
Dutch Music 
Rev. G. Lubbers 

 
Dear Mr. Editor of Beacon Lights: 

Not too many issues of Beacon Lights ago there appeared an editorial in which the Rev. 
A. Mulder belittled the ability of Hollanders as poets and musicians.  The writer of said editorial 

assumed the role of one who alleges to let us hear the voice of “history”. 
Really, Mr. Editor, at the time I did not give the allegations of Rev. Mulder too much 

credence.  Fact is, that I had almost forgotten the incidence.  However, as I was reading the 
“Church History” of Professor Kurtz, I happened upon the following interesting paragraph from 
this historian’s pen: 

“Church Music (104, 11)—Great improvements were made in organs by the invention of 
pedals, etc.  Church Music was also greatly developed by the introduction of harmony and 

counterpoints.  (1)  The Dutch were preeminent in this department.  Ockenheim, founder of the 
second Dutch school of music, at the end of the 15th century, was the inventor of the canon (2) 
and the fugue.  (3) The greatest composer of this school was Jodocus Pratensis, about A.D. 1500, 

and next to him may be named the German, Adam of Fulda” (Vol. II, Page 182, Paragraph 
115A,8). 

Apart from this testimony, Mr. Editor, when I read the allegations of Rev. Mulder, I 
asked:  what about the composers of the Dutch Psalmody which we have, and the many Dutch 
Hymns, not to speak of such men as Bilderdijk, Ten Kate, and Beets and others? 

The “canon” (2) refers to the “type” used in the writing of music; it is what is known as 
48-point type, while the “fugue” is “a composition in which an original theme is repeated and 

imitated throughout.”  And finally, what is called “counter-point” (1) in music is “the art of 
adding to a melody a part or parts that shall harmonize with it, and at the same time be 
intrinsically melodious.” 

It is interesting that a German professor in Church History asserts that the “Dutch were 
pre-eminent in this department.”  I think, Mr. Editor, that your readers will appreciate this little 

contribution from Professor Kurtz.  People living in glass houses should not throw with stones! 
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