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A shiny, red apple, an almost forgotten symbol in most classrooms, is a reality to one 

teacher, Miss Ruth Kuiper, teacher of the seven-pupil Protestant Reformed Christian school, 

located at the former Proctor school building about three miles north of Loveland. 

The apple – the ABCs marching with precise penmanship across the top of the 

blackboard – the crayon drawings and other evidences of childish art – all form a composite 

picture of the little, red schoolhouse.  About the only difference is that, in this instance, the little 

schoolhouse is white. 

Absorbing the fundamentals of the three R’s in the tiny room, the pupils range in grade 

from the first through the fifth.  They include Ricky Campbell, first grade; twins David and 

Dennis Griess, second grade; Barbara Griess and Glenn Griess, third grade; Phyllis Schwarz, 

fifth grade, and Loren Griess, special work. 

In addition to tuition fees, the school is supported by the school society.  President of the 

school board is Gilbert Griess.  Begun in September, 1961, the school is not accredited, but Miss 

Kuiper is confident of her pupils’ ability to hold their own with public school students. 

“I feel they could keep up with the work of the public schools without any trouble,” she 

asserted. 

Miss Kuiper, who attended Denver university, is the daughter of Mrs. Winnie Kuiper and 

the late Rev. H. H. Kuiper, pastor of the Protestant Reformed church. 

A certain routine is followed daily, to assure each pupil the maximum benefit of the 

curriculum.  An outsider might have the impression of witnessing a three-ring circus, however, 

as simultaneous efforts are applied to spelling, penmanship and science by pupils of the various 

grade levels. 

The school day begins with prayer and a Bible story.  The remainder of the time before 

recess is devoted to arithmetic.  Morning recess from 10:45 until 11 o’clock, is followed by 

spelling and penmanship for the first grade pupil, reading for the second and third grade students 

and a lesson in geography for the fifth grader. 

Students bring their lunches, which are eaten at the school at noon.  Following the lunch 

hour, educational processes are resumed with reading and phonics for the first-grader, special 

work for Loren Griess, spelling, penmanship, and science for the second and third grade pupils 

and history and science for the fifth grade pupil.  The day is completed after recess with a 

science lesson for the first grader and English and reading for the other pupils. 

Keeping the numerous activities going is not as difficult as it may seem, said Miss 

Kuiper, who, during the reading lesson, retires to a bench at the back of the room.  There, she 

listens to each pupil, in turn, read, while the remainder read silently at their desks.  Any problem 

arising is dealt with at once. 

“I am always available to all of my pupils,” said Miss Kuiper, who asserted that 

discipline is not a serious problem, despite the closeness of contact and variance in ages. 

The school library, with a wide range of books, is available to students to supplement 

their regular textbooks.  Miss Kuiper checks out about 10 books each week from the Loveland 

public library to keep her students interested. 



Art and music, too, are not forgotten in the daily routine.   A room adjoining the 

classroom contains a large table where pupils may sharpen their creative abilities.  The group 

learns one verse each week from the psalter. 

“Sometimes we go upstairs where church services are held each Sunday, to use the piano, 

but most of the time, it’s just up to me and my trusty pitch pipe,” Miss Kuiper explained 

laughingly. 

When the weather permits, students play outside, but otherwise, use the adjoining room 

for recreation. 

Plans for the future include expanding to teach through the ninth grade.  In the meantime, 

students apply themselves to readin’, ‘ritin’ and ‘rithmetic.  Teacher’s morale is boosted 

occasionally by a shiny, red apple. 
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