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Doctrine and practice. It was the relation between these two that we were discussing. And 

in the discussion we were examining the problem of whether it is possible for the preaching to be 

too doctrinal and not of sufficient practical advantage to the church of Christ in the world. 

We noticed in the last article that there are really two kinds of practical subjects 

mentioned in Scripture. There is on the one hand the texts which are of practical comfort to the 

church. These are not texts which admonish the church in any way, but rather speak of the 

blessedness of those who are saved in Christ. These texts remind the saints in the world of all 

that they possess as saints. They speak to the church of the blessedness which is theirs as they are 

called out of darkness into light. They comfort the believers in sorrow, encourage them in the 

heat of the battle of faith, inspire them to press on in their calling by holding before their eyes the 

vision of a heavenly city which is their inheritance. They speak words of cheer and victory, of 

gladness and joy, of happiness in persecution, glory in adversity. These texts can be found on 

almost any page of Holy Writ. As I page at random through my Bible I come across texts like 

these: “And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living 

creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh.” Gen. 9:15. 

“After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I 

am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” Gen. 15:1. “For unto us a child is born, unto us a 

son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 

Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Is. 9:6. 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matt. 5:3. “Fear not, little 

flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Lu. 12:32. “Blessed are 

they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 

through the gates into the city.” Rev. 22:14. And these passages can be multiplied. 

There are several remarks which I would like to make in tin’s connection. 

There ought to be no question about it that these passages are intensely practical. They 

are words of great and unsurpassing value to the practical life of the church in this present world, 

while the saints await their final deliverance. They are the strength and support which are so 

vitally necessary in this present existence which at best is only a valley of tears. 

But this practical comfort and encouragement of the church is not limited to these 

passages, but is true of every doctrine of Scripture. All the truth carries with it this same 

assurance to the believer. No doctrine is so profound and thoroughly doctrinal as the truth of the 

trinity. And yet it is the basis for our whole conception of the covenant of grace in which we live 

as God’s covenant people. And even the doctrine of the trinity affords us unspeakable 

consolation in all our life. No doctrine is lacking in this practical significance to the church. 

In the second place, it ought to be recognized that there is no practical advantage to any 

of these portions of God’s Word unless we understand the truth implied in them. Take for 

example the text, “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom.” Is it possible that the church in the midst of the terrors of ungodly men would not be 

comforted by these sublime words of Christ? And yet, how is it possible to experience this 

comfort unless we know what the kingdom of heaven is? How can we be encouraged to be 

faithful except we understand that the glories of the kingdom far outweigh in advantage all the 

suffering of this present time? How can we be filled with peace and tranquility except we know 



that Christ establishes His kingdom by defeating the powers of sin and death for us and in us and 

thus realizes the kingdom of righteousness and peace? But this is doctrinal. Again I say, that it is 

impossible to separate doctrine from practice. Doctrine is practical. And true practical subjects 

are also very doctrinal. This we ought not to forget. 

The same holds true of the other class of practical texts of which there are so many in the 

Scriptures. I refer to all the admonitions of God’s Word by which the church is exhorted and 

admonished to walk in truth and faithfulness. Again, you may turn where you will in the Word of 

God and always there are many passages which tell the church in the world how it ought to walk. 

Always Scripture instructs the believers as to their calling as children of light. Always it urges 

them on in the fight of faith. Always it prods them to keep their feet on the path that leads to 

glory. The saints are always reminded of their obligations as covenant people. They are always 

brought before the consciousness that they must walk in God’s way fighting sin and clinging to 

the cross of Christ. 

But this cannot conceivably be separated from doctrine. Supposing that a minister would 

try that once. In the first place, if he would merely speak of the calling of the church without 

anything else, the saints would have many questions to ask of him by the time the service was 

over. They live in the consciousness of their sin. And this knowledge of sin is so overwhelming 

that they would undoubtedly want to quiz the minister as to how it is possible for them to do all 

these things to which they are exhorted. By taking a concrete passage, this can easily be shown. I 

may refer for an illustration to Rev. 2:10b: “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 

crown of life.” If a minister merely urged his congregation to be faithful, they would 

undoubtedly remind him at the conclusion of the sermon that they are always unfaithful, and they 

would like to know therefore, how it is possible to be faithful. The point is that for the church 

this would have no meaning except the minister made clear to his sheep that God is faithful 

always; that He knows His own people; that Christ took away all their sins; that Christ works in 

them by His Spirit preserving them and keeping them faithful to His cause. And it is exactly this 

that would lend urgency also to the admonition. But this again is doctrinal. And this doctrine the 

saints would demand. 

But in the second place, it is impossible for a minister to preach on any admonition without being 

doctrinal. To use the text cited above: a minister could not admonish the church to be faithful 

unto death unless he would explain what that faithfulness was. The whole sermon would have no 

meaning unless the church could know in what faithfulness consisted. But again, this 

immediately makes such a sermon doctrinal. And so it ought to be. 

Let us conclude the matter. Doctrine and practice are one. There is no greater blessing in 

heaven and on earth than to know the truth. That is blessing above all else. To receive from God 

the revelation of die truth in Jesus Christ our Lord fills the believers with awe and profound 

thanksgiving. And when they experience this truth in the depths of their hearts by the Spirit of 

truth, they crave to grow in an ever clearer understanding of it. With this deep desire within 

them, they will be faithful in all their way. And they listen gladly to the words of comfort and 

encouragement as God speaks to them in the depths of their hearts. When they are admonished to 

walk as a covenant people, then they flee hastily to the cross to seek forgiveness for all their sins, 

and to draw by faith from that cross the power to walk as God commands with the assurance in 

their hearts that in principle they now live in uprightness; but presently all their sins shall vanish 

away and they shall dwell in the house of their God forever! 
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