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What does secular music mean to you?  Does it refer to popular songs only?  Or would it 

include that which is known as folk, classic and non-religious music?  According to Webster, 

anything secular refers to that which pertains “to this world or the present life; worldly; earthly; 

not religious or spiritual.”  This definition then certainly makes clear that which we may term 

either secular or religious. It is either, or.  It is either singing and playing God’s praises or it is 

not.  And if our calling is to walk before Him and be perfect (Genesis 17:1), if we are to come 

out and walk separately, if we are to walk antithetically before our God – all else is of the world 

and therefore, sin. 

The questions arise therefore (and perhaps could be used as basis for more detailed 

articles) in the Christian’s mind:  is classical music necessarily secular music?  can a Christian 

hear classical music to God’s glory?  can one, knowing the composer to have been a wicked 

individual, listen to his music and be spiritually edified?  is there right or wrong in the music per 

se? or is listening to music purely a question of relativity:  what may be edifying to one may 

leave another person cold and unresponsive? 

Classical music, that which is generally accepted as being a standard of excellence, was 

not originally rooted in the love of God or His Word.  Based on Greek and Roman ideas of 

philosophy, classical music was certainly man-centered and pagan-worshiping. Without the use 

of words, this music stirred men to excitement, bravery and expressions of lust and joy.  And 

when words were latter added, they only increased to serve the idol of Mammon. 

Throughout the years, however, other music has become classic.  With the inspired words 

of Scripture, men were used as instruments of God in setting forth in song the beautiful truth of 

the Word.  With words, of course, one can more closely identify music and praise to God.  Think 

of the beautiful words of Balaam who wished to curse Israel and instead, blessed them.  Against 

his will he proclaimed, “…Behold, I have received commandment to bless:  and he hath blessed; 

and I cannot reverse it.  He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in 

Israel:  the Lord his God is with him, and the shout of a king is among them” (Num. 23:20-21).  

With the instrument alone, God has used music to accomplish His purpose.  The same music 

which soothed and inspired David, filled King Saul with misgiving and hatred for the young 

musician.  Placing words and music together then, the church has a powerful, wonderful medium 

to glorify God, whether it be by singing or listening.  Whether or not the composer was wicked 

or not, God has used him as an instrument in providing a means of joyous expression for His 

Church.  Who of us have not thrilled to Handel’s Messiah? to the Elijah or Creation?  Certainly 

these composers were used in order that the Church might use the legacy of their talent today.  

And now as before—to some it is a blessing, and to others, condemnation. 

A good many oratorios, one may observe, have orchestral parts.  Can they, and purely 

orchestral pieces, be used by themselves as means of adoration?  Perhaps one may say that this is 

purely a matter of relativity regardless of the composer’s intent in writing the composition.  

Smetana, when writing The Moldau, had undoubtedly the honor of his native Bohemia in his 

heart in exalting her rivers and thus brought out the theme that he did.  A listener, however, may 

study the program notes and through the music see and hear God’s creation as pictured in 

musical rivers, rapids, and forests.  To another, the music may be a mere jumble of instruments 

and consequently have no meaning at all.  On the other hand, if a composer so writes a piece of 



music with the corresponding text with the sole purpose of dishonoring God’s name and Word, 

we must have none of it.  Witness the majority of songs and so-called music on radio, television, 

records – what percentage would YOU claim to be worthy of Christian listening? – and singing? 

To answer then the question whether secular music is good or bad, we affirm this:  all 

that which speaks outright of anything but the praise of God is wrong.  Anything which does not 

serve God, militates against Him.  From out of that worldly-mindedness (and let us confess it – 

aside from God’s grace, we would crave the world’s songs, court her bawdy imitations of good 

music and lust after all forms of entertainment) – from out of this, I say, our God has brought us 

“and he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God” (Psalm 40:3).  We have 

been redeemed by Christ “and the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with 

songs and everlasting joy upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 

sighing shall flee sway” (Isaiah 35:10).  The song given is for the church and for her alone – the 

precious one hundred forty-four thousand, having our Father’s name written in our foreheads.  

For as part of the great throng, we may view and say with John on Patmos:  “And I heard a voice 

from heaven, as the voice of harpers harping with their harps:  and they sung as it were a new 

song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders:  and no man could learn that 

song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth” 

(Revelation 14:2, 3). 
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