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For a good many Americans, opposition to Communism rest upon a dislike of 

Khrushev’s shoe-pounding and a vague awareness that countries with a Communistic credo have 

been resisting the interests of the United States. 

Lester De Koster, Director of the Library at Calvin College and Seminary, holds such 

shoddy opposition in contempt.  In Communism and Christian Faith, he conducts a penetrating 

and erudite analysis of Communism’s very essence and discovers that this “new titanism” owes 

its power to its being a religion.  Aping Christianity, Marxism sets forth its own concepts of sin 

and salvation and trumpets a redeemer and a promised land. 

A clear exposition of the theoretical structure of Communism as formulated by Marx and 

Engels and a lucid explanation of Communism’s key terms opens this work.  Indeed, viewed 

solely as a textbook on Communism in its many facets, the book is worth its existence and its 

price.  But De Koster does more than present a basic knowledge of that system of thought and 

action, more ranted against than understood.  He proceeds to judge Communism, on the one hand 

from the standpoint of capitalism (that is, as an economic force), on the other hand from the 

standpoint of Christianity (that is, as a religion).  In both cases, Communism gets to itself 

condemnation, but it is at this juncture that the author’s argument is weakest. 

The problem is a knotty one as De Koster recognizes when he states that “the precise 

relation of the Christian Church as institute to economics is complex and disputed…”  In crude 

form, the question is, may a Christian opposition to Communism as a false religion ally itself 

with the capitalistic war against Communism as an errant system of economics?  Scripture, and 

De Koster in the light of Scripture, plainly expose the demonic character of Communism as 

religion.  By what right may the opposition of the true against the false religion be linked with 

the war, be it cold or hot, of democratic capitalism with dictatorial communism?  To my mind, 

this confusion of issues vitiates much of the energy of those “on the far right.”  There is a 

shameless identification of the United States of America with an earthly kingdom of God and 

then a hue-and-cry for a holy war.  Historically, such a marriage between political and spiritual 

warriors has only produced grotesque offspring.  And though the thunderers on the right raise the 

roof of heaven with their roars, the fundamental principles, “of God, through God, and unto 

God” and “of the people, by the people, and for the people,” are not cooperative and harmonious.  

“Unto God!” necessarily expresses itself by a “for the people,” but “for the people” never 

ascends to a “unto God.” 

Now, De Koster does not so bluntly identify Christianity and democratic capitalism.  The 

most he says is the “Democratic capitalism is …open to…Christian criticism and amendment.”  

And “American capitalism has shown itself more amenable to self-correction, more sensitive to 

moral demands, and that it is more liable to the impression upon its ways of Christian patterns 

than is state socialism in any of its various forms.”  That laxity of Christian social action is in 

part responsible for the advance of Communism reminds one of Christ’s injunction to feed the 

hungry and clothe the naked and brings on sorrow for past shortcomings and a new resolve.  

However, the impression is strongly left that De Koster also would foster some kind of 

“spiritual” alliance between the believer and democratic capitalism, as it takes form nationally.  



That is, capitalism in our democracy may be embraced as a power for good in itself.  We must 

bear this injunction in mind, says De Koster, that “we live…in an imperfect world.”  This means 

that “the imperfect can only approach perfection, but never achieve it.  It is…a Marxist trick to 

judge society as if it could be perfect.”  This thought has implications for a Christian social 

order:  “A Christian social order must be oriented to society as it is.” 

This may be intended only as a slash of the political-liberal against the political-

conservative but as it stands it says a great deal more, carrying important theological overtones.  

Fact is, this imperfect world not only does not approach perfection but positively flees it.  The 

consummation of the imperfect world is the Kingdom of Antichrist.  The Christian neither judges 

communistic nor democratic states as if they could be perfect but as if they should be perfect.  

For both, the same standard of perfection holds, that revealed by the Word of God.  Any 

Christian social order is oriented to that perfection alone and not to society as it imperfectly is. 

Even De Koster’s modified marriage (of the Christian with democratic capitalism) is a 

mesalliance, unless both are motivated by the same love of God and longing to achieve His 

glory. 
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