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Ephesians 6:16 – “Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that you may be able to 

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” 

 

Just a short time ago I was engaged in a discussion as to the ultimate cause and purpose of 

education and I was struck by the statement that “education must strengthen the moral fibres of the 

students and provide them with the proper values for a happy and fruitful life.”  Upon investigation 

into this “happy and fruitful life”, it became evident that this was something quite philosophical and 

abstract.  Every man’s life was different, depending on what values he held to be the best for him – 

and so if a person set up some goals for himself, based on these values and then fulfilled this goal, 

he was said to have lived a happy and fruitful life.  Therefore, it is the purpose of education to so 

engrain the good values into the students, that they set up goals that are constructive both to 

themselves and to society. 

Today’s educational system is largely responsible for the fact that some people’s goal is to 

take what belongs to another whether it be his life or his possessions.  Under this type of thinking, 

almost any deviant behavior can be blamed upon the educational background of the individuals 

involved. 

Juvenile Delinquency, theft and even murder is said to be the result of a flaw in the person’s 

educational background.  He was not taught the proper values and therefore he could not set up the 

correct goals and hence he became harmful to society. 

If one is looking through the spectacles of a secular society, this sounds fine, but as 

Christians, we surely cannot agree with this type of educational philosophy.  What then is the 

ultimate goal of the education we provide in our Christian schools?  Must we neglect some of the 

existing subjects in order to provide the students with more knowledge about historical and 

doctrinal aspects of the Protestant Reformed Churches?  I think not!  The tradition of the P.R. 

churches can best be taught at home and the doctrine belongs mainly in the realm of the church and 

the parents.  Certainly these subjects should never become a replacement for parts of the core 

curriculum.  What then is the purpose of our schools?  I think the goal is summed up in the verse 

from Ephesians 6 as quoted above.  The command comes out to all of His people to become fully 

clothed with the armour of God so that we will be prepared to fight the daily battle against sin.  

Unarmed and unprepared we shall surely lose the battle.  To be armed does not mean only the 

ability to combat false doctrines, but also includes the ability to live a life of dedication and 

devotion to our God.  This too, we must prepare for, and what better place is there to prepare for 

such a fight than in a Christian school with Christian teachers who uphold the Christian principles 

of education.  Even the government has enough sense to train their young men before sending them 

into the heat of battle, for if unprepared and untrained, they would soon perish.  So too can we view 

the schools as a “boot camp” where the children of the Church are aided in this training for the 

battle of the “evil day.”  They must first be armed and taught how to use these arms before going 

out to fight the battle for themselves.  If we view the schools in such a manner, then it will not be a 

question of what subjects should we exclude from or included in the curriculum of a Christian 

school, but rather we will attempt to teach all courses in such a way that they can be used in the 

struggle against sin that will inevitably follow.  It is of utmost importance that our covenant children 

be fully prepared to withstand the battle in the “evil day” that shall surely come. 
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