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“Your church has a negative attitude toward mission work.”  “Your church does not 

consider mission work important.”  “Your church overlooks its missionary calling.”  “Your 

emphasis on God’s Sovereignty makes mission work impossible.”  These are but a few of the 

many charges brought against our churches in regard to missionary activity.  Perhaps you have 

heard them all and have others to add to the list. 

Are these accusations true?  Does our church neglect its missionary calling?  These 

questions were answered October 4, 1962, in our First Church auditorium. 

That night, Mission Emphasis Night, we heard from our missionary Rev. G. Lubbers, 

who is presently working in Tripp, South Dakota; and Houston, Texas.  We also heard and 

learned about Jamaica and its native people, who are Negroes, from Mr. Meulenberg and Mr. 

Zwak.  Slides taken in each of these areas were shown to the large audience. 

We first heard from Rev. Lubbers. 

In December, 1961, he went to Houston, Texas for the first time.  He stayed there for a 

week and used the music room of the community high school three times that Sunday for 

services and discussions. 

He then returned to Tripp, South Dakota, where he remained for three months; after 

which he returned again to Houston for a period of three weeks.  This time they used a large 

living room for an auditorium, rented a few chairs, and built a make-shift pulpit. 

In the three weeks Rev. Lubbers was there they met together sixteen times, discussed 

thirty-three subjects, and six families became convinced that ours was the truth they sought.  Our 

mission program has progressed in this area. 

After his short three week stay in Houston, the Rev. Lubbers and his wife went back to 

Tripp.  The town of Tripp is 1240 miles north of Houston, Texas; 610 miles east by north of 

Loveland, Colorado; 345 miles south of Isabel, South Dakota; 240 miles south of Forbes, South 

Dakota; 96 miles west of Doon, Iowa; and 134 miles southwest of Edgerton, Minnesota. When 

he first came to Tripp, he had rather large audiences of 60 people or more.  However, within the 

crowd were many enemies, some curious, and a few faithful.  The Lord was gracious and 

rewarded Rev. Lubbers for his work by calling out the faithful few, who now steadfastly seek the 

tradition of Calvinistic truth. 

In concluding his talk Rev. Lubbers reminded the young people of our minister shortage; 

he pleaded with them to prayerfully consider kingdom work, for the field is ripe and the 

harvesters few. 

As we left Rev. Lubbers and the people of Tripp and Houston, and headed for Jamaica, 

we thanked the Lord in our hearts for his work of mercy and grace in Houston and Tripp. 

Mr. Zwak and Jamaica now became the center of attention.  The focal point was the 

island itself which is 55 miles wide and 148 miles long.  It is in the West Indies in the tropical 

zone.  The climate is comparable to Florida with temperatures ranging from 70 to 100 degrees, 

and showers occurring every day in the afternoon. 

The people of the island are poor, earning on the average, three dollars a week.  They are 

very much concerned about the pure preaching of the word of God, and seek our help, not 

physical, as might be expected, but spiritual.  They seek the truth and feel that we as Prot. Ref’d. 

Churches can best supply their need.  Jamaicans are poor, but they are content to live in the love 



of Christ; they have peace beyond compare.  Slides on Jamaica were then shown after which 

Rev. Schipper closed with prayer. 

Those who attended Mission Emphasis Night, October 4, 1962, will always remember it 

with deep feeling of spiritual joy and gladness in their souls.  The charges against our mission 

program are false; we have not neglected our missionary calling.  Instead our mission activity is 

a Beacon which guides those in darkness unto light.  Our churches have a most wonderful 

message—the sovereign and marvelous grace of Almighty God—for those who seek the truth.  

A God all-powerful who delivers His people from their sins and gives them eternal salvation.  He 

draws them into His presence and makes them partakers of life everlasting.  What more beautiful 

doctrine can the church of Christ bring to the elect?  That they must accept or reject Christ?  God 

Forbid!  “For it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth 

mercy” Romans 9:16.  May His ever be the glory. 
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