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1. Creation of All Things 

The name Genesis, from the Greek translation of the O.T. known as the Septuagint 

(Seventy) and so symbolized LXX, means birth, origin, beginning.  Genesis in the Hebrew Bible 

is called Bereshith, which literally means, “in beginning.”  It is a word without an article, neither 

definite nor indefinite.  This beginning, then, is not a beginning among other beginnings, but is 

the absolute beginning.  It is not, certainly, the beginning of God, Who Himself is absolute, 

independent, eternal, and has “no beginning of days nor end of life.”  Well, then, “In the 

beginning of what?”  not of the creation, for it would be redundant to say, “In the beginning of 

creation God created.”  The reference is to time, and to all temporal reality.  The whole universe 

of time and space was created with time, and not so much in time, as time itself is a creature.  

Genesis is the book of the beginning of the heavens and the earth, and of all created things, such 

as time (“beginning”), space (“heavens,” “firmament”), darkness (v. 2), light (v. 3), matter 

(“heavens,” “earth”), cold (since there was darkness), heat (since there was light), energy:  force, 

motion (cf. the Spirit, v. 2).  At the same time, God also created sound. 

The word “create” in this chapter is “bara,” “to carve out.”  In the same chapter there is 

“yatsar” which means to cut, to form, to fashion; and “asah,” to make.  Bara signifies the first 

origination of matter in its unformed state.  Yatsar and asah refer to the forming of the original 

matter.  Bara stands parallel to “hidesh,” “to make new” (Is. 65:18; Ps. 51:12), and expresses the 

production of something new which never had a previous existence.  Cf. Heid. Cat., A. 28.  Thus 

there is a difference between “to create” and “to make.”  The former has to do with matter 

originated, the latter with creation put into its structural form. 

At this point, compare the standard works on Genesis to familiarize yourself with 

evolution’s geological ages theory which regards “the beginning” as a period of millions of years 

before the first day of creation.  Also compare a standard work with the Scofield Reference Bible 

at Gen. 1:1, 2, and learn to refute the Dispensationalist catastrophe theory of creation.  Further, 

learn to refute the modern science hypothesis of six long eras of creation. 

That originally “darkness was upon the face of the deep” means that the darkness and the 

waters were universal.  Darkness is as much a creature as water.  Darkness was created before 

the light, and the light out of the darkness (2 Cor. 4:6).  The waters covered the entire globe of 

the earth (if at this point we may speak of the earth’s then being in the form of a globe!).  But 

this “deep” is the cosmic deep, not the deep of the seas of v. 10; just as the heaven and the earth 

of 1:1 is not the heaven and earth of 1:8, 15; nor the darkness of 1:2 (cosmic darkness), the 

darkness of vv. 4, 5, 18.  For verses 1 and 2 contain a statement of the primal creation of matter 

in somewhat rough, unhewn form; the instantaneous origination of the material of the universe.  

This work of origination antedated the creative week. 

At this point it will be well to search out the meaning of “And the Spirit of God moved 

(marg., “brooded”) upon the face of the waters.”  Also consider what was created on each of the 

six days of creation.  Discuss the question, What is light?  What is the meaning of the word 

“day” (yom) in view of the fact that it is translated also “today,” “forever” (43:9)?  Find an 

article (and study it!) on darkness.  What is darkness?  Learn also the meaning of such terms as 

“heavens” and “firmament” (expanse).  With v. 9 and 10 before you, consider the question 



whether there was originally but one continent and one sea.  Answer the question, What is the 

relation between the person God and the impersonal earth?  Also the question, Was the seed 

before the plant, or the plant before the seed?  Also consider how organic life could be brought 

forth from inorganic matter.  What is meant by the expression, “after its kind”?  Make a study of 

the solar system at least from the point of view of a beginner’s “Astronomy.”  Do research on, 

then discuss, modern science’s findings as to the origin of life.  If possible, have a toy 

microscope brought to class and examine:  a drop of water, a drop of milk, wing or leg of a fly, 

sugar, salt, hair, edge of razor blade, etc. 

