
Space Age Idol 
Agatha Lubbers 

 
“Space flight will contribute to man’s knowledge of God’s universe.  I believe that it is not 

only within man’s proper province, but is expected of us, to find out all we can about God’s 

creation.”  These are the words of Lieutenant John H. Glenn, Jr., first American to successfully 

orbit the planet, earth. 

Friendship 7, space capsule, carried a prize package as it successfully orbited this planet 

three times.  Lieutenant Glenn the hero of the trip clambered out of the capsule unscathed.  Here is 

a man who is not a smart-alecky ham with a long record of marital strife but is a true hero. 

The word has gone out to far and near that the Glenn family is one with strong convictions.  

Lieutenant Glenn is hailed as a devout Presbyterian and a faithful church attender. 

There are evangelicals, however, who are questioning the veracity of this position.  They 

are wondering whether these Presbyterians are really regenerated, converted, born-again 

Christians.  Evangelical Press Service quoted a minister friend of the Glenns as saying: “There’s 

no doubt about it.  John is a born-again Christian.”  Pastor Frank A. Erwin of the Little Falls 

United Presbyterian Church of which the Glenn family are members declares, however, that Glenn 

does not know of a specific conversion experience in his life but that this is no reason to mistrust 

his basic commitment.  Erwin further states that Glenn is “neither a fundamentalist nor a liberal.” 

It is asserted that Glenn came from a conservative community where churchgoing was the 

rule.  John, a junior high school youth, gave of his savings a pittance so that the work of an 

evangelist who was preaching at his church might be furthered. 

John and his wife Annie were reported to have attended Muskingum College which was 

affiliated with the former United Presbyterian Church of North America but now merged into the 

United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 

Glenn is praised for his sense of morality and standards of good conduct.  During the 

Second World Was he was a jet pilot in the Marine Corps.  “Even as a jet fighter pilot he 

maintained his faith.”  He has made it a point to bring servicemen friends to church with him 

although he is reported to have “avoided high pressure evangelist tactics.” 

The Glenn family is cited for its activity in the congregational life of the Little Falls United 

Presbyterian Church in Arlington Virginia.  Lyn, 14 year old daughter, is currently president of a 

junior high fellowship. 

The Glenn family is further declared to be religious because they exercise their faith in 

their home.  When father John is home, the evenings usually include Bible reading together.  At 

Christmas they bake a birthday cake for Jesus. 

Many pastors and evangelists have begun to speculate concerning the results of the Glenn 

flight.  Some feel that wide identification of Glenn as a fellow Christian would lessen tendencies 

toward provincialism in some elements of U.S. evangelism. 

* * * * 

Interested reader, fellow young Christian, student of Reformed Calvinistic thought, 

believer of Scriptures, I appeal to your spiritual sensitivities as this matter which by its very nature 

is so very captivating and so deceiving is discussed. 

I call to your attention in the first place the fact that Lt. Glenn and his family are members 

of a super church, United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.  The Synodical head of the United 

Presbyterian Church, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, was one of the first to congratulate Glenn after his 



successful flight and it is he who has been most instrumental in initiating steps toward a colossal 

merger between three major denominations of churches in our country.  (See Editorial, Beacon 

Lights, Feb., 1962.)  This should be evidence enough to indicate to us from the very outset that Lt. 

Glenn is part of a movement that we can justifiably classify as nominally Christian. 

Glenn is not a member of a church which stands four-squarely upon the basic tenets of the 

Word of which were defended by the Reformers of the sixteenth century.  Nominal Christianity 

today has compromised the basic Biblical position to such an extent that the Reformers who died 

rather than that they should sacrifice one iota of the truth of the Scriptural position would stand 

aghast at the events in the Protestant Churches of America. 

A careful study of Glenn’s statement concerning his calling as a Christian to investigate 

God’s universe indicates that this statement which sounds so lofty and God-centered is no succinct 

or definitive doctrinal statement.  The statement is so phrased in fact that God comes as an after-

thought rather than His being the very center and the end of all this investigation.  Man is the 

measure. Man must investigate God’s creation so that Man may find out as much as he can about 

this creation. 

The Reformed Calvinist would have stated the problem differently it seems to me.  I 

humbly submit that a Reformed Calvinist would have first extolled and praised the pre-eminence 

of a covenant and sovereign God.  God, Jehovah God, has created all things for His glory.  Man as 

king of Creation (even though he has fallen into depravity and sin) must investigate and work in 

the creation of God as a creature so that God may receive all the glory that is due only to His 

name.  The Creator must receive the glory and not the creature.  This is a Pauline position, and 

was caught by Augustine and Calvin, through God’s grace and revelation (see Romans 1:25). 

The statement of Rev. Frank A. Erwin that Glenn is “neither a fundamentalist nor a liberal” 

also is indefinite enough to say nothing.  His not being a fundamentalist is undoubtedly an answer 

to those fundamentalists who question Glenn’s conversion.  The position of Erwin is that Glenn is 

committed to the Christian faith and that he does not need some specific conversion as his point of 

reference.  It is undoubtedly true that many Christians can not point at some definite time when 

they were regenerated and converted.  Once again, however, I should remind the reader that true 

as this may be, we should not forget that the Creeds of Reformed faith and theology boldly assert 

that everyone is bound to join himself to the true Church.  All those who are not joined to this 

Church act contrary to the will of God.  (See Confession of Faith, Article XXVII.)  Also be once 

again reminded that it is the position of this writer that the church to which Glenn belongs is 

neither Reformed nor is it a manifestation of the true Church here on this earth.  Our confessions 

state that the earmarks of the true Church are: 1. The Word is purely preached. 2. The sacraments 

are properly administered. 3. The Lord’s Supper is guarded and the keys of the kingdom are 

utilized in Christian discipline.  Not one of these three earmarks is evident in the United 

Presbyterian Church.  Related to this whole matter is the problem of the Anti-Christ and anti-

Christian theology. Anti-Christ will most surely come out of nominal Christianity. Many pastors 

and evangelists have speculated that provincialism in U.S. Evangelism will be minimized because 

of Glenn’s flight. Since when, I ask, has anything but the preaching of the Gospel by legally 

ordained ministers been a means to bring about oneness and unity? I submit that Christian unity 

implies adherence to the standards of Christian conduct and faith. 
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