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This book is one of two books written by the author on the subject of missions.  The 

second volume from the writer is entitled Spontaneous Expansion of the Church. 

The author was a missionary in northern China working with the Society For The 

Propagation Of The Gospel.  For a number of years afterward he worked in collaboration with 

the founders of World Dominion and the Survey Application Trust and finally returned to Africa 

where he died in Kenya in 1947. 

In rather clear and succinct language the author tells us his purpose in writing this book.  

His book is really a critique, a critical survey of the methods employed by Paul and those in 

vogue in the Church mission of his day, which, incidentally, was in the years of 1912 through 

1947.  For this volume was written some forty years ago.  The author envisioned himself as a 

frontiersman for a new approach to Missions and its Methods.  Writes he, “I am not writing a 

book on St. Paul’s Doctrine.  I do not feel it necessary to argue over again the foundations of the 

faith.  I am a churchman and I write as a churchman.  I naturally employ terms which imply 

church doctrine.  But the point to which I want to call attention is not doctrine, which has been 

expounded and defended by many, but the Apostle’s Method.  A true understanding of the 

method does not depend upon a true interpretation of the doctrine, but upon a true appreciation 

of the facts.  (I underscore, G.L.).  About the facts there is very general agreement; about the 

doctrine there is little agreement.  E. G. – It is almost universally agreed that St. Paul taught his 

converts the rite of Baptism; it is very far from agreed what he meant by baptism.” 

Briefly the author summarizes what he sets forth in this volume as follows: 

I. Was there any antecedent advantage in the position or character of the cities in which 

St. Paul founded his churches? We must enquire: 

a. Whether he deliberately selected certain strategic points at which to establish 

his churches. 

b. Whether his success was due to the existence of some peculiar class of people 

to which he made a special appeal. 

c. Whether the social, moral or religious condition of the provinces was so 

unlike anything known in modern times, as to render futile any comparison 

between his work and ours. 

II. Was there any peculiar virtue in the way in which the Apostle presented his gospel?  

Under this heading we must consider: 

a. His use of Miracles 

b. His finance 

c. The substance of his preaching. 

III. Was there any peculiar virtue in the teaching which he gave his converts or in his 

method of training his converts for baptism or for ordination? 

IV. Was there any peculiar virtue in his method of dealing with his organized churches?  

This will include the means by which: 

a. Discipline was exercised and 

b. Unity maintained. 



V. Finally, I shall call attention to certain principles which seem to lie at the back of all 

the Apostle’s actions and in which I believe we may find the key to his success, and 

endeavor to show at least some of the ways in which the apostolic method might be 

usefully employed today. 

There was something which continually eluded me while reading this book and trying to 

give an honest appraisal of its contents and purpose.  Frankly, I was and am interested in the 

author’s doctrinal bias which underlies his writing on the “Methods of Paul.”  Such a phrase as 

Paul’s “use of miracles” is, to say the least, dubious.  Did Paul really “use” miracles, or did God 

work with Paul in signs and wonders?  Acts 14:27; Mk. 16:20. Howbeit, it was not till I read the 

above-underscored sentence that I could pinpoint my basic criticism of the author’s mistaken 

presupposition.  I refer to the author’s contention, “A true understanding of the method does not 

depend upon a true interpretation of the doctrine, but upon a true appreciation of the facts.”  It is 

one thing to say, that, in demonstrating Paul’s methods in mission work, one is not going to 

argue a treatise on doctrine; however, it is quite another matter to insist that the doctrine of Paul 

and the Methods of Paul are not relevant to one another, and that, therefore, we need not attempt 

to ascertain the Pauline and Biblical meaning of baptism to determine Paul’s method of 

evangelizing, but all we need is the “fact” of baptism, since it is “agreed that Paul taught his 

converts the rite of Baptism.” 

I submit: 

1. That an attempt to ascertain Paul’s method from a collection of data gleaned from the 

writings of Luke in Acts, can only lead to a purely formal comparison, but will not yield 

a normative course of action, having the sanction of Christ, the Head of the Church. 

2. That it should be remembered that the success of Paul, at bottom, was not so much his 

method, as the fact that the eternal truth stands that as many as were ordained to eternal 

life believed.  Pray, was it due to a weakness in Paul’s method that so many did not 

believe?  Acts 13:48; John 12:39. Wherefore Paul says that his speech and preaching 

were not in persuasive words of wisdom but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 

that our faith should not stand in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

3. That no man can escape the inevitable law that a man’s doctrine (metaphysics in 

philosophy) determines a man’s conception of ethics and methods.  Although the late 

Roland Allen does not discuss Paul’s Doctrine, he nonetheless proceeds from definite 

preconceived ideas concerning the Gospel, preaching, calling, the efficacious or non-

efficacious working of the Holy Ghost.  Frankly, the writings of the author smack of a 

practical pragmatism:  a working formula, a practical solution of racial and ethnic 

prejudices in international missionary action. 

I recommend this book for its illuminating data on missionary methods and its 

difficulties, as experienced by such an organization as founders of the World Dominion, to the 

judicious reader. 
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