Since there is no space available to go into detail here, on your own initiative consider 

additional questions for study.  For example:  Did the birds come from the water, or from the 

ground (1:20; 2:19)?  What is the meaning of the name Elohim?  What does the verb “to bless” 

mean?  What is the meaning of “man” (adam)?  What is the image of God in man?  Was the 

image of God lost in every sense of the word?  How should we distinguish the image?  Cf. L.D. 

3, Belg. Conf. 14, Canons III, IV, I.  In “let us make man” to whom does the pronoun refer?  Is 

temporal fruitfulness and natural increase synonymous with blessing?  Was Adam a reprobate?  

What did God ordain for man’s food before the Fall?  What did He ordain for the animal’s food?  

Why does God say everything was “very good”? 

Since Modernism attacks this book perhaps more than any other in the Bible, consider 

these questions.  What is the teaching of Jesus concerning the Mosaic authorship of Genesis?  

How would you answer modernism’s contention that God originally made “more than one 

man”?  (See I Cor. 15:45; Rom. 5:12).  How would you answer modernism’s claim that woman 

was not created after man, but along with him?  (See I Tim. 2:13).  Answer the view of 

modernism that paradise was not an actual place, but a figurative setting for spiritual ideas.  (See 

your concordance under “Eden” and “Paradise”).  Refute the modernist interpretation that “good 

and evil” means “helpful and harmful.” 

The Book of Genesis teaches that all creatures reflect God’s glory, and tell us something 

of the heavenly kingdom.  Our Confession makes this clear:  “We know Him by two means:  

first by the creation, preservation and government of the universe; which is before our eyes as so 

many characters leading us to contemplate the invisible things of God, namely His power and 

divinity, as the Apostle Paul saith, Rom. 1:20.”  (Belg. Conf., II).  Romans 1:20 reads, “For the 

invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the 

things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead.”  Beautifully expressed here is the 

thought that all creatures in the universe, great and small, whether telescopical or microscopical, 

are so many character, i.e., signs, letters, words which lead us to contemplate God!  God and the 

things of God are understood by all the things that are made.  Study such a great object as the 

sun, or consider the infinitesimal animalculae in a drop of water – each one of these creatures is 

the embodiment of a divine thought.  A flower is a word of God; the telescope reveals many 

words of God written across the face of the moon.  Every single creature in the universe is the 

incorporation of a word of God.  Every creature in the universe as to its being and essense is a 

symbol of something heavenly and spiritual.  It is a signature or a footprint of God.  The word 

“signs” in this chapter (othoth) means an engraving, a mark, an instruction.  God could not create 

or make a creature without it expressing a divine thought.  For God could not make a mute word.  

He cannot make a “brute fact.”  He cannot make a mere abstraction.  A vacuous, meaningless 

creature is unthinkable and impossible.  For all things were made by the Word, the Logos, the 

Divine Thought of the Triune God. All things declare the glory of God.  They are all expressions 

which sing His praise.  “Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein; then shall the trees of the 



wood be joyful.  Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the 

fullness thereof” (Ps. 96:12, 11). 

In the six days of creation there is an observable movement from darkness to light, to air, 

the water, land, vegetation, fish and birds, then animals.  Thus the way was prepared to man.  

Then with the sixth day God completed the outfitting of His factory and placed within it His 

employees, with man as its head. 

All this was very good.  The entire cosmos was one perfect, harmonious, organic whole.  

Everything was made for God’s glory and for man’s good, and all things suited the purpose for 

which they were made.  Indeed, “everything…very good!” 

This the Lord did in six solar days.  He could have made the universe in an instant.  He 

could have said, “Let there be a universe!” and there would have been a universe “in a moment, 

in a twinkling of an eye” as there will be a whole world recreated at the resurrection day (I Cor. 

15:52). 
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