boastfully takes pride in 

achievements in the field of new things during the past few decades and he envisions still greater 

accomplishments in the future. Rockets, missiles, satellites and space travel are but a few of the 

latest new things that have been introduced to mankind. The field of geophysics has unlimited 

potential and if man will only prove himself to be ambitious, he can create for himself a whole 

new world of new experience. Talented youth is, therefore, urged and encouraged in every 

possible way, like never before, to pursue the fields of scientific study and technological 

research. The new that can be acquired through diligence in these fields will completely renovate 

our social and economic structure, revolutionize our political philosophy and even radically 

change our religious way of thinking. So deep-seated and far-reaching will the changes of the 

next decades be that the present manner of living on earth will be recognized no more. 

Everything is in the process of renewal. Such is the doctrine of man which apparently seems to 

be greatly substantiated by the things that are seen. 

Who then said, “There is no new thing under the sun?” 

Was it perhaps some sage or philosopher of antiquity who really did not know what he 

was talking about or at least failed miserably to vision the future in the light of the unlimited 

possibilities that lay in store for it? Was he perhaps speaking only for his particular time and did 

he intend that his words should only have application to the things then existent so that his 

meaning is: “As far as I can see, I find nothing new under the sun”? 

Such would be the folly of error! 

The words quoted are those of the infallible Scriptures. They are true throughout all ages 

notwithstanding the contradictions of the things that appear and the repeated denials of men. The 

mere, superficial appearance of an old thing in new form does not change eternal truth. The mere 

fact that man calls a thing new does not in any way nullify the unchangeable Word of God! 

Nothing new! NOTHING! 

Under the sun, that is! 

Look at the things that exist under the sun today! And when you look at them, be sure 

you look at them in the fight of the Word of God because otherwise you cannot even properly 

evaluate them or classify them correctly as new or old. Today, as always, you have the same old 

proud and vain boast of man, just uttered a little more loudly than before! You find the same aim 

to make conquest of the universe in defiance of its Creator. You find the same “vanity of 

vanities” and “vexation of spirit.” It’s the vicious circle of the working of sin unto destruction. 

You find the same spirit of dissatisfaction so that “the eye is not satisfied with seeing nor the ear 

filled with hearing.” Change and decay in all around I see but nothing new. “One generation 

passeth away and another cometh.” In it all nothing is essentially new. All things continue to 

move onward with ever increasing rapidity toward their appointed end but the things themselves 



do not change. 

The Preacher in Jerusalem was right! He spoke the truth! 

Yet, there is something NEW! 

You do not find its origin under the sun though! 

It is not to be classified among the things that are seen for “eye hath not seen and ear 

hath not heard it.” 

It is those things that God has prepared for them that love Him. They are NEW! The 

apostle John saw them on the isle of Patmos when he beheld the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, 

coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. Those 

things that belong to the realization of the everlasting covenant of God with His people are 

indeed new. To them belongs the formation of a new heaven and a new earth in the day of the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. In that day all the old will be forever gone. It will pass away 

never to be recalled. Then there will be no more “vanity of vanities”; no more proud boasts, no 

more pain, sickness, sorrow, disgruntlings, death, etc. All shall be swallowed up in victory and 

the new will be perfectly revealed. 

O teach as Lord to count our days 

And set our hearts on wisdoms ways . . . 

Teach us to seek the new! Grant us, in the days of our youth, that we may remember our 

Creator. Turn our hearts from all that is vain and foolish for it belongs to the old and enable us 

through thy marvelous grace to lay hold of the things that are new. Make us diligent in our 

societies, in the study of Thy Word and in all that pertains to Thy Church in the midst of this old 

world! 

Along these lines we would compose our true prayer as we enter a new year. You may 

add to it out of the resources of your own soul. Mindful we are that even in the so-called new 

year there is nothing essentially new. It is in every respect the same as the one gone by. It is 

merely the continuation and extension of old time and for the world that has its life bound up in 

“lusts and pride and pleasure” there shall come nothing forth that is new in 1958! 

Not so, however, with covenant youth. 

Covenant Youth! 

They in, by, with and amidst the old seek the new. And seeking they find and finding 

they appropriate in ever increasing measure the new things by the power of a living faith. That 

faith evidences that they are begotten in that new covenant unto a new and living hope. Thus, as 

the old years roll on into the forgotten past, they move on in time unto an eternity of new things 

realized. 

That is their “Happy New Year!” 

The year of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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